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C i ty NEW HAVEN 
cuts off 
park 


Sroup 


Ends conservancy’s 
involvement with 
Batterson Park 


By Ted Glanzer 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — The city of 
Hartford is ending its relation- 
ship with the Batterson Park 
Conservancy, a nonprofit orga- 
nization dedicated to the resto- 
ration and preservation of the 
200-acre park, effective Sept. 
12. 

In a letter addressed to the 
conservancy care of board 
member Neil Connors on July 
14, Hartford corporation coun- 
sel Howard Rifkin said the 
conservancy must cease efforts 
to raise money for the park and 
that it cannot represent itself 


as an agent or representative j 

for the park, which is owned — ~ 

by Hartford but located within First lady Jill Biden, right, listens as second-grader Artist Tisdale, 8, reads aloud while teacher Ro-Anne Thomas, left, looks on. Biden and Education 
the borders of New Britain and Secretary Miguel Cardona visited students Wednesday at the Horizons National summer learning program held at Albertus Magnus College in New 
Farmington. Haven. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


In addition, the letter says 
neither the Batterson Park 
Conservancy nor the members 
of its board of directors “have 


coos Fyrst lady Biden visits 


“Please be advised that any 
efforts or actions taken under 
the name of BPC on behalf of 


@ 
Batterson Park or any interest 
therein shall give rise to the city 
taking any further legal action 


as it deems necessary,” the letter 
said. 

In June 2021, officials 1 1 1 
oe Work addresses student learning loss during summer, pandemic 
announced that the long-ne- 
glected park would be receiving 
$10 million from the state for a 
significant makeover. The fund- 
ing was available to clean up the 
park’s 165-acre pond, remove 
invasive plants, truck in more 
sand for the beach and replace 
the decrepit and vandalized 
concession building and bath 
house. 


By Alison Cross | Hartford Courant 


First Lady Jill Biden visited a New Haven summer camp 
Wednesday alongside U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel 
Cardona to kick off their national summer learning tour. 

Horizons at Albertus Magnus College in New Haven was 
the first of three stops on Biden and Cardona’s tour that 
aims to highlight how funding from President Joe Biden’s 
American Rescue Plan has broadened summer learning 
opportunities for students to catch up on education lost 
during the pandemic. 

“T wanted to come see your program because your pres- 
ident cared so much about what happened to you during 
the pandemic when you were all home and learning on 
Zoom,” Biden said to a crowd of Horizons students. “A lot 
of us missed a lot of time and a lot of days at school.” 

Gov. Ned Lamont and New Haven Mayor Justin Elicker 
joined Biden and Cardona for the tour of the summer 


Turn to Park, Page 3 


Senators 


¢ Te Lae program where they read books, participated in a Lego 
push to ; engineering activity and met with students, parents and 
First lady Jill Biden greets Gov. Ned Lamont as Education Secretary teachers. 
] . Miguel Cardona looks on as Biden arrived for a visit to a Horizons National Funded by astate grant financed by the American Rescue 
Cc arl summer learning program held Wednesday at Albertus Magnus College in 
New Haven. Turn to Biden, Page 2 


electors law 


Bipartisan group 
OKs certification, 


security proposals A New Harttord House? There’s hope. 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 
Owner believes he can replace 

WASHINGTON — A bipar- h h . ii d 1 d k 
tisan group of senators agreed the cherished landmark — 
Wednesday on proposed destroyed in a 2021 fire — with 
changes to the Electoral Count : os 
‘Act the past Civil War-era lave something that looks similar 
for certifying presidential elec- 
tions that came under intense By Don Stacom 
scrutiny after the 2021 attack Hartford Courant 
on the U.S. Capitol and former 
President Donald Trump’s By adding an additional floor of apartments, 
effort to overturn the 2020 the owner of the fire-ravaged New Hartford 
election. House believes he can replace the 124-year- 

Long in the making, the pack- old landmark with something that looks very 
age introduced by the group similar. 
led by Sens. Susan Collins, R- Dhaval Patel is pursuing a plan that would 
Maine, and Joe Manchin, D-W. put up anew mixed-use building on the same 
Va., is made up of two separate site in New Hartford’s center, replicating many 
proposals. of the original structure’s distinctive features. 

One would clarify the way Patel gave town officials a preliminary look 
states submit electors and the at his idea last month, and they’re hoping that 
vice president tallies the votes he will file a formal zoning application before 
in Congress. The other would the summer ends. 
bolster security for state and During the information presentation in 
local election officials who have June, though, Patel’s consultants said they still 

Anartist’s rendering of what the new New Hartford House might look like. 
Turn to Electors, Page 3 Turn to Building, Page 3 COURTESY OF NEW HARTFORD FIRST SELECTMAN DANIEL JERRAM 
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Aretooled Yankees team has the best record in baseball. The Mets, led by manager Buck Lottery 
Showalter, lead the NL East. The Red Sox are battling injuries but are still in contention in the Classified..Connecticut, 15 Hartford Courant | | | | || | ll | | 
wild card race. A look at how the second half of the season may shape up. Sports, Page 1 6 04209 00200 
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First lady Jill Biden listens to a second-grade student as he describes a construction project he is working on with Legos in a STEM class at a Horizons National summer learning program held 
Wednesday at Albertus Magnus College in New Haven. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Biden 


from Page 1 


Plan Act, Horizons at Albertus 
Magnus College opened during the 
summer of 2021, joining a national 
network of more than 70 Horizons 
programs in 20 states. 

Horizons provides six-weeks of 
educational and developmental 
enrichment for 46 New Haven and 
Hamden public school students 
entering first, second and third 
grade. Horizons is tuition-free and 
only serves students who qualify 
for free or reduced-price lunch. 

Horizons National has worked 
to prevent summer learning loss 
for more than 25 years, but chal- 


lenges in youth education brought 
on by the COVID-19 pandemic 
have expanded this mission. 

“We’ve always seen in the 
summertime, the gaps grow 
academically and opportuni- 
ty-wise between higher income 
students and low income students 
who just don’t have those oppor- 
tunities. COVID turbocharged 
that,” Aaron Dwokin, CEO of the 
National Summer Learning Asso- 
ciation, said. “We're putting in all 
this investment to not just bring 
kids back academically, but also 
socially and emotional and health- 
wise.” 

According to Horizons National, 
students fell an estimated four 
months behind on math and five 


months behind on reading skills 
due to the pandemic. Students 
from low-income and hard-hit 
districts suffered even greater 
losses. Those students are now 
reading at an average of seven 
months behind, Horizons National 
said. Their programming hopes to 
change that. 

“Our students at Horizons gain 
six to 10 weeks of reading and 
math skills every summer,” Lorna 
Smith, CEO of Horizons National 
said. “This funding has helped us 
start new programs and increase 
the number of students that can 
be served. It’s been a tremendous 
boost, but we need alot more to do 
alot more.” 

Sue Shaw, the interim execu- 


tive director of Horizons at the 
Foote School in New Haven, met 
the First Lady along with a hand- 
ful of eighth graders from the sister 
program. She said that Horizons is 
critical. 

“For our students it means the 
difference between a summer of 
learning loss and success,” Shaw 
said. 

Jacqueline Taylor told Biden and 
Cardona that the Horizons loca- 
tion at Albertus Magnus College 
holds extra meaning for her and 
her 6-year-old son Bryce. Taylor is 
an alum now pursuing her master’s 
degree at the school. She said that 
she is thankful that at Horizons, 
Bryce can see the educational 
future that’s waiting for him. 


“He always says, ‘Mom I go to 
the same school as you, ” Taylor 
told the First Lady. “This is college, 
you don’t have to be afraid. This is 
what learning looks like.” 

Taylor said that after being 
away from his peers during the 
pandemic, she has loved seeing 
Bryce’s confidence grow as he 
excels in academics and learns to 
swim through Horizons. 

“He’s excelling very well, he’s 
always ready to learn.” Taylor 
said. “COVID has taken a toll ona 
lot of people and a lot of children 
with learning... but they’re coming 
along.” 


Contact Alison Cross at across@ 
courant.com 
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Park 


from Page 1 


The Batterson Park Conser- 
vancy, composed of neighbors of 
the park and volunteers, planned 
to preserve the park’s upkeep once 
the renovations were complete. 

The letter did not specify why 
the city was terminating its rela- 
tionship with the conservancy. 
However, Hartford Mayor Luke 
Bronin said in a statement that 
the city decided to go in a differ- 
ent direction. 

“We’re moving ahead with the 
$10 million restoration and reno- 
vation of Batterson Park, which 
will be a tremendous benefit both 
to the city and the region — and 
we’re committed to working in 
partnership with our neighbors 
in Farmington and New Britain as 
we doit,’ Bronin said. “This partic- 
ular organization, while it includes 
some very passionate people, just 
turned out not to be the right one 
to support the work and ultimately 
ensure the sustainability of the 
park for many years to come.” 

The effort to create the Batter- 
son Park Conservancy was spear- 
headed four years ago by Connors, 
an attorney, and his wife, Allison 
Cappuccio. Every park in Hartford 
has a group that serves as a care- 
taker and advocate of that park, 
Cappuccio said. 

“That’s where we came on, is 
that nobody was advocating for 
Batterson,” Cappuccio said. “It 
represents 25% of Hartford’s park- 
lands, and nobody was advocating 
for it.” 

Cappuccio said they were 
surprised with the city’s decision, 
particularly since the Batterson 
Park Conservancy board of direc- 
tors had met as recently as June. 

“Things were going well, and 
they were looking forward to 
our input in the future with what 
would be going on at the park and 
the design” Cappuccio said. “That 
was a few weeks ago.” 

Connors and Cappuccio, who 
live on the New Britain side of 
Batterson Park, modeled the 
conservancy after the Elizabeth 
Park Conservancy, which is based 
in West Hartford. 

“T used to live in the west end 
of West Hartford and ran in Eliz- 
abeth Park all the time,” Connors 
said. “I moved to this neighbor- 
hood and noticed there was a park 
here that was in disrepair, I looked 
for the best template possible and 
that was Elizabeth Park Conser- 
vancy. We are a photocopy of that, 
except instead of a rose garden 
committee subbed for the beach.” 


The city of Harford ended its relationship with the Batterson Park Conservancy but still plans to move ahead with the $10 million restoration and 
renovation of the park. COURANT FILE PHOTO 
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The Batterson Park building that formally housed the bath house and concession. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


The role of the Batterson 
Park Conservancy, composed of 
members from Hartford, Farm- 
ington and New Britain, was for 
it to be a steward, fundraiser and 
advocate of the park, and possibly 
to operate a money-making facility 
like the Pond House at Elizabeth 
Park, Connors said. 

“Elizabeth Park is able to do 
weddings with a little rose garden 
and a pond. We have a beach that 
is essentially the largest beach in 
the county, I think,” Connors said. 
“That was the plan.” 

The Hartford City Council 
passed aresolution in 2019, allow- 
ing for the creation of the Batter- 
son Park Conservancy. Though it 
could not raise funds in the city, 
the conservancy still had to main- 
tain a majority of Hartford resi- 


dents on the board. 

The conservancy’s chairperson 
was Charmaine Craig, Hartford 
City Councilor Marilyn Rossetti’s 
chief of staff. Some internal fric- 
tion began over whether Craig was 
representing the conservancy or 
the city of Hartford at meetings 
that impacted Batterson Park, 
Connors said. 

Craig, when reached by phone 
Wednesday, said she resigned 
from the Batterson Park Conser- 
vancy board of directors in 
February. She declined further 
comment. In addition to Craig, 
Lisa Karam, Craig Mergins and 
Kathy Kraczkowsky also resigned 
from the Batterson Park Conser- 
vancy at the same time. 

Still, one former board member 
on a Facebook post said Craig left 


the board “due to us not agreeing 
with certain things you wanted to 
do” 

“You were upset because we 
didn’t want to do things in your 
way without understanding it 
was disorganized and a complete 
mess,” Lee Tre Brown said in a 
post directed at Craig. “So you, 
along with other names who 
won't be named, decided to have 
something to do with this simply 
because you don’t like how we 
respectfully disagreed with how 
you wanted to go about business. 
You would abruptly leave meet- 
ings when things didn’t go your 
way.” 

Farmington Town Council 
Chairman C.J. Thomas said he 
was concerned with Hartford’s 
abrupt termination of its rela- 


tionship with the Batterson Park 
Conservancy. 

“This is something that came 
out of the blue”” Thomas said. 
“(The conservancy] was put forth 
as an example of communities 
working together. We’re hoping 
we move forward in that same 
manner. ... I hope this project can 
move forward and the $10 million 
will rehabilitate the property and a 
clear path to keep up the property 
through the years is taken.” 

Rosetti, for her part, disagreed 
that the Batterson Park Conser- 
vancy’s issues stemmed from 
internal strife so much as what was 
being asked of the conservancy 
was beyond what was originally 
intended following the announce- 
ment of the $10 million funding 
from the state. 

“We are actively looking at a 
successor model and actively 
talking to New Britain and Farm- 
ington about the design process 
and community involvement,” 
she said. “But it became clearer 
and clearer it was not going to 
work” as far as the conservancy 
was concerned. 

“So many moving parts were 
taking place at the same time, on 
us, we absolutely should have 
reached out to Farmington and 
New Britain officials,” she said. “It 
wasn’t done to be secretive. 

“But sometimes you’ve got to 
cut your losses. In the end, what 
matters most is that families and 
children will be able to take part 
ina fully restored Batterson Park. 
Everyone should celebrate that.” 


The New Hartford House, built in 1850, was destroyed by fire in 2021. COURANT FILE 


Building 
from Page 1 


must ensure that the plan is finan- 
cially feasible and that financing 
will be available. 

Residents have been clamoring 
for redevelopment of the prop- 
erty, with widespread preference 
for something that would re-cre- 
ate the unique appearance of the 
original. 

Thethree-story brick and wood 
New Hartford House defined 
the town center and was known 
for its distinctive clocktower as 
well as the second-story covered 
balcony that stretched above the 
Main Street sidewalk. 

For nearly 30 years it housed 
Chatterly’s, a popular restaurant 
that was the heart of New Hart- 
ford night life. 

“Everybody in town looksatit as 
the center of New Hartford,” town 
Historical Anne Hall said the day 
after an early morning fire tore 
through the building on Aug. 10 
of last year. “You'll see that build- 
ing on postcards going all the way 
back.” 

No residents were hurt, but 
apartment tenants and first-floor 
businesses lost virtually every- 
thing in the blaze. 

Patel and the town brought in 
contractors to haul away truck- 


loads of debris, and the property 
has been a grass field ever since. 

“The initial disappointment 
never goes away. It slowly lessons 
over time as you get used to it, 
but so many people have last- 
ing memories in that building, in 
that restaurant,” First Selectman 
Daniel Jerram said this week. 

“I had dinner there with my 
wife the night we got engaged. 
Chatterly’s catered my wedding. 
And there are stories through- 
out this town of other people 
have those celebrations — birth- 
day parties, family gatherings,” 
Jerram said. “It was really a gut 
punch to see the building go 
down. That was really the center 
of our town.” 

Patel declined to discuss 
details of his construction ideas 
on Wednesday, saying the work is 
still in preliminary phases. 

“We have everything on a 
process. Maybe we can talk about 
itin three or four weeks,” he said. 

In June, a team of consultants 
gave the Planning and Zoning 
Commission an informal presen- 
tation about what they’re consid- 
ering, and included potential floor 
plans. Their plan is for a four- 
story building — one floor higher 
than the original — with street- 
level retail below three floors of 
apartments. 

The new building would largely 


match the footprint of the orig- 
inal, fronting both Main Street 
and Bridge Street. The prelimi- 
nary plan is for a mix of one- and 
two-bedroom apartments rang- 
ing from 540 square feet to about 
880 square feet. 

Consultants acknowledged 
that the new building wouldn’t 
include a second-floor balcony, 
but plans show it would have 
a clocktower overlooking the 
corner of Main and River streets. 

Last fall, town officials and 
many residents said they feared 
an outside developer would 
acquire the property and build a 
chain-style pharmacy, fast-food 
franchise or similar business. The 
prospect of creating a new build- 
ing with brickwork designed to 
look similar to the original has 
been warmly received, Jerram 
said this week. 

“T thought the design submit- 
ted was a home run. They showed 
their desire to try to re-create 
some of the magic the old building 
had in a contemporary design,” 
Jerram said. “You have to be will- 
ing to compromise in some areas. 
Would the porches and arched 
windows have beena grand slam? 
Yes. But this was really a massive 
step in the right direction” 


Don Stacom can be reached 
at dstacom@courant.com 
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faced violence and harassment. 

“From the beginning, our bipar- 
tisan group has shared a vision of 
drafting legislation to fix the flaws 
of the archaic and ambiguous Elec- 
toral Count Act of 1887,” Collins, 
Manchin and 14 other senators 
said in a joint statement. 

“We have developed legislation 
that establishes clear guidelines for 
our system of certifying and count- 
ing electoral votes,” the group 
wrote. “We urge our colleagues 
in both parties to support these 
simple, commonsense reforms.” 

Both Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., and 
Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky have 
signaled support for the biparti- 
san group, but the final legislative 
package will undergo careful scru- 
tiny. 

Votes are not likely before fall. 
But with broad support from 
the group of 16 senators — seven 
Democrats and nine Republicans 
— who have worked behind closed 
doors for months with the help of 
outside experts, serious consider- 
ation is assured. 

In a statement, Matthew Weil, 
executive director of the Democ- 
racy Program at the Bipartisan 
Policy Center, called the frame- 
work a “critical step” in shoring 
up ambiguities in the act. 

After Trump lost the 2020 
election, the defeated president 
orchestrated an unprecedented 
attempt to challenge the electors 
sent from battleground states to 
the joint session of Congress on 
Jan. 6, 2021, when the vice pres- 
ident presides over certification. 

A House committee investigat- 
ing Trump’s efforts has asserted in 
a series of televised hearings that 
he incited supporters to attack the 
Capitol. Another hearing is sched- 
uled for prime-time Thursday. 

Under the proposed changes, 
the law would be updated to 
ensure the governor from each 
state is initially responsible for 
submitting electors, as a way to 
safeguard against states sending 
alternative or fake elector slates. 

Additionally, the law would spell 
out that the vice president presides 
over the joint session in a “solely 
ministerial” capacity, according 
to a summary page. It says the 
vice president “does not have any 
power to solely determine, accept, 
reject, or otherwise adjudicate 
disputes over electors.” 

That provision is a direct reac- 


tion to Trump’s relentless efforts to 
pressure then-Vice President Mike 
Pence to reject the electors being 
sent from certain battleground 
states as a way to halt the certifica- 
tion or tip it away from Joe Biden’s 
victory. 

The bill also specifies the proce- 
dures around presidential transi- 
tions, including when the election 
outcome is disputed, to ensure the 
peaceful transfer of power from 
one administration to the next. 

That’s another pushback to the 
way Trump blocked Biden’s team 
from accessing information for his 
transition to the White House. 

The second proposal, revolving 
around election security, would 
double the federal penalties to up 
to two years in prison for individ- 
uals who “threaten or intimidate 
election officials, poll watchers, 
voters or candidates,” according 
to the summary. 

It also would seek to improve the 
way the U.S. Postal Service handles 
election mail and “provide guid- 
ance to states to improve their 
mail-in ballot processes.” 

Mail-in ballots and the role of 
the Postal Service came under 
great scrutiny during the 2020 
election. 

An Associated Press review of 
potential cases of voter fraud in 
six battleground states found no 
evidence of widespread fraud that 
could change the outcome of the 
election. 

A separate AP review of drop 
boxes used for mailed ballots also 
found no significant problems. 

The need for election worker 
protections was front and center 
at a separate hearing Wednes- 
day of the House Committee on 
Homeland Security. Election offi- 
cials and experts testified that a 
rise in threats of physical violence 
is contributing to staffing short- 
ages across the country and a loss 
of experience at local boards of 
elections. 

“The impact is widespread,” said 
Neal Kelley, a former registrar of 
voters in Orange County, Califor- 
nia, who now chairs the Commit- 
tee for Safe and Secure Elections. 
“And, while the effects on individ- 
uals are devastating, the potential 
blow to democracy should not be 
dismissed.” 

Some Republican members 
of the committee condemned 
violence against election work- 
ers — and also drew a parallel to 
recent threats and intimidation 
directed toward some Supreme 
Court justices after their decision 
to overturn constitutional protec- 
tions for abortion. 
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Biden takes steps on climate change 


Pledges more action, 
but does not declare 
a formal emergency 


By Seung Min Kim 
and Matthew Daly 


Associated Press 


SOMERSET, Mass. — 
President Joe Biden on 
Wednesday announced 
modest new steps to combat 
climate change and prom- 
ised more robust action to 
come, saying, “This is an 
emergency and I will look 
at it that way.” 

The president stopped 
short, though, of declar- 
ing a formal climate emer- 
gency, which Democrats and 
environmental groups have 
been seeking after an influ- 
ential Democratic senator 
quashed hopes for sweeping 
legislation to address global 
warming. Biden hinted such 
astep could be coming. 

“Let me be clear,” Biden 
said. “Climate change is 
an emergency, and in the 
coming weeks I’m going to 
use the power I have as pres- 
ident to turn these words 
into formal, official govern- 
ment actions through the 
appropriate proclamations, 
executive orders and regula- 
tory power that a president 
possesses.” 

Biden delivered his pledge 
at a onetime coal-fired 
power plant in Massachu- 
setts. The former Brayton 
Point power plant in Somer- 
set is shifting to offshore 
wind power manufactur- 
ing, and Biden chose it as 
the embodiment of the tran- 
sition to clean energy that he 
is seeking but has struggled 
to realize during his presi- 
dency. 

Executive actions 
announced Wednesday 
will bolster the domes- 
tic offshore wind industry 


aed ey 


President Joe Biden prepares to speak about climate change and clean energy on Wednesday at the former Brayton Point power 
plant in Somerset, Mass. Also seen are Sens. Ed Markey, left, and Elizabeth Warren, and climate envoy John Kerry. EVAN VUCCI/AP 


in the Gulf of Mexico and 
Southeast, as well as expand 
efforts to help communities 
cope with soaring tempera- 
tures through programs 
administered by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of 
Health and Human Services 
and other agencies. 

The trip comes as historic 
temperatures bake Europe 
and the United States. 
Temperatures reached 115 
degrees in Portugal as wild- 
fires raged in Spain and 
France, and Britain on Tues- 
day shattered its record for 
highest temperature regis- 
tered, with a reading of 
104.5 degrees in Coningsby 
in eastern England. 


At least 60 million Amer- 
icans could experience 
triple-digit temperatures 
over the next several days as 
cities around the U.S. sweat 
through more intense and 
longer-lasting heat waves 
that scientists blame on 
global warming. 

The extended heat and 
lack of rain has caused 
the ground to shift in Fort 
Worth, Texas, with nearly 
200 water main breaks over 
the past month. 

On the East Coast, heat 
advisories are in place along 
much of the Interstate 95 
corridor from Philadelphia 
to Boston, as well as across 
parts of upstate New York 
and southern New England. 


Calls in the United States 
for a national emergency 
declaration to address the 
climate crisis have been 
rising among activists and 
Democratic lawmakers after 
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-WVa., 
last week scuttled talks on 
a long-delayed legislative 
package. 

White House officials 
have said the option remains 
under consideration. Press 
secretary Karine Jean- 
Pierre on Tuesday declined 
to outline a timetable for a 
decision aside from saying 
no such order would be 
issued this week. 

Gina McCarthy, Biden’s 
climate adviser, said Biden 
is not “shying away” from 


treating climate as an emer- 
gency. 

“The president wants to 
make sure that we’re doing it 
right, that we’re laying it out, 
and that we have the time 
we need to get this worked 
out,” she told reporters on 
Air Force One. 

Anemergency declaration 
on climate would allow the 
president to redirect federal 
resources to bolster renew- 
able energy programs that 
would help accelerate the 
transition away from fossil 
fuels. 

The declaration also 
could be used as a legal basis 
to block oil and gas drilling 
or other projects, although 
such actions would likely 


be challenged in court by 
energy companies or Repub- 
lican-led states. 

Such a declaration would 
be similar to the one issued 
by Biden’s Republican 
predecessor, Donald Trump, 
who declared a national 
emergency to build a wall on 
the southern border when 
lawmakers refused to allo- 
cate money for that effort. 

Biden pledged last week 
to take significant exec- 
utive actions on climate 
after monthslong discus- 
sions between Manchin 
and Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-NY., 
came to a standstill. The 
West Virginia senator cited 
stubbornly high inflation 
as the reason for his hesita- 
tion, although he has long 
protected energy interests 
in his coal- and gas-produc- 
ing state. 

For now, Manchin has 
said he will only agree to 
a legislative package that 
shores up subsidies to help 
people buy insurance under 
the 2010 health care law and 
allows Medicare to negoti- 
ate prescription drug prices 
that will ultimately lower 
the cost of pharmaceuticals 
for consumers. 

The White House has 
indicated it wants Congress 
to take that deal, and Biden 
will address the climate 
issue on his own. 

Anew report says the U.S. 
and other major carbon-pol- 
luting nations are falling 
short on pledges to fight 
climate change. Among the 
10 biggest carbon emitters, 
only the European Union 
has enacted polices close 
to or consistent with inter- 
national goals of limiting 
warming to just a few more 
tenths of a degree, accord- 
ing to scientists and experts 
who track climate action in 
countries. 


Report: Census question 
was geared to favor GOP 


Trump Commerce 
officials cited voter 
rights as rationale 


By Miriam Jordan 
The New York Times 


Anew stash of documents 
obtained by Congress has 
confirmed that the Trump 
administration pushed to 
add a citizenship question 
to the census to help Repub- 
licans win elections, not to 
protect people’s voting 
rights, a House committee 
report concluded Wednes- 
day. 

The report from the 
Committee on Oversight 
and Reform, the culmination 
of a yearslong investigation, 
detailed new findings based 
on drafts of internal memos 
and secret email commu- 
nications between political 
appointees at the Commerce 
Department, which over- 
sees the Census Bureau, and 
counterparts in the Justice 
Department. 

The documents provided 
the most definitive evidence 
yet that the Trump admin- 
istration aimed to exclude 
noncitizens from the count 
to influence congressional 
apportionment that would 
benefit the Republican Party, 
the report concluded, and 
that senior officials used a 
false pretext to build a legal 


case for asking all residents 
of the United States whether 
they were American citi- 
zens. 

Former Commerce Sec- 
retary Wilbur Ross had 
said in congressional testi- 
mony that the government 
decided to add the question 
because it required more 
accurate data on citizenship 
to enforce the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. But the Supreme 
Court in June 2019 ruled 
that the rationale “appears 
to have been contrived,” 
and a week later, the Trump 
administration abandoned 
its quest to ask about citizen- 
ship in the 2020 census. 

Still, a protracted fight 
between the House com- 
mittee and former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump over 
the release of a trove of doc- 
uments that might shed light 
on the matter stretched to 
the end of his term. 

“For years, the Trump 
administration delayed and 
obstructed the oversight 
committee’s investigation 
into the true reason for add- 
inga citizenship question to 
the 2020 census, even after 
the Supreme Court ruled 
the administration’s efforts 
were illegal,” said Rep. Car- 
olyn Maloney, D-NY., chair 
of the committee. 

The report Wednesday 
cites several drafts of an Au- 
gust 2017 memo about the 


citizenship question pre- 
pared by James Uthmeier, 
a political appointee and 
lawyer at the Commerce 
Department, that show him 
initially expressing skepti- 
cism and eventually forceful 
support for inclusion of the 
question. 

“Over 200 years of prec- 
edent, along with substan- 
tially convincing historical 
and textual arguments sug- 
gest that citizenship data 
likely cannot be used for 
purposes of apportioning 
representatives,” Uthmeier 
said in an early memo. 

In later drafts, Uthmeier 
and another political 
appointee, Earl Comstock, 
altered or removed language 
that said addinga citizenship 
question was likely to be 
illegal and unconstitutional, 
the investigators found. 

Officials also added lan- 
guage to emphasize the 
commerce secretary’s dis- 
cretion over adding the cit- 
izenship question. 

The final memo reached 
the opposite conclusion of 
the initial draft, asserting 
that “there is nothing illegal 
or unconstitutional about 
adding a citizenship ques- 
tion” and claiming “there 
are bases for legal arguments 
that the Founding Fathers 
intended for the apportion- 
ment count to be based on 
legal inhabitants.” 


Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, left, Attorney General William Barr and President Donald 
Trump speak about the census at the White House. DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 2019 


Ross could not be reached 
for comment, but a spokes- 
person for the office of 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
where Uthmeier is chief of 
staff, said in a statement that 
Uthmeier had worked to get 
acitizenship question in the 
census because “it would be 
helpful to know how many 
people are in this country 
legally.” 

Every 10 years, the federal 
government conducts a 
census to count all people 
in the country. Everyone 
is supposed to be counted 
without exception, whether 
they are adults or children, 


citizens or noncitizens. 

The count is used to 
allocate funds to federal 
programs. It also has a 
significant impact on the 
nation’s politics, because it 
is used to apportion repre- 
sentation in Congress, the 
Electoral College and within 
state legislatures. 

The United States is home 
to some 22 million people 
who are not citizens but 
are in the country legally. 
About 11 million are living 
in the country without legal 
permission. 

Experts predicted the 
citizenship question would 


have intimidated immi- 
grants — both legal and those 
in the country without legal 
permission — into shunning 
the census, resulting in an 
undercount of several mil- 
lion that would most likely 
have undermined Demo- 
crats by shifting political 
power from diverse, urban 
areas to rural ones. 

Evidence filed in lawsuits 
against adding the citizen- 
ship question suggested that 
partisan gain was at least a 
factor and most likely its 
main objective. The new 
findings seem to confirm 
this was the case. 


Uvalde school board to consider firing police chief in wake of shooting 


By Jake Bleiberg 


Associated Press 


UVALDE, Texas — Facing 
massive public pressure, 
Uvalde’s top school official 
has recommended the firing 
of the school district police 
chief who was central to the 
botched law enforcement 
response to the elementary 
school shooting nearly two 
months ago that killed two 
teachers and 19 students. 

The South Texas city’s 
school board announced 
Wednesday that it will 


consider firing Chief Pete 
Arredondo at a special meet- 
ing Saturday. Arredondo has 
been accused by state offi- 
cials of making several criti- 
cal mistakes during the May 
24 mass shooting at Robb 
Elementary School. 

School officials have 
previously resisted calls 
to fire Arredondo. The 
announcement comes 
two days after a meeting 
where the school board 
members were lambasted 
for more than three hours by 
members of the public, who 


accused them of not 
implementing basic 
security at Robb, 
of not being trans- 
parent about what 
happened and of 
failing to hold Arre- 
dondo to account for 
his actions. 
Confronted with 
parents’ vociferous demands 
to fire Arredondo and warn- 
ings that his job would be 
next, Superintendent Hal 
Harrell said Monday that the 
police chief was a contract 
employee who could not 


Arredondo 


be fired at will. The 
agenda for Saturday’s 
meeting includes the 
board discussing the 
potential firing with 
its lawyer. 
Arredondo, who 
has been on leave 
from the district 
since June 22, has 
faced blistering criticism 
since the massacre, most 
notably for not ordering off- 
cers to immediately breach 
the classroom where an 
18-year-old gunman carried 
out the attack. If fired, Arre- 


dondo would become the 
first officer ousted from his 
job following the deadliest 
Texas school shooting in 
history. 

Although nearly 400 offi- 
cers from various agencies 
were involved in the police 
response that took more 
than an hour to confront and 
kill the shooter, Arredondo 
is one of only two known to 
have faced discipline. His 
attorney did not immedi- 
ately respond to requests for 
comment. 

The move to poten- 


tially fire the chief follows 
the release of a damning 
77-page report by a Texas 
House committee that 
blamed all levels of law 
enforcement for a slow and 
chaotic response. The report 
found that 376 law enforce- 
ment officers massed at 
the school, with more than 
half coming from state and 
federal agencies, but that 
they “failed to adhere to 
their active shooter training, 
and they failed to prioritize 
saving innocent lives over 
their own safety.” 
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Sunak, Truss in runoff 
to replace Johnson as 
prime minister of UK 


From news services 


LONDON — Britain’s 
Conservative Party on 
Wednesday chose former 
Treasury chief Rishi Sunak 
and Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss — a fiscal moderate 
and a low-tax crusader — as 
the two finalists in a party 
election to replace depart- 
ing Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson. 

The result came just after 
the divisive, unrepentant 
Johnson, who has plunged 
his party into turmoil, ended 
his final appearance in 
Parliament as prime minis- 
ter with the words “Hasta la 
vista, baby.” 

The race pits Sunak, 
who steered Britain’s econ- 
omy through the pandemic 
before quitting Johnson’s 
government this month, 
against Truss, who has 
led the U.K’s response to 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

The contenders will 
spend the next few weeks 
campaigning for the votes of 
about 180,000 Conservative 
Party members around the 
country. The winner of the 
party leadership vote will be 
announced Sept. 5 and will 
automatically become Brit- 
ain’s next prime minister. 

Sunak won all four 
rounds of elimination votes 
by lawmakers, but is less 
popular with the party’s 
grassroots, partly because 
of his previous job as Brit- 
ain’s chief taxman. Truss, 
who has taken a tough line 
against Russian President 
Vladimir Putin — and with 
the European Union — is 
a favorite of the Conserva- 
tives’ right wing. 

Truss said if she becomes 
prime minister, “I would hit 
the ground running from 
day one, unite the party and 
govern in line with Conser- 
vative values.” 

Sunak’s campaign said 
“the choice for members is 
very simple: who is the best 
person to beat Labor at the 
next election? The evidence 
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shows that’s Rishi.” 

Johnson quit July 7 but 
remains caretaker leader 
until the party elects his 
successor. 

On Wednesday, he faced 
derisive opposition politi- 
cians and weary Conser- 
vatives at his last Prime 
Minister’s Questions session 
in the House of Commons, 
which adjourns for the 
summer on Thursday. 

Johnson declared: 
“Mission largely accom- 
plished, for now,” before 
departing with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s catch- 
phrase from “Terminator 2.” 


Giuliani ordered to testify: 
A judge in New York has 
ordered Rudy Giuliani to 
appear next month before a 
special grand jury in Atlanta 
that’s investigating whether 
former President Donald 
Trump and others illegally 
tried to interfere in the 2020 
general election in Georgia. 

New York Supreme Court 
Justice Thomas Farber 
on July 13 issued an order 
directing Giuliani, a Trump 
lawyer and former New 
York City mayor, to appear 
before the special grand jury 
on Aug. 9 and on any other 
dates ordered by the court in 
Atlanta, according to docu- 
ments filed Wednesday in 
Fulton County Superior 
Court. 

Giuliani’s lawyer did not 
immediately return a call 
or email seeking comment 
Wednesday. 

Fulton County District 
Attorney Fani Willis began 
her investigation early last 
year, anda special grand jury 
with subpoena power was 
seated in May at her request. 


Sri Lanka crisis: Sri Lankan 
lawmakers on Wednes- 
day elected the unpopu- 
lar prime minister as their 
new president, a choice that 
risked reigniting turmoil in 
the embattled South Asian 
nation. 

A few hundred protest- 


Former President Donald Trump stands with his family as a casket containing lvana Trump is carried to a hearse after her 
funeral Wednesday at a New York City church. lvana Trump was the former president’s first wife and mother to Donald Trump Jr., 
Ivanka and Eric. Trump’s family announced on July 14 that the 73-year-old died at her Manhattan home. JULIA NIKHINSON/AP 


ers gathered after the vote 
to express their outrage 
that Ranil Wickremesinghe 
would stay in power. 

Wickremesinghe, 73, is a 
politician with deep expe- 
rience who could lead Sri 
Lanka out of the crisis. He 
has spent 45 years in Parlia- 
ment and led recent talks 
seeking a bailout for the 
bankrupt island nation. 

Sri Lankans have taken 
to the streets for months to 
demand that leaders step 
down as the country spiraled 
into economic chaos that 
left its 22 million people 
struggling with shortages 
of essentials. After demon- 
strators stormed the pres- 
idential palace and several 
other government buildings 
this month, President Gota- 
baya Rajapaksa fled and then 
resigned. 

Wednesday’s vote means 
Wickremesinghe, who was 
also Rajapaksa’s finance 
minister and became acting 
president after the leader 
fled, will finish the presi- 
dential term ending in 2024. 
He can also appoint a new 
prime minister. 


Same-sex marriage: 
The Senate unexpect- 
edly launched a new push 
Wednesday to protect same- 
sex marriage in federal law 
after a surprising number 
of Republicans helped pass 
landmark legislation in the 
House. 

The legislation started as 
an election-season political 
effort to confront the new 
Supreme Court majority 
after the court overturned 
abortion access in Roe v. 
Wade, raising concerns that 
other rights were at risk. 

Pressure is mounting on 
Republicans to drop their 
longstanding opposition and 
join in a bipartisan moment 
for gay rights. 

The House tally was 
267-157 with 47 Republicans 
— almost one-fifth of the 
GOP lawmakers — voting 
for the bill late Tuesday. 

“T want to bring this bill 
to the floor,” said Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-NY., “and we’re 
working to get the necessary 
Senate Republican support 
to ensure it would pass.” 

Political odds are still 


long for the legislation, 
the Respect for Marriage 
Act, which would enshrine 
same-sex and interracial 
marriages as protected 
under federal law. 


Ga. abortion law: A federal 
appeals court on Wednesday 
overturned a lower court 
ruling and allowed Georgia’s 
restrictive 2019 abortion law 
to take effect immediately. 

The state law bans most 
abortions once a “detect- 
able human heartbeat” is 
present. Cardiac activity can 
be detected by ultrasound in 
cells within an embryo that 
will eventually become the 
heart as early as six weeks 
into a pregnancy, before 
many women realize they’re 
pregnant. 

The law includes excep- 
tions for rape and incest, 
as long as a police report 
is filed. It also provides for 
later abortions when the 
mother’s life is at risk or a 
serious medical condition 
renders a fetus unviable. 

A three-judge panel of 
the ith US. Circuit Court of 
Appeals said a U.S. Supreme 


Court ruling in a Mississippi 
case that overturned Roe v. 
Wade clears the way for the 
law to take effect. 


Micronesia outbreak: 
Micronesia has likely 
become the final nation in 
the world with a popula- 
tion of more than 100,000 
to experience an outbreak 
of COVID-19. 

For over 2% years, the 
Pacific archipelago managed 
to avoid any outbreaks 
thanks to its geographic 
isolation and border 
controls. On Tuesday, the 
government announced it 
had become aware of mullti- 
ple cases across two of the 
nation’s states. 

Authorities said in Kosrae 
State, 25 people tested posi- 
tive after showing up at a 
local hospital. An additional 
10 people from a family of 
11 tested positive after a 
medical team visited them. 
Authorities said they had 
also found seven cases in the 
state of Pohnpei. 

The outbreak comes 
before Micronesia planned 
to reopen its borders Aug. 1. 
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Trinity Health Of New England 
Medical Group Welcomes 


William Gionfriddo, M.D. 
Cardiology 


Trinity Health Of New England Medical Group welcomes William Gionfriddo, M.D. 
as an Electrophysiologist for the Department of Cardiology at Saint Francis Hospital. 


Dr. Gionfriddo recently completed a fellowship in Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiology 
at Tufts Medical Center in Boston, Mass. He also completed a Cardiovascular 
Disease fellowship and an internal medicine residency program at the same institution. 
Dr. Gionfriddo served as a hospitalist at Lawrence Memorial Hospital since 
September 2020, providing direct inpatient clinical care. 


Dr. Gionfriddo, who earned his medical degree from the University of Connecticut 
School of Medicine, is a member of the American Heart Association, the American 

College of Cardiology, and the Heart Rhythm Society. Dr. Gionfriddo will be seeing 
patients at Saint Francis Hospital in Hartford. 


a Trinity Health | Medical 


Of New England 


Group 


Trinity Health Of New England Medical Group 1000 Asylum Ave., Suite 3206 Hartford, CT ¢ 860-714-7977 
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Ex-goddess aims to reform custom 


Nepalese woman 
says honored role 
robs girls of school 


By Emily Schmall 
The New York Times 


PATAN, Nepal — When 
the 6-year-old goddess wept 
for four days, it was viewed 
as aterrible omen for Nepal, 
and her tears appeared 
to have foreshadowed a 
national tragedy. 

On the last day of her 
crying, June 1, 2001, the 
crown prince of Nepal killed 
nine members of the royal 
family, including his parents, 
King Birendra and Queen 
Aishwarya, before shooting 
himself. 

More than 20 years later, 
in a nondescript office in 
Patan, an ancient city a 
few miles from the capi- 
tal, Kathmandu, that girl 
who had been worshipped 
as a goddess was now a 
woman concerned with 
more earthly matters: 
Chanira Bajracharya, a 
freshly minted MBA, was 
handling loan applications 
at the financial services firm 
where she works. 

Her ability to land a 
corporate job has set her 
apart from most other 
former kumari, women 
who in their prepubescent 
youth were worshipped as 
the living embodiment of a 
Hindu goddess — but were 
usually denied education. 

“People used to think 
because she’s a goddess, 
she knows everything,” said 
Bajracharya, 27. “And who 
dares to teach a goddess?” 

She was speaking at the 
family home in Patan, where 
she had performed her 
divine duties for 10 years. 

Her days were often spent 
receiving a long line of visi- 
tors, who would kneel at 
her tiny feet, which were 
never supposed to touch the 
ground outside. The devo- 
tees would place offerings 
of cash and fruit into brass 
bowls as, wordlessly, Chan- 
ira would stretch out an arm 
covered in red satin, smudg- 
ing vermilion paste, a reli- 


worshipped as a goddess in childhood, according to tradition, but still made time to study. UMA BISTA/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


gious marker called atika, on 
their foreheads as a blessing. 

The institution of the 
kumari, which means 
“virgin” in Nepali, stretches 
back seven centuries. The 
tradition centers on the 
story of a Hindu goddess, 
Taleju, who gave counsel to 
aking. 

Atone meeting, he tried to 
sexually assault her, and she 
disappeared. He expressed 
such remorse that she told 
him that while she would 
never again reappear in 
her own body, he should 
worship a young girl, 
through whom the goddess 
would continue her kingly 
counsel. 

Since the 14th century, 
girls as young as 2 have been 
chosen from Buddhist fami- 
lies from the Newar commu- 
nity living in the Kathmandu 
Valley. 

The kumari, Bajracha- 
rya said, act as a syncretic 
symbol between Hinduism 
and Buddhism, the largest 
faiths in Nepal, a country of 


about 30 million. 

“Under Buddhist culture, 
children are protectors,” 
said Chunda Bajracha- 
rya, a retired professor of 
the Newar language who 
is not related to the former 
kumari. “It’s our culture, 
tradition and a matter of 
pride,’ she said. 

Most kumari before Bajra- 
charya, including her aunt, 
Dhana Kumari Bajracharya, 
received no formal educa- 
tion. Losing their divinity 
when they get their first 
period, many enter adult- 
hood illiterate and strug- 
gle to find a life beyond the 
throne. 

Bajracharya is working to 
change that, urging current 
young goddesses to study as 
she did, which she believes 
will not only help them but 
also help shield an insti- 
tution that critics argue 
deprives girls of their child- 
hoods and human rights. 

“Tt makes it easier to get 
back to the society after 
retiring,” she said. “It’s really 


hard being illiterate in this 
world.” 

Bajracharya, who remains 
a staunch champion of the 
tradition, had favorable 
feelings about her unusual 
childhood. “Those moments 
were the best moments of 
my life,’ she said. 

Still, no one considers it an 
easy role. Kumari are rarely 
allowed outside. During the 
dozen and a half times each 
year they do go out, for ritu- 
als or during Nepali Hindus’ 
festival season, they must be 
carried. They do not speak 
to strangers — and when 
in the throne room, do not 
speak to anyone, even family. 

In exchange, they are 
afforded unparalleled 
respect. At the Indra Jatra 
festival, when the kumari of 
Kathmandu is driven in her 
chariot through the streets 
of the city, she reconfirms 
every year the head of state’s 
legitimate claim to power 
with a tika. 

Because their emotions 
are perceived as areflection 


of the nation’s well-being, 
as Bajracharya’s outburst 
before the royal massa- 
cre was, they must strive to 
remain passive during ritu- 
als. 

Bajracharya’s reign as 
the living goddess of Patan, 
from 2001 to 2010, saw 
some of Nepal’s greatest 
political change, from the 
palace killings to the Maoist 
insurgency that intensified 
afterward. In 2008, Nepal 
abolished its 240-year-old 
monarchy and became a 
democratic republic. 

That same year, Nepal’s 
Supreme Court ruled that 
the kumari tradition should 
be preserved but amended. 
It ordered the government 
to give kumari an educa- 
tional allowance, in addition 
to the stipend and retire- 
ment pension they already 
received. 

Before Chanira was born, 
her mother received a holy 
sign in a dream: a lotus 
flower falling from heaven 
into her womb. She went to 


a Buddhist priest, who inter- 
preted the dream to mean 
that her child would be a 
pure soul who would “rebel 
from the world,” she said. 

When it came time to 
deify a new young girl in 
Patan, all 150 families in 
the Ratnakar Mahavihar 
Hakhabahal community 
there, part of the Newar 
clan, were invited to bring 
their female children to an 
elaborate selection trial. The 
head priest performed ritu- 
als asking Taleju to inhabit 
one of the children. 

“The one chosen by the 
goddess, she starts showing 
signs. She’s becoming more 
polite. Her face appears red. 
Those physical changes, 
they happen. Everyone who 
is there can see she’s being 
possessed by the goddess,” 
Bajracharya said of what she 
remembers of that day when 
she was selected. 

Kumari usually live 
sequestered away from their 
parents, raised by official 
caretakers. But Bajracharya 
stayed at home, as there was 
no special kumari house for 
her during her reign. 

After she completed a 
typical day’s divine duties, 
she studied, played with her 
cousins and watched movies 
on a computer. No rough- 
housing, though; a child- 
hood scrape could have cost 
her her divinity. 

Her mother arranged for 
her to be tutored by a teacher 
from anearby school. 

Bajracharya, who stepped 
down at 15, still commands 
respect in the Newar com- 
munity of Patan. And she 
mentors young goddesses, 
like her successor, 9-year- 
old Nihira Bajracharya, not 
related, who receives tutor- 
ing. 

“We really need educa- 
tion to survive,” she said 
she told Nihira’s parents 
when the girl assumed the 
throne at 5. “Being a kumari 
can be a great responsibil- 
ity, but apart from that, she 
is also a normal girl, and 
she will have a life after her 
divine duties, and she needs 
every skill thatis required to 
survive.” 


Ukrainian first lady Olena Zelenska delivers an address to members of Congress on 
Wednesday at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. JABINBOTSFORD/POOL VIA GETTY 


In US visit, Ukraine’s first lady 
pleads for air defense systems 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 
and Hanna Arhirova 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
Ukrainian first lady Olena 
Zelenska appealed face 
to face to U.S. lawmakers 
Wednesday for more air 
defense systems to help 
guard her country’s skies, 
in an unsparing Capitol 
address showing the blood- 
stained baby strollers and 
small crumpled bodies left 
by Russian bombardment. 

“We want no more 
airstrikes. No more missile 
strikes,” Zelenska told 
Republican and Democratic 
congressional members in 
a speech capping a visit to 
Washington in the stead 
of her husband, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. “Is 
this too much to ask for?” 

“This is what I’m asking 
for and what my husband 
is asking for,” she said from 
the stage of the Capitol’s 
congressional auditorium, 
showing photos of carnage 
on an overhead screen that 
had lawmakers shaking 
their heads. “As parents.” 

Zelenska’s Washington 
meetings with first lady Jill 
Biden, President Joe Biden 
and other top adminis- 
tration figures have been 


among her highest-profile 
events of the war. She spent 
the first two months after 
Russia invaded Ukraine in 
late February in seclusion 
with her two children, for 
safety. 

Her husband has re- 
mained in Ukraine’s capital, 
Kyiv, through the war. He 
made a powerful address 
by video to lawmakers in 
the same auditorium earlier 
this year, drawing repeated 
standing ovations. 

Zelenska repeatedly 
thanked lawmakers and 
Biden for the billions of dol- 
lars in arms and other sup- 
port the U.S. has delivered 
to Ukraine. She called for 
more air defense systems 
to help repel unending Rus- 
sian missile and airstrikes 
that have killed countless 
civilians and leveled some 
Ukrainian cities. 

She showed photographs 
of a smiling, paint-smeared 
4-year-old girl, Liza Dmy- 
trieva, whom the first lady 
had happened to meet be- 
fore Christmas. The screen 
next showed an overturned 
baby carriage with blood 
caking on the sidewalk be- 
neath it, after an airstrike 
killed the girl and badly in- 
jured her mother last week. 

Zelenska showed and 


told the stories of other 
Ukrainian children killed 
or maimed by airstrikes or 
shot to death. 

“Our family represents 
the whole world for us, 
and we do everything to 
preserve it,” Zelenska said. 
“We cry when we cannot 
save it. And we remain 
completely broken when 
our world is destroyed by 
war.” 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
forces on Wednesday dam- 
aged a bridge that is key to 
supplying Russian troops 
in southern Ukraine, where 
Russia’s foreign minister, 
Sergey Lavrov, said Moscow 
will consolidate its territo- 
rial gains. 

Lavrov told state-con- 
trolled RT television and the 
RIA Novosti news agency 
that Russia plans to retain 
control over broader areas 
beyond eastern Ukraine, 
including the Kherson and 
Zaporizhzhia regions in the 
south, and will make more 
gains elsewhere. 

Lavrov’s remarks and the 
Ukrainian missile attack on 
the strategically important 
Kherson region bridge indi- 
cated the nearly five-month 
war could broaden after 
unfolding mostly in eastern 
Ukraine since April. 


House Dems renew push for 
ban on semi-automatic guns 


By Farnoush Amiri 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
House Democrats pushed 
ahead Wednesday with 
legislation that would ban 
certain semi-automatic 
weapons as they consid- 
ered their most far-reach- 
ing response yet to this 
summer’s spate of mass 
shootings. 

Democrats hope that 
the 100-page bill moving 
through the Judiciary 
Committee will pass the 
House before the August 
break. But that is far from 
assured, with moderates in 
the party, especially those 
hailing from politically 
divided swing districts, 
wary of a vote on sweeping 
gun controls ahead of the 
November midterm elec- 
tions — especially when 
the bill has little chance of 
becoming law due to oppo- 
sition in the Senate. 

The renewed push for 
a ban on certain semi-au- 
tomatic weapons comes 
nearly two decades after 
Congress allowed simi- 
lar restrictions to lapse. 
The original ban passed in 
1994, led by then-Sen. Joe 
Biden, and banned certain 
semi-automatic weapons 
and large-capacity maga- 
zines, though it exempted 
an estimated 1.5 million 
of those weapons and 25 
million that were already 
owned by Americans. 

In the nearly three 
decades since, mass shoot- 
ings have become chillingly 
commonplace in the United 
States, with semi-automatic 
weapons often used. 

“An assault weapon’s only 
purpose is to kill people 
efficiently,” said Rep. Jerry 
Nadler, D-NY., the Judiciary 
chairman, said Wednes- 
day as the committee took 
up the measure. “It is time 
to protect our communi- 
ties and to ban them once 
more.” 

Republicans on the com- 
mittee objected to the pro- 
posal, calling it an attack on 
Second Amendment rights. 


A > ill 


People hold signs Thursday during a Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing convened to examine the July 4 parade 
shooting in Highland Park, Illinois. MARIAM ZUHAIB/AP 


“Democrats know this 
legislation will not reduce 
violent crime or reduce the 
likelihood of mass shoot- 
ings, but they are obsessed 
with attacking law-abid- 
ing Americans’ Second 
Amendment liberties,” 
said Ohio Rep. Jim Jordan, 
the top Republican on the 
committee. “For over 30 
years, the Democrats have 
been running a propaganda 
campaign to make people 
believe that ‘assault weap- 
ons’ are a specific class of 
firearms that no one needs.” 

The committee listened 
to haunting audio of the 
2018 shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Flor- 
ida, during which 17 people 
were killed and 17 more 
wounded. Dozens of rapid- 
fire shots could be heard in 
the course of just 78 seconds 
along with the distressed 
screams of those trying to 
escape. 

“There are more guns 
than people in this country, 
more mass shootings than 
days in the year. This is a 
uniquely American prob- 
lem, and assault weapons 
only magnify the epidemic,” 
the bill’s sponsor, Rep. David 
Cicilline, D-R.1., said as the 
audio concluded. 

The hearing Wednesday 
also comes in the wake of 
a July 4 mass shooting at a 
parade in Highland Park, 
Illinois, and June mass 


shootings in Buffalo, New 
York, and Uvalde, Texas. 

The carnage in south 
Texas killed 19 school-age 
children, some of whose 
bodies were unidentifiable 
to their parents. Facing 
pressure to act, Congress 
last month passed the most 
significant gun violence 
measure in decades. It 
included background 
checks for gun buyers 18 to 
21 years old as well as allo- 
cating state funding to enact 
local “red flag” laws. 

But the bill fell far short of 
the steps Biden and Demo- 
crats say are needed to curb 
the nation’s epidemic of gun 
violence. Many say the kill- 
ing won’t stop until more 
stringent controls on guns 
are enacted. 

“We’re paying for these 
weapons of war on our 
streets with the blood of 
our children sitting in our 
schools,” said Rep. Lucy 
McBath, D-Ga., whose son 
was shot and killed at a gas 
station in 2012. 

Cicilline said the protec- 
tion of the Second Amend- 
ment is not without limits. 
He said the Democratic 
proposal is focused on 
assault-style rifles, which 
are not the majority of guns 
law-abiding Americans buy 
and own. 

House Democrats can 
afford to lose only four of 
their own if Republicans are 
united in opposition. 
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WORLD & NATION 


Pain for Europe now but Russia will pay later 


Associated Press 


Across Europe, signs of 
distress are multiplying 
as Russia’s war in Ukraine 
drags on. Food banks in Italy 
are feeding more people. 
German officials are turning 
down the air conditioning as 
they prepare plans to ration 
natural gas and restart coal 
plants. 

A giant utility is asking 
for a taxpayer bailout, and 
more may be coming. Dair- 
ies wonder how they will 
pasteurize milk. The euro 
has sagged to a 20-year low 
against the dollar, and reces- 
sion predictions are on the 
rise. 

Those pressure points are 
signs of how the conflict — 
and the Kremlin gradually 
choking off natural gas that 
keeps industry humming — 
provoked an energy crisis in 
Europe and raised the like- 
lihood of a plunge back into 
recession just as the econ- 
omy was rebounding from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Meanwhile, high energy 
costs fueled by the war are 
benefiting Russia, a major 
oil and natural gas exporter 
whose agile central bank and 
years of experience living 
with sanctions have stabi- 
lized the ruble and inflation 
despite economic isolation. 

In the long run, however, 
economists say Russia, 
while avoiding complete 
collapse, will pay a heavy 
price for the war: deepen- 
ing economic stagnation 
through lost investment and 
lower incomes for its people. 

Europe’s most pressing 
challenge is shorter term: 
battle record inflation of 
8.6% and get through the 
winter without crippling 
energy shortages. The conti- 
nent relies on Russian natu- 
ral gas, and higher energy 
prices are flowing through 
to factories, food costs and 
fuel tanks. 

Uncertainty weighs on 
energy-intensive industries 
like steel and agriculture, 
which could face natural gas 
rationing to protect homes if 
the crisis worsens. 

Molkerei Berchtes- 
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Acashier changes a 50-euro banknote for U.S. dollars at an exchange counter last week in Rome. Europe is feeling the pain from 
the war in Ukraine. The 19 countries that use the euro are under pressure from high oil and gas prices. GREGORIO BORGIA/AP 


gadener Land, a large dairy 
cooperative in the German 
town of Piding outside 
Munich, has stockpiled 
44,000 gallons of fuel oil so 
itcan keep producing power 
and steam for pasteurizing 
milk and keeping it cold if 
electricity or natural gas to 
its turbine generator is cut 
off. 

It’s a crucial safeguard 
for 1,800 member farmers 
whose 50,000 cows produce 
a million liters of milk a day. 
Dairy cows have to be milked 
daily, and ashutdown would 
leave that ocean of milk with 
nowhere to go. 

“Tf the dairy doesn’t func- 
tion, then the farmers can’t 
either,” managing director 
Bernhard Pointner said. 
“Then the farmers would 
have to discard their milk.” 

Inone hour, the dairy uses 
the equivalent of a year’s 
worth of electricity for a 
home to keep up to 20,000 
pallets of milk cold. 

The dairy also has stock- 
piled packaging and other 
supplies to guard against 
suppliers being hit by an 


energy shortage: “We have 
a lot stored ... but that will 
only last a few weeks.” 

The economic woes also 
appear at the dinner table. 
Consumer groups estimate 
a typical Italian family is 
spending $680 more this 
year to feed themselves. 

“We're really concerned 
about the situation and 
the continuous increase 
in the number of families 
we’re supporting,” said 
Dario Boggio Marzet, pres- 
ident of the Food Bank of 
Lombardy, which groups 
dozens of charities that run 
soup kitchens and provide 
staples to the needy. Their 
monthly costs are up 5,000 
euros this year. 

French President 
Emmanuel Macron says 
the government aims to 
conserve energy by switch- 
ing off public lights at night 
and taking other steps. Simi- 
larly, German officials are 
begging people and busi- 
nesses to save energy and 
ordering lower heat and 
air-conditioning settings in 
public buildings. 
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It follows Russia cutting 
off or reducing natural gas 
to a dozen European coun- 
tries. A major gas pipeline 
also shut down for sched- 
uled maintenance last week, 
and there are fears that 
flows through Nord Stream 
1 between Russia and 
Germany will not restart. 

Germany’s biggest 
importer of Russian gas, 
Uniper, has asked for 
government help after it was 
squeezed between skyrock- 
eting gas prices and what 
it was allowed to charge 
customers. 

Carsten Brzeski, chief 
eurozone economist at 
ING bank, foresees a reces- 
sion at the end of the year 
as high prices sap purchas- 
ing power. Europe’s longer- 
term economic growth will 
depend on whether govern- 
ments tackle the massive 
investments needed for the 
transition to an economy 
based on renewable energy. 

“Without investment, 
without structural change, 
the only thing left is to hope 
that everything will work 
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as before — but it won’t,” 
Brzeski said. 

While Europe is suffer- 
ing, Russia has stabilized 
its ruble exchange rate, 
stock market and inflation 
through extensive govern- 
ment intervention. Russian 
oil is finding more buyers 
in Asia, albeit at discounted 
prices, as Western custom- 
ers back off. 

After being hit with sanc- 
tions over the 2014 seizure 
of Ukraine’s Crimea region, 
the Kremlin built a fortress 
economy by keeping debt 
low and pushing companies 
to source parts and food 
within Russia. 

Though foreign-owned 
businesses like Ikea have 
shuttered and Russia has 
defaulted on its foreign debt 
for the first time in over a 
century, there’s no sense of 
imminent crisis in Moscow. 
Well-heeled young people 
still go to restaurants, even if 
Uniqlo, Victoria’s Secret and 
Zara stores are closed in the 
Evropeisky mall. 

The successor to McDon- 
ald’s, Vkusno-i Tochka, is 


serving more or less iden- 
tical food, while the former 
Krispy Kreme in the mall 
has rebranded but sells basi- 
cally the same offerings. 

In less well-off provinces, 
Sofya Suvorova, who lives in 
Nizhny Novgorod, 273 miles 
from Moscow, has felt the 
squeeze on the budget. 

“We practically do 
not order takeaway food 
anymore,” she said while 
shopping at a supermarket. 
“It used to be very conve- 
nient when you have small 
children. We go to cafes less 
often. We had to reduce 
some entertainment, like 
concerts and theaters; we 
try to keep this for children, 
but adults had to cut it.” 

Economists say the ruble’s 
exchange rate — stron- 
ger against the dollar than 
before the war — and declin- 
ing inflation are misleading. 

Rules preventing money 
from leaving the coun- 
try and forcing exporters 
to exchange most of their 
foreign earnings from oil 
and gas into rubles have 
rigged the exchange rate. 

And the inflation rate 
“has partially lost its mean- 
ing,” Janis Kluge, an expert 
on the Russian economy at 
the German Institute for 
International and Security 
Affairs, wrote in a recent 
analysis. That’s because it 
does not account for disap- 
pearing Western goods, and 
lower inflation probably 
reflects sagging demand. 

Some 2.8 million Russians 
were employed by foreign 
or mixed ownership firms 
in 2020, according to polit- 
ical scientist Ilya Matveev. 
If suppliers are taken into 
account, as many as 5 million 
jobs, or 12% of the work- 
force, depend on foreign 
investment. 

Foreign companies may 
find Russian owners, and 
protectionism and a glut 
of government jobs will 
prevent mass unemploy- 
ment. 

But the economy will be 
far less productive, Kluge 
said, “leading to a signifi- 
cant decline in average real 
incomes.” 
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West Hartford settles suit over using taser on deaf boy 


By Ted Glanzer 
Hartford Courant 


WEST HARTFORD — The West Hart- 
ford Town Council last week settled a nearly 
decade-old legal dispute involving a 12-year- 
old deaf boy who was shot with a stun gun 
by atown police officer on the campus of the 
American School for the Deaf in 2013. 

The council on July 14 unanimously voted 
to approve settling a lawsuit filed by Amato 


Muschette, a former student at ASD, for 
$250,000. 

Muschette alleged officer Paul Gionfriddo, 
who has since retired, used excessive force 
when he used a stun gun on Muschette, who 
is deaf and has attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder, according to court papers. 

Gionfriddo and another officer responded 
toacallto the ASD in April 2013 after school 
officials said Muschette, who was 12 years 
old at the time, assaulted a school employee 


after Muschette was denied a request for 
food. 

Muschette became upset and fled to a 
nearby construction site on campus, where 
he allegedly threatened school employees 
and police with rocks and a stick, according 
to court papers. 

The suit claims when Gionfriddo arrived, 
he ordered Muschette to drop a large rock he 
was holding. Muschette, the suit says, had 
his eyes closed and did not hear or under- 


stand Gionfriddo’s commands. 

Police in their report disputed that claim, 
saying school staff translated police orders 
to Muschette, who ignored the warnings. 

Less than 2 minutes after arriving on 
scene, Gionfriddo tasered Muschette in the 
back, the suit says. 

After police could not get Muschette 
handcuffed, Gionfriddo sent a second shock 
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Developers 
see success 
in upscale 
rental niche 


Granby, Bloomfield to get 165 
rental homes; more planned 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


After a better-than-expected experience 
with marketing a large apartment complex 
in Granby, developers Reggie Kronstadt, 
Bard Kligerman and Robert Kligerman 
are putting up 165 rental homes in Granby 
and Bloomfield — with another 150 or so 
planned. 

At a time when some single-family 
home builders are caught between high 
construction prices and rising interest 
rates, Kronstadt and his partners believe 
they have found a niche that’s financially 
solid: Rental duplexes and townhouses 
aimed at young families and empty-nest- 
ers. 

“We've realized this area is so under-sup- 
plied for high-quality Class A housing,” 
Kronstadt said Tuesday. “Our big focus 
now is single-family rental space: SFR. 
We're really focused on building larger unit 
configuration rental houses. 

“Our average homes in Granby are 
about 1,800 to 1,900 feet, they’re all 
three- and four-bedrooms. That’s what 
we're going all-in on now,” Kronstadt 
said. 

Until a few years ago, Kronstadt’s Krown 
Point Capital wasn’t known in Connecticut. 
But that changed when he partnered with 
the Kligermans, principals in Connecticut 
Realty Trust, to buy The Grand, a new but 
struggling 130-unit apartment complex in 
Granby. 

“When COVID hit, leasing stalled. It was 
45 percent leased. We basically rebranded 
itand closed on it two years ago,” Kronstadt 
said Tuesday. 

“We'd never done anything in Granby or 
Hartford County before. It was a one-off. 
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Wealthy pouring 
thousands of 
dollars into US 
Senate race 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — With less than three 
weeks before the Republican primary for 
USS Senate, big money donations are still 
flowing into campaign coffers and Super 
PACs supporting the candidates. 

Former House Republican leader 
Themis Klarides of Madison is locked 
in an increasingly contentious race with 
conservative fundraiser Leora Levy of 
Greenwich. Levy and immigration attor- 
ney Peter Lumaj of Fairfield are battling 
for support from conservatives as Klarides 
supporters believe that her two opponents 
will split the conservative vote and allow 
her to win the primary on Aug. 9. 

The latest public filing reports showed 
that Leadership Now, a Super PAC 
supporting Klarides, has received substan- 
tial contributions from business leaders 
who are funding commercials both in favor 
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Gov. Ned Lamont visits the storefront space on Pratt Street on Tuesday afternoon, where sisters Monica Beaudoin, left, and Alex Pilon plan to 
open a bakery and coffee shop by the end of the summer. KENNETH R. GOSSELIN/HARTFORD COURANT 


PRATT STREET AS 
‘A DESTINATION’? 


Downtown Hartford’s historic area finally could be on its way to success 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


For decades, downtown Hartford’s 
Pratt Street seemed to have all the 
ingredients for success: cool, historic 
architecture, a central location across 
from the XL Center and, more recently, 
storefronts along a brick-paved street — 
but vibrancy didn’t follow. 

Now, downtown supporters say 
Pratt Street’s time finally has come, 


Shelbourne Global Solutions LLC of Brooklyn, 
New York, is nearing completion of about 100 
apartments on the upper floors at 99 Pratt 
St. converted from old office soace. COURANT 


thanks largely to the help of a $6 
million city grant program financed 
with pandemic relief funds aimed at 
filling vacant storefronts, a chronic 


FILE PHOTO 


problem in downtown. 


“This time next year will be so 
different,” David Griggs, chief exec- 
utive of the MetroHartford Alliance, 
the region’s chamber of commerce, 
said at an event this week showcasing 
10 tenants — all but one new the street. 
“Hartford will have its destination.” 

As storefront tenants outfit their 
spaces, a development partnership 
is nearing the completion of the first 
phase of converting old office space 
above storefronts at 99 Pratt St. into 
nearly 100 apartments, with the first 
units available beginning in September. 
The conversion is part ofa larger, rental 
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State inspector general to probe death of man 
stricken while in Manchester police custody 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


The state Office of the Inspector General 
said Wednesday it will investigate the death 
of a New York man who died while hospi- 
talized 10 days after being stricken while in 
Manchester police custody. 

Authorities said Joseph Torrice was 
found unresponsive and lying on the floor 
of a cell in the Manchester Police Depart- 
ment on July 10. Police and fire personnel 
rendered aid to Torrice, who was taken by 
ambulance to Hartford Hospital, where he 


remained on life support until his death on 
July 18. 

The cause of death has not been deter- 
mined and an autopsy has been scheduled, 
according to the inspector general’s office, 
which is investigating with the Connecticut 
State Police. 

Under state law, the Inspector General, 
an office created as part of a package of law 
enforcement reforms last year, is required 
to investigate all in-custody deaths. 

Video footage from the Manchester 
police shows Torrice lying on a bunk in 
the department lock-up when he rolled off 
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WANTED TO BUY Antiques & Collectibles 


Paying Top Dollar For Scrap Gold/Silver 


e Furniture ¢ Lamps © Tools ¢ Clocks ¢ Radios © Coins 
¢ Guitars & Other Musical Instruments ¢ Watches © Toys 
e Paintings ¢ Pottery & Porcelain ¢ Glass & China 
© Gold & Silver Jewelry ¢ Costume Jewelry ¢ Hummels 
e Military Items ¢ Books ¢ Fishing - Hunting ¢ Sporting Collectibles 
e Jugs & Crocks ¢ Photography ¢ Railroad 
e Trunks ¢ Fountain Pens ¢ Postcards ¢ Picture Frames 
e Advertising ¢ Knives ® Marbles ¢ Doorstops ¢ Signs ¢ etc. 
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Buying single items or complete estates. 
Conducting weekly trips. 


Salishury’s Antiques 


PO Box 3044 
Skowhegan ME 04976 


Call Jim Salisbury 1-800-991-9052 


the buck and onto the cell floor. About 10 
minutes later, an officer appears and tries 
to revive Torrice, who is removed from the 
cell. 

Manchester police arrested Torrice 
on July 8 and charged him with interfer- 
ing with police, possession of a controlled 
substance and possession of drug parapher- 
nalia. He was wanted by police in Dutchess 
County, New York, on burglary and larceny 
charges. His last known residence was in 
Dutchess County. 

Torrice is believed to have had friends in 
Manchester, authorities said. 
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Taser 
from Page 1 


through the already-deployed 
wires that were still connected to 
Muschette. 

Muschette, through his lawyers 
Eric Baum and Andrew Rozynski, 
filed a lawsuit in federal court alleg- 
ing, among other things, Gionfriddo 
used excessive force in using a stun 

n. 

The lawsuit was ultimately 
dismissed against Gionfriddo in 
2018 on appeal by the U.S. Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals, which said 
Gionfriddo had a reasonable basis to 
believe Muschette posed a threat to 


himself or other staff members. 

Muschette, however, also filed 
a lawsuit in 2020 against the town 
and Gionfriddo in state court alleg- 
ing assault and battery. 

The Town Council voted to settle 
that action, without comment, on 
July 14 following a brief explanation 
by Dallas Dodge. 

In an email, Dodge said the way 
the town is insured, the town will 
pay $72,000, which is the difference 
between the $250,000 settlement and 
the $172,000 it spent on legal fees. 

The town’s insurer will pay the 
remaining $178,000 of the settle- 
ment amount. 

“The Town of West Hartford 
takes all allegations of excessive 


force very seriously,” Dodge said in 
a statement. “This is a case that was 
filed almost a decade ago, dismissed 
in federal court and subsequently 
refiled in state court. The settlement 
is not an admission of fault or liabil- 
ity by the Town or the defendant 
police officer. After defense costs, 
the majority of the settlement will 
be paid by the Town’s excess insur- 
ance carrier. Out of respect for the 
agreement to settle, we will have no 
further comment.” 

Efforts to reach Muschette’s attor- 
ney’s for comment were not success- 


ful. 


Ted Glanzer can be reached at 
tglanzer@courant.com. 


Pratt Street Salsa Socials returned this summer in downtown Hartford. HARTFORD BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 


Pratt 


from Page 1 


project planned for the street. 

“This is not a pipe dream 
anymore,” Michael Seidenfeld, 
chief operating officer at Shel- 
bourne Global Solutions LLC of 
Brooklyn, New York, a partner in 
the project and downtown’s larg- 
est commercial landlord, said at this 
week’s event. 

The hope is the combination of 
apartment dwellers and a broad 
variety of storefronts — ranging 
from restaurants and bars to cloth- 
ing stores and coffee shops paired 
with a bakery and a tattoo parlor 
— will attract visitors from within 
and outside the city, according to 
Julio Concepcion, executive direc- 
tor of the Hartford Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“Why not Pratt Street?” Michael 
Gerrity, co-owner of Urban Lodge 
Brewing Co., which plans to open 
this winter at 88 Pratt St. in the 
brewery’s first expansion beyond 
Manchester. “There are so many 
places that are going to be opening 
on the street. We are lucky to be part 
of it” 

Gerrity and his partner Ryan 
Fagan are taking on a 6,000 square 
foot space, with 800 square feet on 
an upper level for events. 

“We have a similar set-up in 
Manchester where we are part of 
the fabric of downtown,’ Gerrity 
said. “We’ve always said we’d like 


to be in Hartford” 

Earlier this spring, Pratt Street 
was officially restricted to pedes- 
trians, part of a years-long effort to 
bring more events and foot traffic to 
the street, said Jordon Polon, exec- 
utive director of the Hartford Busi- 
ness Improvement District. 

Gov. Ned Lamont stopped by the 
event and toured some of the store- 
fronts. 

“T can tell you it’s bigger than the 
sum of the the parts,” Lamont said. 
“That’s the strategy. Each of these 
guys are going to reinforce each 
other, and Pratt Street is going to 
become a destination. I believe it.” 

At 80 Pratt St., the owners of the 
Bloom Bake Shop, sisters Alex Pilon 
and Monica Beaudoin, told Lamont 
they were expanding their bakery 
from incubator space at the former 
Swift factory in the North End. In 
addition to their baked goods, they 
will sell coffee and fresh flowers. 
Custom seating will encourage 
patrons to linger. 

“You can get your coffee and 
pastry and have a little informal 
meeting and hang out,” Beaudoin 
told Lamont. 

The city’s grant program, “Hart 
Lift,” which is being adminis- 
tered by the Hartford Chamber of 
Commerce, allows property owners 
who can qualify for grants up to $50 
a square foot — up to $150,000 in 
total. There must be a signed agree- 
ment between the property owner 
and the tenant. 

The grants also must be matched 


100% downtown and 50% in the 
neighborhoods. The match must 
come from the property owner, 
the business owner or a a combi- 
nation of the two. Grants must be 
returned if a business does not ulti- 
mately open. 

While Pratt Street is a major 
beneficiary of Hart Lift, the grants 
have been approved for elsewhere 
downtown and in city neighbor- 
hoods. 

At 54 Pratt St. the owners of 
liqueur distiller Hartford Flavor Co. 
plan to bring their organic, all-nat- 
ural spirits to a long-shuttered 
restaurant space, combining cock- 
tails mixed from their liqueurs and 
vodkas with a light, farm-to-table 
menu in early February. 

In the back of the restaurant, 
the couple hopes to create a parlor 
with an art deco atmosphere, eclec- 
tic furniture around a gas fireplace 
with an antique mantle The area 
would encourage parlor games 
— gin rummy and other card and 
board games — and hanging out. 

“This is a thing that is very much 
a thing in New York and Boston, but 
there’s none around here,” Lelaneia 
Dubay, the distillery’s co-owner 
said. 

Her partner and husband Tom 
Dubay said” “Folks who are living 
in small apartments, they need an 
extended living space, so we will be 
their extended living space.” 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can be reached 
at kgosselin@courant.com. 


Rentals 
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We thought it would take 18 months 
to lease, it took eight months. We’ve 
been 100 percent leased for a year.” 

That success put Kronstadt and 
the Kligermans on a construction 
campaign in central Connecticut that 
shows no signs of letting up, despite 
ayear of viciously high construction 
costs and rising interest rates. 

They are building 75 units on 
Murtha’s Way in Granby and expect 
the initial ones will be ready for 
occupancy in August. In Bloomfield, 
they took over a long-stalled plan to 
build traditional one-family houses 
and instead are putting up 90 town- 
houses and attached duplexes. 

“The demand for larger units is 
stronger than ever. The whole work- 
from-home phenomenon means 
people want the extra bedroom for 
the home office,” Kronstadt said. 

“People want more space nowa- 
days. When you're not going to the 


office every day, that whole live- 
work-play phenomenon of your 
home changes entirely. Everyone 
wants more space than traditional 
apartments,” he said. 

Most of the partnership’s new 
projects are two- and three-bed- 
room units. But Krown Point and 
Connecticut Realty Trust are trying 
out afew four-bedroom units in their 
new construction, believing that 
young families and empty-nesters 
will be eager for them. 

“Even if it’s a higher price point, 
they want the extra bedroom, they 
want the privacy of a home, they 
want a private garage,” he said. 

Like many developers introduc- 
ing large-scale residential housing 
in the past few years, the plans are 
heavy on amenities. Part of the new 
Granby project is centered around a 
swimming pool and clubhouse with 
outdoor fire pits; another section has 
more fire pits, a dog park and bocce 
courts. 

Robert Kligerman said a key 
feature of the Granby project is the 
location: “It’s minutes to required 


household goods and services, yet in 
acountry setting which feels a world 
apart.” 

Large rental units offer tenants 
the “actual and emotional benefits 
of luxury home ownership,” he said, 
but without the upfront investment 
or the maintenance demands. 

Bard Kligerman noted that a 25 
percent of the new Granby apart- 
ments were pre-leased even before 
a model was available to show. 

“Single-family rentals are one 
of the fastest-growing real estate 
sectors across the country, but has 
been lacking in the Northeast,’ he 
said. 

Project Manager Perry Gold is 
directing a team of 75 subcontractors 
and trades workers at the Granby 
site. The Bloomfield project is 
expected to break ground early next 
year, and Kronstadt said another one 
— inacentral Connecticut commu- 
nity that he won’t name yet — should 
bring another 120 to 160 units. 


Don Stacom can be reached at 
dstacom@courant.com. 


Senate 
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of Klarides and against U.S. Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal. 

The largest contribution was 
$270,000 from Orange resident 
Konstantina Bajko, the owner of the 
Chip’s Family Restaurant. Klarides 
has been a close family friend of the 
Greek immigrants who founded 
the chain of five Chip’s restaurants, 
including George Chatzopoulos, a 
larger-than-life entrepreneur who 
died in January of brain cancer at the 
age of 55. 

Other contributions included 
$100,000 from retired health care 
executive Robert Patricelli of Sims- 
bury, $75,000 from Old Lyme invest- 
ment manager John David Kelsey, 
and $50,000 from construction 


executive William Tomasso of New 
Britain. 

The candidates are all wealthy 
and have put large sums of their own 
money into their campaigns. Levy 
has loaned her campaign about $1 
million, while Lumaj has loaned 
$258,000. Klarides had already 
spent more than $400,000 of her 
own money in exploring the race 
for governor before switching to the 
Senate, and she most recently loaned 
another $40,000 to her campaign. 

Levy leads the primary contend- 
ers with nearly $640,000 in cash 
on hand, while Klarides and Lumaj 
have less than $475,000 each. 

Blumenthal, a Democratic power- 
house who has never lost a politi- 
cal race in his 37-year career, has 
$8.3 million on cash on hand — far 
surpassing all three of his Republi- 
can rivals. 


The GOP campaign entered anew 
phase as Lumaj publicly called upon 
Levy to stop any personal attacks 
this week on Klarides because her 
89-year-old mother died Friday at 
Griffin Hospital in Derby after a 
lengthy illness. The wake is Thurs- 
day, and the funeral Mass is Friday. 

The Levy campaign said Wednes- 
day that Levy and her supporters 
had been unaware of the death of 
Theodora Klarides until Monday — 
after a detailed memo of criticisms 
of Klarides and Blumenthal had 
already been released. 

Levy expressed her sympathies 
Tuesday morning on a radio show 
hosted by former Republican legis- 
lator Gary Byron, which has a wide 
listenership among Republicans. 


Christopher Keating can be reached 
at ckeating@courant.com. 


BRIEFS 

Windsor woman admits 
defrauding employer and lender 
of more than $700,000 


A Windsor woman pleaded guilty Tuesday in Hartford to a 
charge stemming from fraud against her former employer and 
one of its lenders, according to federal authorities. 

Margaret Boisture, 50, pleaded guilty to one count of wire fraud 
affecting a financial institution, a charge that carries aterm of up 
to 30 years in prison, according to federal authorities. 

Federal authorities said, citing court documents and state- 
ments made in court, that Boisture functioned as the “chief finan- 
cial employee of ZoneFlow Reactor Technologies, a pre-revenue 
company in the business of developing and commercializing a 
new technology that improves the efficiency of the production 
of hydrogen.” 

Further, between about October 2016 and February 2020, 
“Boisture defrauded ZoneFlow, PayPal and WebBank by divert- 
ing ZoneFlow money to herself; taking unauthorized loans that 
caused ZoneFlow to pay additional interest expense; and making 
misrepresentations to PayPal and WebBank to induce them to 
make unauthorized loans to ZoneFlow that expanded the pool 
of money from which Boisture could take,” federal authorities 
said in a statement. 

In total, Boisture’s “criminal conduct caused losses of 
$632,159.78 to ZoneF low and $78,066.76 to PayPal and WebBank,” 
the statement said. 

Boisture is free on a $500,000 bond pending sentencing, which 
is not yet scheduled, according to federal authorities. 


— Courant staff report 


West Hartford man killed 
in New Haven shooting 


New Haven police are investigating a shooting that left a West 
Hartford man dead on Monday night. 

The New Haven Police Department received a Shotspotter 
alert of gunfire on Kensington Street between Chapel Street and 
Edgewood Avenue around 11:30 p.m. on Monday. Responding 
officers located a 29-year-old West Hartford man, identified as 
Evan Howard, who was struck by gunfire. 

Howard was transported to Yale New Haven Hospital where 
he was pronounced dead, police said. 

The Bureau of Identification responded to the scene and 
collected ballistic evidence. Detectives are investigating the shoot- 
ing. Anyone who witnessed the shooting or has information is 
asked to contact the New Haven Police Department’s Investiga- 
tive Services Division at 203-946-6304. Callers may submit tips 
anonymously by calling 1-866-888-TIPS(8477), or text “NHPD” 
plus your message to 274637 (CRIMES). 


— Mike Mavredakis 


Wallingford police arrest 
suspect in theft of purse, cars 


A 16-year-old boy was arrested after allegedly stealing a 
woman’s purse at a gas station, fleeing in a stolen car that crashed 
and stealing another vehicle, according to the Wallingford Police 
Department. 

Police responded to Stop & Shop Gas on North Colony Road 
after a report ofa theft. They said they two juveniles drove off in 
astolen beige Chevy Traverse after reportedly stealing a woman’s 
purse while she was pumping gas. One boy was wearing all black 
and the other was wearing all red, police said. 

While searching the area, police were called to the area of 
South Main Street and Chester Avenue where the stolen Traverse 
crashed just moments after teens allegedly attempted to steal 
another car near South Main and Green Street, police said. 

The two boys then ran off and were seen at an Audi dealership 
on South Colony Road, police said. Moments later, the two report- 
edly stole a black Toyota Corolla outside of Fabi’s Pizza on South 
Main Street behind the Audi dealership, police said. 

The two boys reportedly drove off in the stolen Corolla headed 
south on South Colony Road into North Haven, where officers 
located them at the Citgo gas station on Washington Avenue. 

The boy dressed in black, who was driving the car, reportedly 
locked the car doors and drove off, leaving the boy dressed in red 
behind, where he was arrested. 

The 16-year-old was charged with first- and second-degree 
larceny and third-degree burglary. He was issued a juvenile court 
summons and released to a parent. 

He is scheduled to appear in at the at the Superior Court for 
Juvenile Matters in New Haven on on July 26. 


— Mike Mavredakis 


Landscaping worker seriously hurt, 
pinned between truck, trailer 


Anemployee of a landscaping company was seriously injured 
after she was pinned between atruck and atrailer in Litchfield on 
Tuesday, according to the Connecticut State Police. 

A 66-year-old Litchfield man driving a Porsche Macan was trav- 
eling north on Baldwin Hill Road about 10 a.m. when he collided 
with a landscape trailer and truck parked off the right side of 
the road. The landscaping employee, a 31-year-old woman from 
Torrington, was standing to the rear of the Porsche when she was 
pinned between the trailer and truck due to the impact, police said. 

She was transported to Waterbury Hospital with serious inju- 
ries to her lower extremities, according to police. 

The driver of the Porsche suffered minor injuries but refused 
additional medical attention, police said. Anyone with informa- 
tion is asked to contact Troop L of the State Police. 


— Mike Mavredakis 


3 arrested in connection with string 
of retail thefts in Hartford area 


A Connecticut State Police detective suffered a minor injury 
while arresting a Hartford man in connection with a series of 
retail thefts in the Greater Hartford area. 

The Connecticut State Police said detectives saw aman driving 
an overdue U-Haul rental van with heavily tinted windows and 
all the decals removed about 3 p.m. 

Detectives followed the van until it stopped for gas on Brainard 
Road in Hartford, police said. Once stopped, the driver got out of 
the vehicle and placed a firearm on the center console, police said. 

Police said the driver, identified as Edwin Pacheco, 26, of Hart- 
ford, was “combative and non-compliant” as they tried to arrest him. 
The detective suffered a minor injury to his shoulder, police said. 

Pacheco and his front-seat passenger, Bryan Shepherd, 33, of 
Canterbury, had felony warrants for larceny, engaging in pursuit 
and interfering with arrested. A third passenger, Danielle Pelletier, 
40, of Manchester, also had two active warrants and was arrested. 

Police found 30 bags of fentanyl, narcotics paraphernalia, 
burglary tools, knives, a machete, a fake gun and a loaded gun 
without a serial number and a threaded barrel during a search of 
the vehicle, they said. 

Pacheco and Shepherd were charged with having a weapon ina 
motor vehicle, criminal possession ofa firearm, illegal possession 
of an assault weapon, interfering and possession of a controlled 
substance. Pacheco is being held on a $500,000 bond, and Shep- 
herd is being held on a $200,000 bond. They were scheduled to 
appear in Hartford court on Wednesday. 


— Mike Mavredakis 
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Firebox restaurant to reopen with new name 


New owner Forge City Works raises funds to start Fire by Forge 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


Firebox, the Hartford restaurant that 
closed in 2020 as a result of the pandemic, 
will open again with a new name — Fire by 
Forge — and newly owned by Forge City 
Works, if fundraising goes as planned, Forge 
City Works Executive Director Ben Dubow 
announced. 

Forge City Works is a social enterprise 
initiative that provides culinary industry job 
training and food access to people in vulner- 
able populations in the city. 

Dubow said Fire by Forge will become 
part of Forge City Works’ culinary and 
customer service jobs-training program, and 


will offer transitional employment, intern- 
ships and apprenticeships. 

“We're working hard to build equity and 
diversity and inclusion and belonging into 
our model in all respects, in compensation, 
in hiring and promotion. That is the culture 
we will create within the restaurant,” he said. 

On forgecityworks.com, Fire by Forge, 
which will be at 539 Broad St., is described as 
“an upscale casual, chef-driven Pan-Ameri- 
can inspired cafe, restaurant and bar.” 

Firebox was owned by Melville Charitable 
Trust and was operated as a separate entity 
from Billings Forge Community Works, 
which has been renamed Forge City Works. 

“The Melville Charitable Trust is our 
primary funder and strategic partner ... 


but Forge City Works is its own 501(c)3 
non-profit organization,” Dubow said 

An event will be held on Aug. 3 from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. at the restaurant in hopes of 
completing fundraising for renovations, 
build-out and prep budget. 

Dubow said Forge City Works already has 
raised $60,000. When the fundraising gets 
to $75,000, Fire by Forge will qualify for a 
$150,000 matching grant from Hart Lift, the 
city program to revitalize shuttered store- 
fronts. 

Dubow said the total fundraising goal is 
$380,000. 

“The build-out and renovations, which 
we hope to start by September or October, 
will be covered by Hart Lift and the match” 


Dubow said. “The rest will go into pre-rev- 
enue operations, such as hiring and train- 
ing management and staff, building up an 
inventory.” 

To attend the Aug. 3 fundraiser, register 
at forgecityworks.org/event/finish-the-lift. 

Forge City Works used to run the cafe on 
the ground floor of the main branch of Hart- 
ford Public Library. It closed in August 2021. 
The cafe’s closure was aresult of the empty- 
ing of the downtown area as a result of the 
pandemic, as well as the end of funding from 
the Workforce Innovation & Opportunity 
Act, which helped to underwrite the cafe. 

Forge City Works currently operates The 
Kitchen at 558 Broad St., which sells break- 
fast and lunch as well as dinner kits. 


Susan Dunne can be reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 
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Aaliyah Perry of Hartford, left, receives some pointers from Rebecca Beebe of Connecticut Children’s Injury Prevention Center, right, during a 
community bicycle skills day Wednesday at Fred D. Wish Museum School in Hartford. JESSICA HILL PHOTOS/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Mckenzie Small of Hartford, right, laughs as Renee Beavers of Connecticut 
Children’s Injury Prevention Center pretends to ride her bike during a 
community bicycle skills day at Fred D. Wish Museum School in Hartford. 


Fiona Regan Lefebvre of Wethersfield 
maneuvers through an obstacle course 
during a community bicycle skills day at Fred 
D.Wish Museum School in Hartford. Children 
received free helmets, lights for their bicycles 
and learned skills and safety through an 
obstacle course. 


Sharing 
smiles 
an 


skills 


Felix Regan-Lefebvre, 6, of Wethersfield 
rides for the first time on his bicycle without 
assistance as his father Thomas Regan- 
Lefebvre, right, who was running alongside 
during acommunity bicycle skills day 
Wednesday at Fred D. Wish Museum School 
in Hartford. 


By Alison Cross 
Hartford Courant 


WEST HARTFORD ~— It’s not every day 
you come across a 7-foot pencil. A West 
Hartford woodcarver, with the help of his 
two young daughters, has just crafted one, 
and, for now, has it on display in his yard. 

When Eilon Caspi got a call from friends 
who were clearing trees on their property, 
Caspi drove over, squeezed a 10-foot cedar 
into his Subaru Forester and took it to the 
family workshop. 

In the studio, Caspi got creative, carving 
the giant pencil almost entirely out of hand 
tools — Caspi only used a power tool once to 
drill in the dowel for the pencil’s tip. He used 
Home Depot’s paint scanner on a regular 
pencil to find a perfect match for the clas- 
sic yellow body and pink eraser. Caspi also 
fitted two tomato cans to the wood for the 
pencil’s ferrule — the name for the metal 
band — and colored in the sharpened tip 
with pencil graphite. 

Caspi’s giant pencil will sit on display 
outside his West Hartford home for the rest 
of the summer, but Caspi plans to offer the 
carving to Morley Elementary School, where 
his daughter goes to school. 

“Teachers, as everybody knows, went 
through very, very difficult times during the 
pandemic. It’s always a tough job and not 
always appreciated or supported. So it’s my 


way of saying thank you,” Caspi said. “The 
world of wood is way beyond the wood itself 
... it opens up spaces for connecting with 
people in the community.” 

For Caspi, carving is more than a hobby 
— it’s a passion that he shares with his 
daughters, 7-year-old Natalie and 3-year- 
old Eleanor. 

Natalie and Eleanor worked together with 
their father to paint and carve the pencil. 
Caspi said that through each project, they 
learn about tackling challenges, finding solu- 
tions and giving back to their community. 

“When we’re in the shop, every moment 
there, I know that we’re creating memories 
that they will cherish forever,’ Caspi said. 
“To have them a part of the process is always 
wonderful.” 

Caspi said that the family workshop, 
which they call the “World of Wood” or 
WOW for short, was pivotal in shaping the 
family’s pandemic experience. 

“All you need to dois open the side door of 
the kitchen and walk a few steps down, and 
we're in this different world,” Caspi said. “It’s 
another space where we kind of can forget 
ourselves and not worry about the virus and 
just do our thing. It’s very healing.” 

Caspi, a gerontologist and an assistant 
research professor at the University of 
Connecticut, first started wood carving in 
an elementary school class in Israel where 
he grew up. “I remember the smell of the 
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Eilon Caspi with his daughters Natalie,right, 
and Eleanor. Caspi and the girls carved and 
painted a 7-foot pencil. EILON CASPI PHOTOS 


wood,” he said. 

While Caspi always thought fondly of 
those first few years of carving as a young 
boy, he stepped away from the hobby. Caspi 
told himself that if he was lucky enough, 
when he was 80 he would carve again. 

At the urging of his wife, Caspi jump 
started that dream just before turning 40. 
While the couple was living in Minneapolis, 
she signed him up for classes with Konstan- 
tinos Papadakis, an old-world, wood-carv- 
ing master from the Greek island of Crete. 
For the next six and a half years, Papadakis 
taught Caspi the craft. 

“He would say, don’t try to make it 
perfect,’ Caspi said. 
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Over the last 10 years, Caspi has carved 
sculptures that include signs of gratitude for 
his daughters’ schools, an outdoor library, a 
sunflower for Ukraine and even a brain for 
the Cushing Center at Yale University. 

With every piece he learns something 
new. 

“It’s being in the present, it’s connecting 
with the wood, it’s learning from the wood, 
it’s learning patience with the wood,” Caspi 
said. “It’s very meditative.” 


Alison Cross can be reached at across@ 
courant.com. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Elizabeth M. Siegel, Late of 
Clinton (22-0395) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated July 15, 
2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Jacqueline Craco, Assistant Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Laurel L. laccarino and Arthur R. Siegel 
c/o ELIZABETH NEALON BYRNE, BYRNE 
ESTATE AND ELDER LAW PLLC, 101 
CENTERPOINT DRIVE, SUITE 243, 
MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457 

7/21/22 7253691 
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The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated July 18, 
2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Selling an item 
Hiring an employee 


Jacqueline Craco, Assistant Clerk 


M i 
The fiduciary is: 
Patrick Saxton 
c/o ROBERT C LEITZE, ROBERT C. LEITZE, 
37 BOSTON STREET, GUILFORD, CT 06437 
F R f D "4 S [ Ny July 21, 2022 7254384 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


There will be a Public Hearing of the 
Bristol City Council to be held on Tuesday, 
July 26, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Board 
of Education Auditorium, 129 Church 
Street, Bristol, Connecticut. 

1. The purpose of the hearing is to re- 
ceive public input regarding the following 
proposed Charter changes contained in 
the Charter Revision Commission Draft 
Report: 

a. Increasing the membership of the city 
council and board of finance through 
multi party representation. 

b. Changing the term of the Mayor from a 
two year term to a four year term. 

c. Expanding the types and penalties 
for misconduct for elected or appointed 
Officials. 

d. Changing the public process for creat- 
ing council districts. 

e. Technical revisions for consistency in 
terminology and capitalization. 

Per Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano, Chairman 
DATED this 18th day of July, 2022. 
7/21/22 7253653 
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EU proposes energy plan 
as Russia gas cutoff looms 


Members would voluntarily cut usage 15% with mandatory reductions possible 


By Raf Casert 


Associated Press 


BRUSSELS — The European Union’s 
head office on Wednesday proposed that 
member states cut their gas use by 15% over 
the coming months as the bloc braced for a 
possible full Russian cutoff of natural gas 
supplies that could add a big chill to the 
upcoming winter. 

While the initial cuts would be volun- 
tary, the Commission also asked for the 
power to impose mandatory reductions 
across the bloc in the event of an EU-wide 
emergency caused by what Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen saw as a 
deliberate attempt by President Vladimir 
Putin to weaponize gas exports. 

“Russia is blackmailing us. Russia is using 
energy as a weapon. And therefore, in any 
event, whether it’s a partial major cutoff of 
Russian gas or total cutoff of Russian gas, 
Europe needs to be ready,’ von der Leyen 
said. 

EU member states will discuss the 
measures at an emergency meeting of 


energy ministers next Tuesday. For them to 
be approved, national capitals would have 
to consider yielding some of their powers 
over energy policy to Brussels. 

“We have to be proactive. We have to 
prepare for a potential full disruption of 
Russian gas. And this is a likely scenario. 
That’s what we’ve seen in the past,” von der 
Leyen said, adding that Kremlin-controlled 
Gazprom showed scant interest in market 
forces and instead played a political game 
to choke off the EU. 

Saving 15% on gas use between August 
and next March will not come all that easy. 
The European Commission signaled its 
proposed target would require EU coun- 
tries as a whole to triple the rationing 
achieved to date since the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine started Feb. 24. 

“EU-level savings so far have been equal 
to 5%,” EU Energy Commissioner Kadri 
Simson said. “This is clearly not enough.” 

Wednesday’s proposal comes at a time 
when a blog post from the International 
Monetary Fund has warned about the 
weaknesses of the 27-nation bloc. 


“The partial shutoff of gas deliveries is 
already affecting European growth, and a 
full shutdown could be substantially more 
severe,” the IMFBlog warned. It added that 
gross domestic product in member nations 
like Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech 
Republic could shrink by up to 6%. 

Italy, a country already facing serious 
economic problems, “would also face 
significant impacts.” 

EU economic forecasts last week showed 
that Russia’s war in Ukraine is expected 
to wreak havoc with economic recov- 
ery for the foreseeable future, with lower 
annual growth and record-high inflation. 
The disruptions in Russian energy trade 
threaten to trigger a recession in the bloc 
just as it is recovering from a pandemic-in- 
duced slump 

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, the EU has 
approved bans on Russian coal and most oil 
to take effect later this year, but it did not 
include natural gas. Now, von der Leyen is 
convinced Putin will cut off gas anyway to 
try to wreak economic and political havoc 
in Europe this winter. 


Jefferson Union High School District teacher Eleonor Obedoza, her husband, Arman, and son Angelo, 12, gather on July 8 in their new three- 
bedroom apartment in Daly City, Calif. The district is one of the few in the U.S. with a teacher housing program. GODOFREDO A. VASQUEZ/AP 


Keeping educators in-house 


Districts building affordable 
housing to fight a national 
teacher shortage, high rents 


By Janie Har 
Associated Press 


DALY CITY, Calif. — San Francisco 
Bay Area high school teacher Lisa Raskin 
moved out of a cramped apartment she 
was sharing with a roommate and into 
her own place this month, paying a deeply 
discounted $1,500 a month for a one-bed- 
room with expansive views within walking 
distance to work. 

It was once an impossible dream in an 
exorbitantly priced region hostile to new 
housing. But her employer, a 4,000-student 
school district south of San Francisco, was 
the rare success story in the struggle to 
provide affordable housing and in May, it 
opened 122 apartments for teachers and 
staff. 

“T have a sense of community, which I 
think is more valuable than anything else,” 
the 41-year-old San Francisco native said. 
“More districts really need to consider this 
model. I think it shows educators that they 
value them.” 


The Jefferson Union High School 
District in Daly City is among just a hand- 
ful of places in the country with educa- 
tor housing. But with a national teacher 
shortage and rapidly rising rents, the work- 
ing-class district could serve as a harbinger 
as schools across the U.S. seek to attract and 
retain educators. 

“This is absolutely a solution for other 
districts. As we’ve gone through the 
process, we’ve learned of so many other 
districts interested in doing what we’ve 
done,” said Andrew Lie, a school board 
trustee. 

In West Virginia, the American Feder- 
ation of Teachers recently helped open a 
building with apartments for teachers and 
retail shops that officials hope will revital- 
ize the rural town of Welch. 

Teachers were traveling “hours and 
hours to get to school and back,” said Randi 
Weingarten, AFT union president. “So this 
became an idea to spark economic develop- 
ment and to create housing.” 

Roughly a quarter of the 500 employ- 
ees at Jefferson Union were resigning or 
retiring every year and the district, where 
teacher salaries for the 2022-23 year start at 
$60,000, could not compete with wealth- 
ier schools that pay new teachers $76,000 


or more. 

So in 2017-2018, officials came up witha 
plan to address recruitment and retention, 
including a $75 million housing complex 
for teachers and staff financed in part by 
a $30 million bond measure approved by 
voters in 2018. 

The district also has a more ambitious 
plan to lease school property for a 1,200- 
unit development that would mix retail 
with market-rate housing and generate 
revenue to beef up teacher salaries. But 
the Sierra Club’s local chapter and others 
have expressed objections. They want 
more units at below-market rents and taller 
buildings to preserve more open space, 
including a decades-old garden scheduled 
for razing. 

So far, the district is opposed to those 
changes, inflaming critics. 

Tenants at the school district complex 
can stay up to five years, hopefully using 
the time to save up for a down payment on 
ahouse. 

But those too are becoming more difficult 
to buy. A 2016 study by Redfin found that 
only 20% of homes for sale across major 
U.S. metro areas were affordable on an aver- 
age teacher’s salary of $62,800, down from 
34% in 2012. 


Fed monitor: 
UAW slows 
probe into 
misconduct 


By Tom Krisher 
Associated Press 


DETROIT — A monitor appointed by a 
federal judge in the wake of a United Auto 
Workers bribery and embezzlement scandal 
contends that the union has been uncooper- 
ative by withholding information on addi- 
tional misconduct allegations. 

The monitor, Neil Barofsky, made the 
assertion in his third report to Judge David 
Lawson in Detroit. Barofsky accused the 
union of concealing an investigation into the 
mishandling of cash by an assistant regional 
director of the UAW. 

Barofsky alerted the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Detroit, which investigated the original 
scandal. U.S. Attorney Dawn Ison told the 
union that it was violating a court order by 
concealing the information, and the UAW 
has been behaving properly since, Barofsky 
wrote. 

But he wrote that the union was obstruct- 
ing him. 

“The union’s concealment of evidence 
of the misconduct of one of its leaders and 
its own investigation into that misconduct 
interfered with the monitor’s ability to carry 
out his work,” Barofsky wrote. 

His assertions raise questions about 
whether the union has reformed itself as it 
has announced, and whether Ison’s office 
has begun further investigations. 

A spokeswoman for Ison declined to 
comment. 

In astatement, the union said it’s commit- 
ted to rebuilding trust and transforming the 
UAW’s culture. 

“We have proven that with a myriad of 
already implemented changes to policies 
and the creation of processes that ensure 
accountability,” the statement said. 

The union, the statement said, would 
balance the need to make reforms with 
the mandate of bargaining for equitable 
contracts. 


USPS planning 
to buy more EVs 


WASHINGTON — The US. Postal Service 
plans to substantially increase the number 
of electric-powered vehicles it’s buying to 
replace its fleet of aging delivery trucks, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

The Postal Service anticipates boosting 
electric vehicles from 20% to 50% in its 
initial purchase of 50,000 vehicles — with 
the first of them rolling onto delivery routes 
next year. It also proposes buying an addi- 
tional 34,500 commercially available vehi- 
cles over two years, officials said. 

The proposal, to be posted in the Federal 
Register on Thursday, came after 16 states, 
environmental groups and a labor union 
sued to halt purchases of next-generation 
delivery vehicles under the initial plan that 
was skewed toward gas-powered trucks. 


US wants energy 
talks with Mexico 


WASHINGTON — The United States is 
putting pressure on Mexico over energy 
policies that Washington says unfairly favor 
Mexico’s state-owned electricity and oil 
companies. 

The U.S. is demanding talks to resolve the 
dispute, starting a process Wednesday that 
could end in trade sanctions against Mexico. 

Among the disputed issues is an amend- 
ment to Mexican law last year that the 
USS. says gives an unfair edge to electricity 
produced by Mexico’s state-owned utility 
over energy from private companies and by 
cleaner sources such as wind and solar. 

The U.S. also protests a regulation that 
gives only the state oil and gas company 
extra time to comply with standards limiting 
the sulfur allowed in automotive diesel fuel. 


June US home sales slid amid record prices 


By Alex Veiga 
Associated Press 


Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes 
slowed for the fifth consecutive month in 
June as higher mortgage rates and rising 
prices thwarted many home hunters. 

Existing home sales fell 5.4% last month 
from May to a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 5.12 million, the National Association 
of Realtors said Wednesday. 

That’s lower than the 5.37 million home 
sales pace economists were expecting, 
according to FactSet. Sales fell 14.2% from 
June last year. 

After climbing to a 6.49 million annual 
rate in January, sales have fallen to the slow- 
est pace since June 2020, near the start of 


the pandemic, when they were running at 
an annualized rate of 4.77 million homes. 
Excluding the pandemic-related slow- 
down, sales in June were running at the 
slowest pace since January 2019. 

Even as home sales slowed, home prices 
kept climbing in June. The national median 
home price jumped 13.4% in June from a 
year earlier to $416,000. That’s an all-time 
high according to data going back to 1999, 
NAR said. Despite the increase, home 
prices are not climbing as much as they 
were earlier this year. 

The June’s sales report is the late 
evidence that the housing market, a key 
driver of economic growth, is slowing as 
homebuyers grapple with sharply higher 
mortgage rates than a year ago. 


The average rate on a 30-year fixed-rate 
home loan climbed to 5.51% last week, 
according to mortgage buyer Freddie Mac. 
A year ago it averaged 2.88%. 

Mortgage rates have been climbing in 
response to a sharp increase in 10-year 
Treasury yields, reflecting expectations of 
higher interest rates overall as the Federal 
Reserve raises its benchmark rate in a bid 
to quell inflation. 

Even with higher mortgage rates strain- 
ing affordability, homes aren’t staying on 
the market for long. On average, homes 
sold in just 14 days of hitting the market 
last month, the fastest sales pace tracked 
by the NAR. It was 16 days in May. Before 
the pandemic, homes typically sold more 
than 30 days after being listed for sale. 


Existing home sales 


Scale in millions 
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The Vatican announced Tuesday it has adopted a centralized, reformed investment policy, 
after a decade of efforts to clean up its murky financial practices. ANDREW MEDICHINI/AP 


Vatican revamps investment 
policy amid financial scandal 


By Nicole Winfield 


Associated Press 


ROME — The Vatican has 
centralized and overhauled 
its investment strategy after 
a botched deal lost tens of 
millions of euros, impos- 
ing a policy that prohibits 
investments in products 
such as pornography and 
weapons and prioritizes 
prudent investing in indus- 
tries that promote the 
common good. 

The new policy an- 
nounced Tuesday by the 
Secretariat for the Economy 
bans speculative invest- 
ments, short selling and in- 
vesting in highly leveraged 
or complex financial prod- 
ucts or in countries vulner- 
able to money laundering 
and terrorist financing. 

Vatican offices have one 
year to come up with a 
divestment strategy if any of 
their investments fall under 
prohibited categories. 

The policy follows a 
decade of efforts, first by 
Pope Benedict XVI and then 
Pope Francis, to try to clean 
up the Vatican’s murky 
finances and its reputation 
as an offshore tax haven 


with little or no expertise, 
oversight or accountability 
guiding investment deci- 
sions. 

The Vatican’s less-than- 
professional financial 
practices attracted a 
broader spotlight when 
Vatican prosecutors in 2019 
launched an investigation 
into the secretariat of state’s 
350 million euro investment 
in a London property, 
which lost the Holy See 
tens of millions in fees and 
commissions to brokers and 
other losses. 

Ten people, including a 
cardinal, Italian brokers 
and former Vatican officials, 
have been on trial for a year 
on arange of alleged finan- 
cial crimes. 

Evidence presented at 
the trial showed the secre- 
tariat of state’s 600 million 
euro sovereign wealth fund 
was essentially managed 
by one priest. Monsignor 
Alberto Perlasca recom- 
mended investments to 
his superior, who in turn 
trusted the advice, even 
though Perlasca had little or 
no outside expertise, over- 
sight or criteria guiding his 
decisions. 


He originally was a prime 
suspect in the investigation 
but flipped and became the 
prosecution’s star witness. 

At one point, according to 
court documents and testi- 
mony, the Vatican consid- 
ered investing 200 million 
euros in an Angola oil 
extraction deal. A decision 
was made against it and the 
money instead went toward 
converting a former ware- 
house of luxury department 
store Harrod’s into aluxury 
residential property. 

At another point, the 
Vatican invested in a fund 
behind the Elton John 
biopic “Rocketman.” 

Even before the new 
policy was announced, 
Francis had stripped the 
secretariat of state of its 
ability to manage its own 
money and ordered the 
assets transferred to the 
Administration of the 
Patrimony of the Apostolic 
See. 

APSA manages the Vati- 
can’s real estate holdings 
and other patrimony, and 
is now also responsible for 
overseeing the investment 
strategy for the entire Holy 
See. 
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Mattel finds success reviving 
dormant brands for new fans 


By Gregory Schmidt 
The New York Times 


Barbie is about to reunite 
with some old friends. 
Mattel, the maker of the 
popular fashion doll, is dust- 
ing off three dormant lines 
that have not been on toy 
shelves in decades: Major 
Matt Mason, Big Jim and 
Pulsar. 

The reappearance of three 
action heroes is part of a 
strategy hatched by Ynon 
Kreiz, Mattel’s chief exec- 
utive, to capitalize on the 
company’s intellectual prop- 
erty by reviving old brands 
for new generations. 

Mattel will reintro- 
duce the toy lines under an 
umbrella label called Back in 
Action this week at Comic- 
Con International, the 
pop-culture fan fest in San 
Diego that begins Thursday. 

“This is our toe in the 
water,” said PJ Lewis, the 
vice president of global 
marketing at Mattel. “Back 
in Action helps us maintain 
the validity of our IP and 
decide what’s next.” 

Kreiz’s strategy has 
helped Mattel turn around 
its sagging fortunes since 
he took over in 2018. The 
company reported a 19% 
jump in sales in 2021, to $5.5 
billion, and despite supply 
chain bottlenecks and the 
rising costs of raw materi- 
als, it has forecast growth 
of 8% to 10% this year. (It 
will report second-quarter 
results Thursday.) 

Part of the toymaker’s 
recent success derives from 
the expansion of legacy 
brands. Barbie will be fea- 
tured in a live-action movie 
starring Margot Robbie, one 
ofadozen films in the works 
for various Mattel brands, 
including a live-action Hot 
Wheels movie produced by 
J.J. Abrams’ Bad Robot pro- 
duction company and one 
for Masters of the Universe, 
in partnership with Netflix. 
Other brands headed to the 
big screen include Thomas 
the Tank Engine, Magic 


Mattel is celebrating the 40th anniversary of Masters of 
the Universe, a once-dormant brand the toymaker recently 
reintroduced. SONNY FIGUEROA/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Eight Ball and Polly Pocket. 

“When you walk into a 
store and go down the toy 
aisle, almost everything is 
tied toamovie ora TV show 
or avideo game,” said Danny 
Eardley, the lead author of 
“The Toys of He-Man and 
the Masters of the Universe.” 

But how will Mattel 
generate interest in brands 
that have been off toy shelves 
for decades? 

Major Matt Mason, an 
astronaut action figure, was 
introduced in 1967 and saw 
success until children began 
to lose interest in space 
exploration. He resurfaced 
in pop culture in 2019 when 
Tom Hanks signed on to 
produce and star in a forth- 
coming movie about the 
spaceman. Big Jim arrived 
in 1971, followed by Pulsar 
in 1976, but they too have 
been out of the public eye 
for decades. 

The trio’s reintroduc- 
tion makes financial sense 
because Mattel isn’t earning 
revenue from properties that 
are locked away, said Gerrick 
Johnson, an analyst at BMO 
Capital Markets who covers 
the toy industry. 

“You own the IP, so there’s 
the opportunity to capture 
merchandising,” he said. 
“One of the huge upsides is 
to elevate a toy line that was 
underperforming or not per- 
forming at all.” 

Mattel’s strategy for reviv- 
ing a dormant brand is to 
engage hardcore fans first, 
said Richard Dickson, the 


THE STORIES OF HOW \\ 
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company’s president and 
chief operating officer. If 
they take to it, the next step 
is to come up with tie-in 
content and create a toy line 
for children. 

This formula can be 
seen with Masters of the 
Universe, which was intro- 
duced in the 1980s and 
quickly became a $2 billion 
franchise. After the line led 
by He-Man petered out, 
Mattel tucked it away, only 
to revive it years later as a 
collector product. Then last 
year it was followed with a 
pair of animated series on 
Netflix — one for adults and 
one for children — that were 
accompanied by toy lines at 
retailers. 

“We test and see whether 
we should bring back the 
brand in a meaningful way,” 
Dickson said. 

Encouraged by the suc- 
cess of Masters of the Uni- 
verse, Mattel is using the 
same formula for Monster 
High, a line of spooky fash- 
ion dolls that was intro- 
duced in 2010 and became 
one of the company’s top 
sellers. The dolls have been 
off the shelves since 2018, 
but they returned last year. 
Mattel is also planning to 
introduce an exclusive doll, 
Voltageous, the superhero 
alter ego of Frankie Stein, at 
Comic-Con this week and 
has announced a Monster 
High live-action musical 
that will air on Nickelodeon 
and stream on Paramount+ 
in October. 
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OPINION 


Progressive Democrats can’t stop criticizing the Joes 


The wall-to-wall 
coverage of progres- 
sive carping about 
Joe Biden has been 
interrupted by reruns 
of progressive carping 
about West Virginia 
Sen. Joe Manchin. 

Last week, in the 
wake of horrible inflation numbers, 
Manchin said, in effect, “I’m out” on Presi- 
dent Biden’s climate, energy and tax pack- 
age. Because the Senate is split 50-50, that 
means it’s effectively dead for the foresee- 
able future since no Republican is likely to 
go along with it. Manchin didn’t say he’d 
never vote for it, but he wants to pass a 
prescription drug bill first. Since there’s no 
room on the legislative calendar before the 
midterms, the package is at best on indefi- 
nite hold. 

Democrats, especially the progressives, 
are vexed. The founder of the Center for 
American Progress, John Podesta, a former 
top aide to President Barack Obama, 
declared that Manchin chose “as his legacy 
to be the one man who single-handedly 
doomed humanity.” On Sunday, Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders told ABC’s Martha 


Goldberg 


Raddatz that his Senate colleague “has 
sabotaged the president’s agenda.” Sanders 
pointedly added that he’s been warning 
people that the sabotage was intentional in 
part because Manchin’s been in the pocket 
of the fossil fuel industry all along. 

Whatever the merits of this familiar crit- 
icism of Manchin maybe, one thing is fairly 
obvious: The critics have his motivations 
wrong. I’m fairly confident that the West 
Virginia senator doesn’t want to be remem- 
bered as the man who doomed humanity. 
As for wanting to sabotage the president’s 
agenda, that’s more debatable. But Sand- 
ers’ framing obscures the fact that what he 
really means to say is Manchin is under- 
mining Sanders’ agenda. 

Of course, it’s not just Sanders’ agenda. 
But Sanders speaks for the progressives 
who are increasingly pushing the national 
Democratic Party left. And that’s the 
fundamental flaw in all of the criticism of 
Manchin and Biden. 

In recent weeks, progressive complaints 
about Biden have been about his inef- 
fectiveness or incompetence — not his 
ideology. No one would be griping if he 
were getting stuff done. A failure to follow 
through on the Democrats’ agenda is 


what’s making them angry. 

Any conversation about the stagger- 
ing political headwinds the Democrats 
are facing ignores the possibility that the 
party is the problem. Biden wasn’t bucking 
his party when he pulled out of Afghani- 
stan. He wasn’t freelancing with his lavish 
spending proposals or his denunciations 
of Republicans as representing “Jim Crow 
2.0” for being against his party’s proposed 
electoral reforms. Nor was he going rogue 
with his proposed revisions to clarify that 
Title IX guidelines extend to sexual orien- 
tation and gender identity 

Hence the irony. Manchin is hugely 
popular with his voters because he’s buck- 
ing not merely “the president’s agenda” 
but the Democrats’ agenda, while support 
for Biden has cratered by sticking to that 
agenda — despite his inability to get much 
of it enacted as it’s not popular enough. 

One of the reasons he’s failing is his 
agenda and rhetoric caters to a progressive 
base that speaks for a minority of voters. 

Democrats kept pushing massive spend- 
ing even as inflation proved to be anything 
but transitory. Manchin opposed that 
spending because he feared its inflationary 
effects. Manchin won that policy argu- 


ment, but Democrats like Sanders pretend 
Manchin is simply a party-wrecker. Sure, 
Manchin is cozy with the fossil fuel indus- 
try, but voters want cheaper fossil fuels. 

One needn’t argue that everything 
Democrats want to do is unpopular, but 
neither is it the sole representative of the 
popular will — or even the collective will of 
rank-and-file Democratic voters. Accord- 
ing to arecent Monmouth University poll, 
the top four issues for voters are: inflation 
(33%), gas prices (15%), the economy (9%), 
everyday bills (6%). After that it’s “abor- 
tion, reproductive rights” at 5% and “guns, 
gun ownership,” at 3% (the Jan. 6 riot, 
packing the Supreme Court and transgen- 
der issues don’t even make the list). 

I get the concern over issues such as 
climate change and abortion rights. But 
if you listen to progressive legislators — 
usually in extremely safe seats — and to 
party activists, you’d think they’re looking 
at polling data from a different electorate 
than the one that exists. 

The harsh truth for progressives: Most 
voters just aren’t that into you. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 


Even Republicans are tiring of Trump 


By Julianna Goldman 


Bloomberg Opinion 


Democrats are worried that President 
Joe Biden is old, but the Jan. 6 hearings 
are showing that former President Donald 
Trump is stale. 

And in a sea of negativity for Demo- 
crats, that’s a potential bright spot ahead of 
November’s midterm elections. Contrary 
to the popular opinion leading up to the 
first televised session last month of the 
House select committee investigating the 
2021 US. Capitol riot, it now appears that 
voters — from the most progressive to the 
most MAGA, and independents in between 
— are taking note of the damning revela- 
tions after seven public hearings. 

“T think it’s time to move on,” a two-time 
Trump voter and a woman, said in a focus 
group of MAGA Republicans about a week 
after the first hearing in June. The focus 
group was organized by GOP strategist and 
never-Trumper Sarah Longwell. 

In another focus group of hers, this time 
with voters who supported Trump in 2020 
but not in 2016, one female voter said: 
“They keep talking about the results of 
the election and I feel like even when he’s 
doing his roadshow, he keeps bringing that 
up, like it’s, you know, a grudge.” 

No participants in either focus group 
said they wanted Trump to run again in 
2024. 

Longwell says that’s a notable shift. 
Before the hearings, half the participants in 
every Trump voting group would say they 
wanted to see the former president run 
again in 2024. Now, they repeatedly say 
that Trump isn’t electable, he has too much 
“baggage” and too much to defend. 

“Republicans want to talk about Biden 
and jobs and inflation,” Longwell told 
me. “When Trump hammers on the 2020 
election, it’s boring and not what they’re 
thinking.” 

On the Democratic side, new data from 
Research Collaborative is also showing 
significant movement, particularly among 
independents. The organization is bringing 
in quantitative and qualitative research 
from various firms, studying focus groups 
as well as public and private polling to 
examine political issues. Their focus right 
now is on the Capitol assault hearings. 

They found that between mid-May 
and mid-June, support for the investiga- 
tion increased 8 percentage points to 63%, 
driven mostly by independents, who are 
now seeing a criminal conspiracy play out, 
versus a spontaneous attack on a single day. 

In focus groups, voters are pointing to 
revelations like Trump’s draft tweet calling 
on his supporters to march to the Capitol, 
according to McKenzie Young, Research 
Collaborative’s executive director. They’re 
repeatedly talking about the former offi- 
cials asking for pardons. 


Former President Donald Trump shakes hands with J.D. Vance, a Republican candidate for U.S. Senate in Ohio. DREW ANGERER/GETTY 


“There’s a pretty clear reaction that 
anybody who asks for a pardon knows they 
did something wrong,” she told me. 

Trump voters who don’t deny the 
outcome of the 2020 election are more 
reluctant to vote for those associated with 
the “criminal conspiracy” to overturn 
results of the election. 

While 64% of independents hold Trump 
responsible for the Jan. 6 attack, 59% now 
hold “Trump Republicans in Congress” 
responsible as well. 

What’s more, since April, the percent- 
age of independents who say they are less 
likely to vote for amember of Congress 
who supported the attack increased 12 
points, to 71%. 

Then there are “soft Trump voters,” 
described by Research Collaborative as 
those who are conflicted about their 2020 
vote for the former president. More of 
them now see Jan. 6 as a criminal conspir- 
acy. Before the hearings, there was a 
30-percentage-point gap between soft 
Trump voters who thought it was and 
those who didn’t. Now that gap has shrunk 
to only 8 points. 

About 20% of soft Trump voters now 
believe that the former president and 


Trump Republicans pose a threat to the 
future of elections. That’s not to say Trump 
has completely lost his grip — more than 
half of such voters believe that Trump and 
Trump Republicans never posed a threat. 

But the hearings appear to be shift- 
ing opinions and perceptions. These soft 
Trump voters favor Republicans in the 
generic congressional ballot by 52 points, 
but when they’re asked to choose between 
a Republican who supports Trump and 
a Democrat who supports Biden, that 
margin shrinks to 47%. 

Whether this translates into effective 
voter turnout is the big question. The level 
of concern about what happened is high, 
but outside the hearings there’s nothing 
to create momentum. People are shocked, 
they see the consequences of a political 
party propagating undemocratic means 
and methods, but they want to know 
what’s going to be done about it. They want 
accountability. 

The research does show that Democrats 
have an opportunity to tie the hearings to 
abortion rights. In focus groups, voters 
have been making connections between 
the extremism they are learning about in 
the hearings and the Supreme Court’s deci- 


sion, Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, that overturned its 1973 
abortion-rights precedent Roe v. Wade. 

Some 44% of independents agreed that 
the perpetrators of Jan. 6 and those who 
worked to overturn Roe are the same 
people. 

Could that be a rallying cry to organize 
a surge of new voters like the one that 
propelled Democrats to victories in 2018 
and 2020? Biden secured his presidency by 
winning large shares of younger voters and 
voters of color who were among the 29% of 
the electorate who had not voted in 2016 — 
and those are the voters Democrats need to 
buck trends and come out in November. 

“For some, the connection is very clear,’ 
Young says, “but for folks who are not 
thinking about politics every day,’ they 
need to be organized and there’s messaging 
work to do. 

As we see with the connection to Dobbs, 
the extremism on display from the Jan. 
6 hearings is motivating Democratic and 
independent voters — they just need to 
know that’s what this election is about. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 


The time is coming fast for some younger blood in the old Senate 


By Jonathan Bernstein 
Bloomberg Opinion 


The Senate continues to get older for one 
big reason: The average age of new sena- 
tors continues to rise. 

There’s nothing wrong with the occa- 
sional older senator. Age diversity is good 
in elected office, and that includes some 
folks on the upper edge of the range as long 
as their skills and energy are intact. But 
if new senators are already in their 50s, 
60s or beyond, the result is just an old, old 
Senate. 

So with the 2022 primaries underway, 
it’s a good time to look at the age of those 
likely to constitute the next class of first- 
term senators. Quick answer: There’s some 
bad news, but at least a bit of areason for 
hope. 

The most important seats for increasing 
diversity of any kind in the Senate are open 
seats in safe states for one of the parties. 
When such a vacancy opens up, the party 
can nominate any candidate it wants with- 
out much fear of losing. This time around, 


there are three such seats. 

In Democratic Vermont, Sen. Patrick 
Leahy is retiring at 82. Vermont Demo- 
crats are going to nominate their single 
member of the House of Representatives, 
Peter Welch, 75, to replace him. Yeah, 
that’s not good. Republicans are doing 
quite a bit better with their two safe open 
seats. Alabama Republicans have nomi- 
nated 40-year-old Katie Britt, while Okla- 
homa Republicans await a runoff with 
Rep. Markwayne Mullin, who will turn 45 
this month, expected to beat TW. Shan- 
non, former speaker of the state House of 
Representatives, who is 44. 

Three other Republicans running for 
open seats are expected to be competitive. 
In Pennsylvania, the GOP candidate is the 
celebrity doctor Mehmet Oz, 62. In Ohio, 
it’s the writer and investor J.D. Vance, 37. 
And in North Carolina, it’s Rep. Ted Budd, 
who will be 51 when the new Congress 
convenes on Jan. 3. 

For those three seats, Democrats have 
nominated Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. John 
Fetterman, who’d be 53; Rep. Tim Ryan of 


Ohio, 49; and former North Carolina Chief 
Justice Cheri Beasley, 56. 

Then there are incumbents who face 
tough challenges. Republican nominees 
taking on vulnerable incumbents include 
ex-football star Herschel Walker, 60, in 
Georgia and former state Attorney General 
Adam Laxalt, 44, in Nevada. (The Demo- 
crats running for reelection to those seats 
are Georgia’s Raphael Warnock, who’d be 
53 at the start of next year, and Nevada’s 
Catherine Cortez Masto, 58.) 

There are also primaries ahead in 
Arizona, New Hampshire and in Wiscon- 
sin for Democrats, who have a chance to 
knock off a Republican incumbent there. 
Finally, there are long shot upset possibili- 
ties for Democrats in Florida and Republi- 
cans in Colorado, with older challengers. 

With the major exception of Vermont, 
this isn’t such abad group with respect to 
age. In the 2020 election cycle, five of the 
nine newly elected senators were 60 or 
older when they took their oath of office. 
That sort of thing could happen in 2022 
if Oz and Walker join Welch and perhaps 


one or two others as older new senators. 
But Alabama, Oklahoma, Ohio and North 
Carolina are virtually certain to elect new 
senators under 60, and three of those states 
will send someone under 50 to Washing- 
ton. 

Still, it’s more likely than not that the 
average age of incoming senators will be 
well over 50. That hasn’t always been the 
case. In the big Democratic landslide of 
1974 and the big Republican landslide in 
1980, not a single new senator had reached 
60 and the average ages of those new 
classes was comfortably under 50. 

Few voters make their choices based on 
the age of the politicians in general elec- 
tions. They generally stick with the party 
line and when they don’t, it’s unlikely to 
have anything to do with age. Nor would I 
urge them to do so. It’s up to the parties to 
recruit, back and nominate strong younger 
candidates in primary elections if the over- 
all age of the Senate is ever going to drop. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 
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Debunking TikTok myths 


Medical experts are exposing the wealth of health disinformation on the social media platform 


By Rina Raphael 
The New York Times 


“Tm willing to bet you know at least 
one girl that’s using steroids every 
single day,” starts a young man ina 
TikTok video. 

He continues his big, yet notably 
false, reveal: “One in three girls these 
days is taking the birth control pill, and 
believe it or not, the birth control pill is 
actually an analog of the bodybuilding 
steroid nandrolone.” 

Another face swiftly crowds the 
screen. Dressed in a white lab coat, 
debunker Mustafa Dhahir, a practicing 
pharmacist and medical student based 
in Australia, interrupts the video with 
his own commentary: “One of the most 
annoying things when it comes to bust- 
ing misinformation is that the people 
who spread the misinformation use 
hints of truth to spread their lies.” 

Dhahir explains what a steroid is and 
then goes point by point to illustrate 
why the original video — which claims 
oral contraception causes a medley of 
symptoms, including changes in sexual 
attraction — is inaccurate. 

Dhahir is part of a growing cohort 
of scientists, physicians, health care 
professionals and academics who 
debunk health misinformation on 
TikTok by “stitching” videos, which 
involves clipping existing videos into 
new ones and then offering one’s own 
input. While social media platforms 
including TikTok have developed 
systems to flag vaccine misinformation, 
an ocean of other dubious health claims 
often go unscrutinized — except when 
individual users like him, who have 
actual medical knowledge, push back. 

“Misinformation impacts medical 
decisions and health,” said Dhahir, 
who began responding to false claims 
on TikTok at the start of the pandemic 
and has since amassed 9.5 million likes 
on his videos. He has debunked claims 
that contraception makes women 
infertile, that only “natural” medi- 
cine can be trusted and that Tylenol is 
linked to autism. 


The work is often draining. Unqual- 
ified influencers posting misinfor- 
mation far outnumber the experts 
debunking it, who are often harassed 
by other users for their efforts. “For 
every large creator who is genuinely 
evidence-based, you’ve got 50 or 60 big 
creators who spread misinformation,” 
said Dr. Idrees Mughal, a Britain-based 
physician with an additional masters 
in nutritional research, whose account, 
@dr_idz, has 1 million followers. He 
debunks fad diets, unsupported claims 
that food ingredients are “cancer-caus- 
ing” and the myth that certain vegeta- 
bles contain harmful “toxic” chemicals. 

Misinformation is widespread on all 
of the major social media platforms, 
but TikTok’s audio capabilities can give 
false claims particular longevity. Bits 
of misinformation clipped and saved 
as what TikTok calls sounds “operate 
like viral chain messages,” according 
to a 2021 blog post from the Institute 
for Strategic Dialogue, a London-based 
center that researches disinformation 
and extremism online. 

TikTok has enacted policies to 
flag such content, including adding 
informational banners to COVID-19 
vaccine content, but one ISD study 
of more than 6,000 videos related to 
the vaccines found that 58% lacked 
banners. In a statement, TikTok wrote, 
“We work diligently to take action 
on content and accounts that spread 
misinformation, while also promoting 
authoritative content about vaccines 
through our COVID-19 information 
hub.” 

When asked if TikTok was address- 
ing general health misinformation, the 
company replied that it both removes 
violations of the platform’s policies and 
works “with credible voices to elevate 
authoritative content on topics related 
to public health.” 

In TikTok’s beauty circles, Michelle 
Wong, a cosmetic chemist who runs 
Lab Muffin Beauty Science, a blog and 
social media accounts that explain the 
science behind skin care and cosmetic 
products, has made a new career out 


of fighting misinformation. She often 
encounters creators who take ingre- 
dients out of context. Wong also sees 
pseudoscience creators who back up 
false, fearmongering claims about 
sunscreen with white papers the 
creators either do not have full access 
to or do not understand. “That in itself 
is quite convincing, because very few 
people are actually going to look up 
every single paper listed,” she said. 

The lack of science literacy online 
was partly what inspired Katrine 
Wallace, a public health researcher and 
a professor at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago, to start debunking inaccu- 
rate content on TikTok. At the start of 
the pandemic, she noticed that users 
were debating whether COVID-19 was 
even real, and she has since debunked 
videos stating that COVID-19 vaccines 
cause death within six months, for 
example, and that microscopic worms 
or parasites are found in surgical face 
masks. 

In refuting claims, debunkers try 
to engage respectfully with other 
creators. Mughal said he refrained 
from insulting or attacking creators 
who disseminated misinformation 
and instead focused on addressing the 
health claims. Wallace takes a differ- 
ent approach. She said she would 
first reach out privately to the origi- 
nal poster to explain why the video is 
problematic and urge them to take it 
down or publicly address the misinfor- 
mation. “And if they block me or delete 
my comments,” she said, “then I’m like, 
‘OK, it’s on?” 

The business of debunking is 
time-consuming. Scripting, filming 
and editing, not to mention managing 
comments — which also breed misin- 
formation when users share counter- 
arguments — can take hours each day. 
To attract an audience, each video must 
accurately convey the science but also 
must be entertaining and approach the 
topic with nuance and sensitivity, all 
while grabbing the viewer’s attention 
within 15 seconds. 

When Wong was a full-time science 


educator, she found herself working an 
extra 30 hours a week creating content 
for social media and her blog. “It was 
just destroying my personal life,’ she 
recalled, adding that her relationship 
with her partner had ended partly 
because she was spending so much 
time on content creation. 

Once a debunker has an audience, 
the work of maintaining and build- 
ing an account can also lead to burn- 
out. Like most influencers, they put 
pressure on themselves to excel. As 
Dr. Austin Chiang, a gastroenterolo- 
gist with more than 500,000 TikTok 
followers, explained, they often blame 
themselves if their content underper- 
forms. 

Wallace said the most exhausting 
element, though, was the harassment. 
Commenters repeatedly insult her, and 
when she posts in favor of vaccination, 
they accuse her of being a “shill for Big 
Pharma.” She also received threatening 
and sexually violent messages through 
her university email account — a situ- 
ation that she said had required the 
university police to become involved 
early this year. 

For health care professionals, harass- 
ment can also lead to professional 
consequences or the fear of them. 
Dhahir considered quitting TikTok 
after users found the address of his 
pharmacy and spread rumors about his 
professional and personal lives. He also 
had to meet with the dean of medicine 
at the University of Sydney and explain 
why the university had received 
complaints. 

Despite the hurdles, debunkers do 
see their efforts paying off. Follow- 
ers have told Wallace that they got 
vaccinated after watching her videos. 
Chiang heard from viewers who got 
screened for medical conditions they 
might have otherwise ignored. And 
Dhahir’s fans sometimes reach out to 
say thank you. 

“They’ll say, ‘I appreciate every- 
thing; or, ‘You’ve inspired me?” Dhahir 
said. “Then I'll be like, ‘You know 
what? This is actually worth it?” 


HealthDay News author Maria Blochl of the 
University of Munster in 
While many people Germany. 
suffer from depression For the study, Bloch] and 
afterastroke,anewstudy her colleagues looked at 
suggests depression often more than 10,000 adults 
occurs beforehand and without a history of stroke 
may be a warning sign. (with an average age of 
“The study under- 65). Over about 12 years 
scores why doctors need of follow-up, 425 hada 
to monitor for symp- stroke. These patients were 
toms of depression long compared to more than 
term in people who have 4,200 people with similar 


had strokes,” said study 


backgrounds who did not 


The study participants 
were surveyed every two 
years. They were asked 
whether they had experi- 
enced symptoms of depres- 
sion in the past week, 
including feelings of loneli- 
ness, sadness, restless sleep 
or feelings that everything 
was difficult to accomplish. 

The surveys revealed 
that symptoms of depres- 
sion often preceded strokes 


“Depression is among 
the most pressing prob- 
lems in people who have 
had a stroke and it is so 
common it is referred to 
as post-stroke depres- 
sion,’ Blochl said in anews 
release from the Ameri- 
can Academy of Neurol- 
ogy. “But our study found 
depressive symptoms not 
only markedly increase 
after stroke, it found people 


some depressive symptoms 
before the stroke even 
occurred.” 

In the pre-stroke assess- 
ments, 29% of people who 
were about to have astroke 
met the criteria for proba- 
ble depression, compared 
to 24% of those who did 
not have astroke. 

The findings were 
published online in 
Neurology. 
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Saving lives with animal organs moves forward 


Researchers put 
pig hearts into 2 
brain-dead people 


By Lauran Neergaard 
Associated Press 


New York researchers 
transplanted pig hearts into 
two brain-dead people over 
the last month, the latest 
ina string of developments 
in the long quest to one 
day save human lives with 
animal organs. 

The experiments 
recently announced come 
after a historic but failed 
attempt earlier this year to 
use a pig’s heart to save a 
dying Maryland man — sort 
ofa rehearsal before scien- 
tists try again in the living. 

Among the lessons: Prac- 
tice with the deceased is 
important. 

“We learned so much 
from the first one that the 
second one is much better,” 
said Dr. Nader Moazami, 
who led the operations at 
NYU Langone Health. “You 
stand there in awe” when 
the pig heart starts to beat 
ina human body. 

This time around, 
Moazami’s team mimicked 
how heart transplants 
routinely are done. Once 
in June and once in July, 
researchers traveled toa 


St 


Dr. Nader Moazami, right, and other members of a surgical team prepare for the transplant of a genetically modified pig heart into a recently deceased donor at 
NYU Langone Health on July 6 in New York. JOE CARROTTA/NYU LANGONE HEALTH 
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PEOPLE’S PHARMACY PRESCRIPTIONS AND HOME REMEDIES Q&A 


Honey helped wounds heal 
before antibiotics were used 


By Joe Graedon, MLS., 
and Teresa Graedon, 
Ph.D. 

King Features Syndicate 


Q: When! worked in a nurs- 
ing home 30 years ago, 

the nurses often useda 
mixture of A&D Ointment 
and apacket of table sugar 
to heal bedsores. It worked 
like magic! I have carried 
that idea with me ever 
since. However, I’ve heard 
that manuka honey is 
better for wound healing. 
Ibought a bottle to keep 

in my medicine cabinet in 
case it’s needed. 

A: The history of honey 
for helping wounds heal 
dates back at least to the 
ancient Egyptians, Greeks 
and Romans (Bioengineer- 
ing, June 14, 2018). When 
antibiotics were intro- 
duced, however, doctors 
lost interest in using honey 
for wounds. A recent 
review acknowledges that 
“.. honey is used mainly in 
topical cutaneous wound 
care because ofits potent 
broad-spectrum antibac- 
terial and wound healing 
activities” (Drug Resis- 
tance Updates, May 2022). 
These scientists conclude: 
“Honey is a valuable alter- 
native to conventional 
antimicrobial and anti-in- 
flammatory therapies that 
can strongly reduce noso- 
comial hospital-acquired 
infections.” A combination 
of povidone iodine and 
sugar (known as Knut- 
son’s formula) was tested 
in hard-to-treat wounds 
(International Wound 
Journal, August 2019). It 
was surprisingly effective. 


Q: When the assistant 

in the doctor’s office 
takes my blood pressure, 
it hurts. In fact, Ihave 
wondered if the painin 
itself makes my blood 
pressure skyrocket. Does 
anybody else have this 
problem? 

A: Pain can raise blood 


Arecent review says that honey has “potent broad-spectrum 


antibacterial and wound healing activities.” DREAMSTIME 


pressure. Unfortunately, 
your experience is not rare. 
Another reader reports: 
“The new automatic 

blood pressure cuffs at the 
doctors’ office hurt like 
heck. They said I had high 
blood pressure and put me 
ona medication that made 
me cough. 

“J quit that med. When 
I was at the office several 
months later, I insisted 
on manual blood pres- 
sure readings. I was not 
surprised that my blood 
pressure was back to its 
usual 116/70. Apparently, 
pain does raise your blood 
pressure!” 

Blood pressure cuffs 
come in different sizes. 
The wrong cuff could 
cause pain. You should also 
get time to relax before 
ablood pressure read- 
ing. Your arm should be 
supported at heart level. 


Q: My doctor prescribed 
gabapentin for severe 
back pain. It affected 

my vision and caused 
muddled thinking and 
loss of concentration 
and coordination. When! 
talked to the doctor about 
the side effects, he said 
he knew about them but 
didn’t want to scare me 
off taking it! | stopped 
taking gabapentin and 


got my brain back. Then 
Istarted aregimen of 
targeted stretching and 
diet changes. My back 

has never felt better. To 
me it seems unethical 
foradoctor NOT totella 
patient about potential 
side effects. 

A: Many other readers 
have complained of brain 
fog or fuzzy thinking when 
taking gabapentin. We 
agree that doctors should 
disclose the most common 
and the most dangerous 
side effects when prescrib- 
ing any drug. They also 
should lay out a plan for 
discontinuation. No one 
should ever stop this drug 
abruptly. The Food and 
Drug Administration 
requires this in the official 
prescribing information: 
“Adverse reactions follow- 
ing the abrupt discontin- 
uation of gabapentin have 
also been reported. The 
most frequently reported 
reactions were anxiety, 
insomnia, nausea, pain and 
sweating.” Ifit is necessary 
to stop this drug, it should 
be done gradually under 
medical supervision. 


In their column, Joe and 
Teresa Graedon answer 
letters from readers. Send 
questions to them via www. 
peoplespharmacy.com. 


Infection known as swimmer’s 
ear can affect people of all ages 


Mayo Clinic 


Q: My daughter is 7 and has 
been taking swim lessons 
this summer. She has 
been complaining about 
her ears hurting, and our 
pediatrician diagnosed 
her with otitis externa 

and prescribed eardrops. 
What is otitis externa, and 
how dol prevent it in the 
future? 

A: Otitis externa is an 
infection in the outer ear 
canal, which runs from the 
eardrum to the outside of 
the head. The condition 

is also known as swim- 
mer’s ear because it is 
often brought on by water 
that remains in the ear 
after swimming, creating 
amoist environment that 
aids bacterial growth. The 
most common cause of this 
infection is bacteria invad- 
ing the skin inside the ear 
canal. 

Swimmer’s ear can affect 
people of any age, and it 
can affect those who do not 
spend time in the water. 
Excess moisture in the ear 
from heavy perspiration or 
prolonged humid weather 
also can bea culprit. 

Scratches or abrasions in 
the ear canal increase the 
risk for developing otitis 
externa. Putting fingers, 
cotton swabs or other 
objects in the ears, such as 
earbuds or hearing aids, 
also can lead to this infec- 
tion by damaging the thin 
layer of skin lining the ear 
canal. 

Occasionally people 
can have a reaction to hair 
products or jewelry, which 
can cause an allergic reac- 
tion and skin issues that 
promote infection. 

Swimmer’s ear symp- 
toms are usually mild at 
first, but they can worsen 
if the infection isn’t treated 
or spreads. 

Watch for the following 
signs and symptoms. 

@ Itching in the ear canal 
@ Slight redness inside 


the ear 

@ Mild discomfort that’s 
worsened by pulling on the 
outer ear (pinna or auri- 
cle) or pushing on the little 
“bump” in front of the ear 
(tragus) 

@ Some drainage of clear, 
odorless fluid 

Swimmer’s ear usually 
isn’t serious if treated 
promptly, but complica- 
tions can occur. Usually 
swimmer’s ear is treated 
with eardrops. 

Be aware if your daugh- 
ter complains ofa feeling 
of fullness, increased pain 
or more intense itching, 
or experiences hearing 
complications. The infec- 
tion may be progressing. 
Temporary hearing loss 
could occur until the infec- 
tion clears. 

Follow these tips to 
avoid swimmer’s ear. 

@ Keep ears dry. After 
swimming or bathing, dry 
her ears by wiping the 
outer portion gently with 
a soft towel. Have her tip 
her head to the side to help 
water drain from the ear 
canal. 

@ Use a preventive treat- 
ment. As long as she 
doesn’t have punctured 
eardrums, you can use 
homemade preventive 
eardrops before and after 
swimming. A mixture of 
one part white vinegar to 
one part rubbing alco- 
hol can promote drying 


DREAMSTIME 


and prevent the growth of 
bacteria and fungi. Pour 1 
teaspoon of the solution 
into each ear and let it 
drain back out. 

@ Avoid putting foreign 
objects in her ear. Cotton 
swabs can pack material 
deeper into the ear canal, 
irritate the thin skin inside 
the ear or break the skin. 
Ifyou are trying to remove 
wax, do so without using 
cotton swabs or other 
instruments. And encour- 
age your daughter to keep 
her fingers and objects out 
of her ears. 

@ Protect her ears from 
irritants. While this may 
not pertain to your daugh- 
ter at her age, putting 
cotton balls in the ears 
while applying products 
such as hair sprays and 
hair dyes can reduce risk 
of bacteria getting into the 
ear canal. 

Since your daughter 
already has been diag- 
nosed, encourage her to 
wear earplugs while swim- 
ming. Also, talk with her 
health care provider to see 
how long she should wait 
before returning to swim- 
ming. — Compiled by Mayo 
Clinic staff 


Mayo Clinic Q&A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular 
medical care. Email a ques- 
tion to MayoClinicQ&A@ 
mayo.edu. 
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CELEBRITIES 


Mo’Nique announces Netflix special 


From news services 


Mo’Nique is finally 
getting her Netflix special. 

About a month after 
settling her lawsuit that 
accused the streaming 
giant of gender and racial 
discrimination, the come- 
dian and actor announced 
her Netflix special will 
arrive later this year. 

“Hey y’all, it’s your 
girl Mo’Nique, and I’m 
so excited to share that 
T'llbe shooting my first 
Netflix comedy special,” 
she said in a video posted 
through Netflix’s Twit- 
ter account. “And in case 
you didn’t hear, I’m also 
reuniting with my friend, 
my brother, director Lee 
Daniels on the Netflix film 
‘The Deliverance’ You 
won't want to miss either 
of them, so y’all stay tuned! 
And thank y’all my sweet 
babies. I love us for real.” 

Additional details on the 
special weren’t released. 
“The Deliverance” is set to 
feature Omar Epps, Andra 
Day and Caleb McLaugh- 
lin, among others. 

Mo’Nique said Netflix 
offered her $500,000 
in 2018 for a special but 
refused to negotiate after 
she felt the offer was low. 
In 2019, the actor sued 
Netflix and accused the 
streamer of systemati- 
cally underpaying Black 
women. In June, it was 
revealed that the two sides 
had settled the lawsuit and 
asked a court to dismiss the 
case. Terms of the settle- 
ment weren’t disclosed. 


Bieber to resume world 
tour: Justin Bieber will 
resume his “Justice” 
world tour on July 31 after 
contracting a virus that 
left his face partially para- 
lyzed, arepresentative for 
the singer said Tuesday. 
According to his website, 
the Grammy winner will 
return to the stage in Italy, 
before traveling to other 
locations in Europe, South 
America, Asia, Africa and 
Australia. No North Amer- 
ican tour dates are listed. 


ty 


Mo'Nique is getting a Netflix comedy special. She settled a 
suit with the streamer in June. WILLY SANJUAN/INVISION 2016 


Last month, Bieber post- 
poned his remaining North 
American tour dates after 
developing Ramsay Hunt 
syndrome — defined by the 
Mayo Clinic as a shingles 
outbreak that affects the 
nerve near one ear, causing 
one-sided paralysis and 
hearing loss. 


Knight’s cause of death 
revealed: The death of 
stand-up comedian Jak 
Knight has been ruled a 
suicide. Knight, whose 
given name is Jakim 
Maulana, starred in the 
Netflix animated series 
“Big Mouth” and the 
Peacock comedy “Bust 
Down.” The 28-year-old’s 
body was discovered at an 
embankment on July 14, 
according to an online 
record for the Los Angeles 
County Medical Exam- 
iner-Coroner. The record 
had a gunshot wound 
to the head listed under 
the cause of death. The 
manner of death was listed 
as suicide. 

On “Big Mouth,” Knight 
was the voice behind 


the character Devon and 
served as a writer and 
producer. He co-created 
and starred in the comedy 
series “Bust Down.” 


ACMs set for May11: The 
Academy of Country 
Music Awards is heading 
to Texas next year as the 
show returns to exclu- 
sively livestreaming on 
Amazon Prime Video in 
2023. The country music 
awards show will be held 
May 11 in Frisco. The ACM 
Awards made the stream- 
ing switch earlier this year 
after long being aired on 
CBS. The 2022 show was 
held in Las Vegas. 


July 21 birthdays: Direc- 
tor Norman Jewison is 96. 
Singer Yusuf Islam is 74. 
Cartoonist Garry Trudeau 
is 74. Comedian Jon Lovitz 
is 65. Actor Matt Mulhern 
is 62. Actor Alysia Reiner is 
52. Comedian Steve Byrne 
is 48. Actor Justin Bartha is 
44. Actor Josh Hartnett is 
44, Singer Damian Marley 
is 44. Actor Betty Gilpin 

is 36. 


ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Parents connect with baby in different ways 


Dear Amy: I’m a new 
parent ofa 5-month-old 
baby. My partner and I 

love our baby, but we have 
different approaches, 

and I’m concerned that 

my partner’s parenting 
approach won't be good for 
our baby in the long term. 

We're both introverts, 
so making “conversa- 
tion” to promote language 
development doesn’t come 
easily to either of us, but 
Itry as muchas possible 
to talk with baby, narrate 
what I’m doing, sing, etc. 

My partner mostly 
makes nonsense sounds or 
says “hi” to the baby. 

Soon I’ll be going back to 
work, and my partner will 
be watching the baby a few 
days a week. I’m worried 
the baby will be delayed 
because of not enough 
stimulation. 

Ican’t figure out how to 
bring this up without it just 
sounding like criticism. 

Am overreacting and/ 
or overthinking this? 

— Concerned Co-parent 


Dear Concerned: You are 
right to understand how 
important it is to connect 
verbally with babies. 
Narrating your activities 
will acquaint your child 
with human speech and 
language. 

But your partner is also 
narrating the day to your 
baby — just using different 
language patterns. 

“Nonsense sounds” 
mimic the music of 
language, and your baby 
will hear these and start 
to imitate them. When 
you and your partner hold 
your baby close, make 
eye contact and mirror or 
imitate your baby’s sounds, 
your child may laugh — 
this is a delightful example 
of early humor emerging. 

My overall point is that 


it’s all good. Verbal or 
babble: the connection is 
the thing. 

One way to help your 
partner with parenting 
during the time you’re at 
work would be to encour- 
age them to join neigh- 
borhood groups of other 
parents and children. This 
might be challenging for an 
introvert, but being around 
others will expose both 
parent and baby to stim- 
ulating experiences and 
opportunities for learning. 

Thighly recommend the 
work of T. Berry Brazelton, 
whose compassionate and 
commonsense advice has 
influenced generations of 
thoughtful parents. Check 
him out on YouTube, and 
read his book: “Touch- 
points-Birth to Three,” 
written with co-author 
Joshua Sparrow (2006, De 
Capo Lifelong Books). 


Dear Amy: I want advice 
on how to be an awesome 
mother-in-law! Our 
30-year-old son has been 
dating a lovely woman for 
three years, and they are 
engaged to be married. 

We are aclose-knit 
family. The problem is 
that I have trouble feeling 
connected to her. 

I want to love her, but 
I’m not there yet. 

She is easy to be around, 
but I feel like we have very 
different interests. 

Part of me worries 
that she is only making 
the effort to get to know 
me now before they are 
married, so she can prove 
to our son that she is 
worthy. 

T’m not excited about 
spending large sums of 
money on a wedding. 

We understand we 
should pay for the 
rehearsal dinner, and we 
have offered to pay for the 


musicians at the cocktail 
reception. 

We would rather give 
them a down payment for a 
house than pay for this. 

Iam trying to focus on 
connecting, so I have asked 
about us going to look at 
the rehearsal dinner loca- 
tions. 

— Mother of the Groom 


Dear MOG: The way to 
bea good mother-in-law 
is to be understanding, 
nonjudgmental and open- 
minded. You should try to 
be available when asked, 
but not interfere. 

Every choice this young 
woman makes is followed 
by your opinion that it is 
not your taste. You even 
suspect her motives in 
relating to you. 

Your son has chosen 
her. You don’t have to 
be her best friend, or a 
mother-substitute. You 
don’t even need to be 
“awesome.” But you should 
enter this relationship by 
accepting her, as she is, and 
making a choice to trust 
her. 


Dear Amy: I have a general 
question. Why is it that 
so often people want to 
confront someone, but 
they don’t want to upset 
them or “hurt their feel- 
ings?” 
Are we all such cowards? 
— Asking for a Friend 


Dear Asking: It takes a level 
of bravery to be deeply 
honest, especially when 
you know you will upset 
someone you care about. 

Tadmire this kind of 
honesty. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


With some pratfalls, Bell tries to 
dismantle racism in 7th season 


By Rodney Ho 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution 


Comedian, activist and 
CNN host W. Kamau Bell 
admits he’s no athlete and 
proves it multiple times in 
the seventh season of his 
Emmy-winning magazine 
series “United Shades of 
America,’ courtesy ofan 
episode focused on sports. 

In one hour in Boston, 
he gets aggressively wres- 
tled to the ground, is 
exceedingly outpaced by 
atrack star, drops many 
balls thrown at him and 
awkwardly rows downa 
river. 

“Tf youre going to try 
to dismantle racism, you 
may as well do some 
pratfalls,” mused Bell in 
arecent interview. “I did 
the wrestling and rowing 
on the same day. It took 
mea week to recover from 
that episode. I had some 
feelings. But my kids did 
find it funny seeing me get 
flipped.” 

The most salient and 
newsworthy of the seven 
episodes is the one about 
what it means to be 
“woke,” which recently 
debuted. 

The term “woke” is 
decades old and was exclu- 
sively used by Black folks 
for atime asa warning. As 
Bell says in the episode, 
it was “a creative way for 
one Black person to say 
to another, ‘Be smart, stay 
aware, America is danger- 
ous.” 

Then the death of 
Michael Brown by a police 
officer in 2014 in Fergu- 
son, Missouri, led to the 
hashtag #StayWoke on 
“Black Twitter.” But as 
Bell noted, Black Twit- 
ter is seen by everyone. So 
“woke became the hymn 
for latte liberals,” he said, 
who wanted to show 
off “performative social 
justice.” Black people, he 
said, stopped using it seri- 
ously. 

Then conservatives 
grabbed the word, and it 
became a pejorative, he 
said, “for anything America 


W. Kamau Bell is the host of “United Shades of America;’ now 
in its seventh season on CNN. KEVIN WINTER/GETTY 2021 


sees as a threat.” And it’s 
how the term “critical race 
theory” became misun- 
derstood and twisted into 
the same rubric as “woke.” 
The episode attempts to 
clarify what actually criti- 
cal race theory is and what 
it doesn’t mean for public 
schools, but he knows he 
is often preaching to the 
converted on CNN, where 
the show airs on Sundays. 

“Thope it helps people 
who are just on the fence,” 
Bell said. “The news treats 
them like pinballs. At least 
they will no longer be 
confused by the definition, 
that it’s not some global 
conspiracy concocted 
by George Soros. I want 
your random conversa- 
tions about the news to be 
better.” 

Another episode that 
hits close to home for Bell 
is one about the incessant 
wildfires in California 
and the inexorably nega- 
tive impacts of climate 
change. There are plenty 
of people, he said, who 
throw up their hands and 
say, “It’s too late. Enjoy 
what you have left!” But he 
explores solutions, includ- 
ing controlled fires that 
indigenous people have 
promoted for centuries. 

Bell has worked to incor- 
porate indigenous people 
into multiple episodes, 
and this season, he did 
asecond stand-alone 


episode focused on Native 
Americans seeking to get 
their land back. And to 
build food independence, 
one tribe raises bison, 
some of which are killed 
each year. Bell watched a 
sharp-shooting woman 
kill one. 

“Tt wasn’t fun to see it 
killed,” he said, “but all the 
food will be given away for 
free and eaten by people in 
the reservation.” 

They also goaded 
Bell into sampling bison 
bile. He made a face and 
politely said on camera 
that it tasted like medicine. 

“T felt like I was taking 
a potion that would make 
mea superhero,” he joked. 
“My mutant power might 
reveal itself eventually.” 

The final episode of 
the season focuses on 
the impact of tourism on 
Hawaiians and features 
Bell trying to be athletic 
again, this time on asurf- 
board. After numerous 
takes of him falling into 
the water, the camera 
crew told him they only 
had time for one more try. 
Miraculously, he stayed on 
the board for 10 seconds. 

“T really felt asense of 
accomplishment,” he said. 
“Women on the beach 
were watching. There 
were cops on jet skis. The 
dude from CNN didn’t 
drown! My kids were 
cheering!” 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 

19): You can see all the 
wondrous ways in which 
youre able to give back 

to the world around you. 
When you are in the right 
place, you shine. That ideal 
place could appear on your 
life’s path very soon, so 
find your fit. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
The universe is boosting 
your ego at the moment. 
However, despite how 
alluring your potential is, 
you could come across as 
self-absorbed if you’re too 
focused on your appear- 
ance or only talk about 
yourself. Remember to 

be humble and put some 
of the focus on the other 
person in the conversation. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Your intuition can reach 

a peak right now. You'll 
likely feel pulled to go toa 
restaurant that you haven’t 
been to ina while or to call 
someone who you haven’t 
talked to for some time. 
The reason should become 
obvious: There are tons of 
good times to have in that 
place or with that person. 


Cancer (June 21-July 

22): Passions may soar 
with your friends at the 
moment. You're likely to 
experience the full spec- 
trum of emotions while 
spending time with them. 
As long as you stay respect- 
ful of each other’s beliefs, 
you can end the day having 
made some special memo- 
ries with your pals. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
might have to team up with 
disagreeable people or 
work extra hard to finish a 
project. Deep discussions 
with co-workers are more 
likely now as well. While it 
might feel like an uncom- 
fortable or heated debate, 
take this as an opportunity 
to know them better as 
people. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Passionate conversations 
and distant travels could 
be in your plans for today. 
While this journey may 
seem frustrating at times, 
youre likely to reach your 
destination pretty quickly. 
The people you’re with are 
likely to be informative and 
passionate. The day might 
fly by quickly, so be present 
to avoid missing anything. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
You might be going into 
business with someone or 
tackling a project witha 
friend. You both may have 
strong ideas about what 
your goals are, so make 
sure you’re on the same 
page before you start out 
together. Doing so should 
save you from potential 
headaches in the future. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 

21): You may find your- 
self growing closer with 
someone today. A conver- 
sation might be so enjoy- 
able for both of you that it 
becomes difficult to stop 
talking to each other once 
you’ve started. Make plans 
to have another invigorat- 
ing conversation like this 
in the future. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Exercising may feel 
easier than usual. Whether 
you’re working hard, play- 
ing sports with loved ones 
or just generally active, 
you're likely going to be 
physically exerting your- 
self somehow. When you 
do want some time to slow 
down, make sure to drink 
water and get some rest. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Once you’ve 
completed your respon- 
sibilities for the day, take 
advantage of any chances 
to have fun. Someone may 
invite you to aconcert or 
amovie, or you could play 
games with your loved 
ones. Choose something 
that you’re passionate 
about and would love to 
share with others. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.18): 
If any part of your home 

is looking a little too dirty 
or cluttered, it might be 
time to tackle it with mops 
and brooms. You likely 
have more energy and 
brainpower than usual to 
blast through your chores. 
You’ve got the power to 
make that to-do list and 
check every box. 


Pisces (Feb.19-March 20): 
Any subject that you’ve 
been wanting to learn 
more about is yours to 
study at this time. Now is 

a great time to start. Your 
brain currently has the 
capacity to take on even 
the more challenging 
informative materials. Just 
make sure you don’t rush 
through anything. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On July 21,1861, during the 
Civil War, the first Battle 
of Bull Run was fought at 
Manassas, Virginia. 


In1925, the “Monkey 
Trial” ended in Dayton, 
Tennessee, with John 


T. Scopes found guilty 

of violating state law for 
teaching Darwin’s Theory 
of Evolution. 


In 1972, the Irish Repub- 
lican Army carried out 

22 bombings in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, killing 
nine people and injuring 
130 in what became known 
as “Bloody Friday.” 


In 1998, actor Robert 
Young died at age 91. 


In1999, Navy divers found 
and recovered the bodies 
of John F. Kennedy Jr., his 
wife, Carolyn, and sister- 
in-law, Lauren Bessette, in 
the wreckage of Kennedy’s 
plane in the Atlantic Ocean 
off Martha’s Vineyard. 


In 2011, the 30-year-old 
space shuttle program 
ended as Atlantis landed 
at Cape Canaveral, Flor- 
ida, after the 135th shuttle 
flight. 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 


A t 
YOUR SPACE LASER 
@) : INVENTION DESTROYED 
DL, THE ALIEN ARMADA 
: AND SAVED THE WORLD. 


NORMALLY I WOULD 
NAME YOU EMPLOYEE 
OF THE WEEK, BUT 
BECAUSE IT WAS A 
SECRET MILITARY 
OPERATION, I ONLY 


GIVE I WAS 

MEA GOING 
SECRET TO SAY 
BONUS? KILL YOU. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


HAVE ONE CHOICE. 


DILBERT.COM 
7-21-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 


rp By Henry Barajas and Rod Whigham 


BEFORE OR |—ETIG 
COACH, DO YOU (Ti 
B pememeer WHat | AFTER YO LW 


BARAJAS & WHIGHAM 


WE SAW YOUR POST CHOCOLATE, SHE FIGURED 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA STRAWBERRY |S OUT HOW TO | TOLD HIM OF ALL THE PEOPLE TO DUMP }{ MAYBE YOUR BEHAVIOR 
OR VANILLA? DEEP-FRY A LITTLE WHITE LIES, ME, | NEVER EXPECTED JARED || MADE HIM FALL OUT OF 
MILKSHAKE NOT BIG ONES! J] WOULD, BECAUSE HE SEEMED /|_LOVE WITH YOU, DAWN. 
aa,|} HE OVERREACTED |; SO IN LOVE WITH ME! = 
WHEN HE BROKE 
UP WITH ME! 


T WONDER WHAT ALEXANDER GRAHAM 
@ BELL INVENTED AFTER THE TELEPHONE. 


TILDY BLACKS OUT WHILE DRIVING q AND HER CAR RUNS OFF THE ROADS 

TO THE HOSPITAL... on —_—_$_$_$__— 
wr Me = - : “ 
a \ : “a , : 


Judge Parker By Woody Wilson and Mike Manley 
HE SEEMS Bu mire 


KIND OF | , I'M GOING TO GET SOME 
Al C THINGS FROM MY APARTMENT, 
AND THEN I'LL BE RIGHT 


AND YET IM STIGLWAITING | | MAYBE I COULD GET A JOB 
FOR THE IDIOTS AROUND ME SELLING INSURANCE. 
TO ASK ME FOR IT. 


OH, GREAT WISE ASS, WHAT 
1$ THE KEY TO HAPPINESS. AND THE DROUGHT 


CRISIS REACHES MY 
BACKYARD, 


€2022 Stephan Pastis/Dist, by Andrews McMeel Syndication 
GoComics.com/Baldo 


© 2022 Baldo Partnership/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


Facebook.com./BaldoComics @ 


721 


Funky Winkerbean By Tom Batiuk 


‘I TOOK M@ FINISHED PRINCE VAMANT 
PAGE UP TO THE SYNDICATE OFFICE... 


WAS) KING FEA 


Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 


WHY ARE WE STILL 
BUILDING ON 
FLOODPLAINS — IT'S 
MADNESS! 


THIS DEVELOPER 
HAS TAKEN IT INTo 
CONSIDERATION. 


ihe 


© 2022 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features Syndicate 


alexhallatt.com 


WOW! THOSE ARE 
SOME FISH! 


MaRS! You CANNOT Y HO AMI TO 

LET THAT MAN PAY STAND IN THE WAY 
ONE RED CENT OF TRADITION? 

FOR ANY OF (T! = 


John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserve 


Rhymes With Orange By Hilary Price 
Ff aa co 


& | BECAUSE NO ONE ELSE . AlSo TRUE, s, 
WOULD PUT _UP WITH , THAT'S VERY 
5 }HIM G ENOUGH To We SAT BRIGHT! 
HAVE A DISCUSSION . 
&)/AER HEARD THE 
EXPRESSION “FAMILIAR- 
ITV BREEDS CONTEMPT 2 


ORANGE ISN'T MY COLOR. 
I'M GOING BACK TO TRY 
FOR BLUE. 


THAT'S RIGHT, FOLKS, COME ON : ; FY ait V_ AND WHEN WE SING 
WN TO BIG BILLY b OK, 4 YOu!" T ASSUME 
WERE REFERRI 


CONSUMPTION TO SAVE 
THE PLANET?” 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 


© 2022 Lynn Johnston Productions Inc. / Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication 


YEAH, 100% GOOSE DOWN, | « 


ANTIMICROBIAL, HYPO- 


ALLERGENIC, BREATHABLE | ; 


FABRIC COVER... 


BUROIWIOD ZZ02D) 


Bury, Aq painquisig Ou} 


‘IOUS Seinjeog 


ARE YOU GOING TO 
WASTE THE WHOLE DAY 
IN THAT BED ? 


CTREANLINING 
The CURT 
DocKETS 


PIT. BY ANDRENS IREEL OINDICATION 


7-21 
WY EV oo 2022 wer wee << 


Curtis By Ray Billingsley 


ef THEY'RE HAVING A 
HOT-DOG-EATING 
CONTEST ! 


HEY, THERE'S A STREET 
FAIR TODAY! 


we 


WILL YOU MAKE ME 
A PAPER AIRPLANE, 
GRAMPA 7 


© 


SEEYA. TM TAKING SARATO 
HER COUSIN’S STUPID 
“BRIDGERTON’ -THEMED 


oC 


Vo Mom Cook 
LAST NIOWT? | VINNER 


YOU MADE ME SO 
HAPPY YESTERDAY 
WHEN YOU FIXED THE 


O7-21 www.fborfw.com 


YOU SURE 
PILLOWS ! 


Hi & Lois By Greg and Brian Walker and Chance Browne 


Ep <i 


©2022 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved 


THE WINNER 
GETS TWENTY- 
FIVE DOLLARS ! 


AND Now 
FOR THE TEST 
FLIGHT... 


LVE STUDIED 
2] KNOW YOUR /ANDTESTEDTHEM } YOU'RE ON 
EXTENSIVELY 


IT’S THE ONLY WAY 
I EVER GET ANY 
EXERCISE. 


WELL... TODAY 15 MY 
DAY To BE HAPPY / 


VY 
NOT TONIGHT, 
GUARD DuTY! 


HiandLois.com 


GOCOINGS.CON\ / NONGEQUITUR, 


WILEYINKE EARTHLINK NET 


I'LL TAKE A CAB HOME 


BEFORE DINNER 


eS HAVE ACRACKIN’ 
\ GOODTIME,OLDCHAF/ . 


tat 
ID 
0 


CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 61 2022 Pixar 
1 Sprouted film about a 
5 Britcom girl who goes 
starring through unusual 
Joanna Lumley, changes, and 
to fans the change seen 
10 Swing set site inside each set 
14 Five-star of circles 
15 Cruzknownas 64 Felt in one’s 
the “Queen of bones 
Salsa” 65 Project on 
16 Completed stage 
17 Some plant- 66 Breakfast brand 
based patties 67 Cheek 
19 “Star Trek” 68 Match.com 
creator matches 


Roddenberry 69 Interlibrary __ 
20 After-school 


org. Down 
21 “The Bachelor” 1 Have asudden 
flower inspiration? 


22 Tours of duty 

24 Word in many 
California place 
names 

25 Title of 
honor 

26 Highway sign 

27 Little by 
little 

33 Tiny 
opening 

34 Sea cow 

35 Grilled meat Sis \7 
dish 

37 Legendary a as 
pro wrestler 
Flair 

38 Get going 

42 Made into 
law 

45 Oberlin’s 
state 

46 Opening 
for some 
nostalgic 
stories 

50 Evil spell 

51 Dragon 
boat race 
need 

52 Choose 
(to) 

53 College 
donors, 
often 

55 Tea brand 


2 Jicama, e.g. 

3 New Age artist 
who often sings 
in Irish 

4 NAACP 
co-founder Du 
Bois 


brand 
60 Relinquish 


eee eCeeREE 
A Nd Nd 
ERE SEE 


5 Radarorsonar 29 __pronobis 
6 Isabaddogby 30 Place to unwind 


the dinner table, onatrain 
say 31 Textbook 
7 Run for the hills divisions 
8 Broadcast 32 Comeback 


9 Guitar player 36 Vidalia bulb 
such as Este 39 “I’ve got it!” 
Haim or Kim 40 Contraption 
Deal, e.g. 41 Low digit 

10 Asana expert 43 Expected 

1 Get even for 44 Ripsnorters 


] 
12 Beach house, 
maybe 46 Sharp blows 


13 Not casual a Oa the 
18 Risk territory : 
that borders i i with 
Siberia op 


23 Squares up 54 Kitten’s cries 
24 Bothnian Bay SS Jogging pace 


country 56 Poker stake 

25 Voting rights 57 “By that logic ... “ 
activist 58 Ginormous 
Abrams 59 Shabu-shabu 


27 Facial venue noodle, often 

28 Word in many 62 Actress 
California place Thurman 
names 63 Come together 


aes Bee 
ae 


vA 
2 


rt | | | 


59 


= Jee 
Zane Eee 
ZEEE ZEEE Be 


By Erica Hsiung Wojcik & May Huang 


Tribune Content Agency 7/21/22 


BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


South dealer. 
Neither side vulnerable. 


NORTH 
ays 
¥102 
¢K874 
&J 10973 
WEST EAST 
aA9 aK 83 
¥O84 ¥97 
#QJ105 @A9632 
&A 642 8Q85 
SOUTH 
4Q107642 
V¥AKJ653 
¢— 
hk 
The bidding: 
South West North = East 
14 Pass INT Pass 
2% Pass 2¢ Pass 
44 


Opening lead — queen of dia- 
monds. | ae 
Playing the waiting 
game 


Consider this deal from a team-of-four 
match. The final contract at both tables 
was four spades, and the opening lead 
by West in each case was the queen of 
diamonds. However, the declarer at the 
first table made the contract, while the 
declarer at the second table went down 
one. 

At the first table, declarer ruffed the 
queen of diamonds, cashed the A-K of 
hearts and played a third heart, West 
following with the queen. When South 
ruffed with dummy’s jack, East overruffed 
with the king and returned a low club. 

West took South’s king of clubs with the 
ace and returned the jack of diamonds. 
Declarer ruffed and played the queen of 
trump, won by West with the ace. Back 
came another diamond, ruffed by South. 
Declarer then cashed the ten of trump, and 
when both defenders followed, South had 


TODAY'S SUDOKU 


Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box 
in bold borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk 


the rest of the tricks and his game. 

At the second table, after ruffing West's 
diamond lead and cashing the A-K of 
hearts, declarer also played a third heart 
and ruffed it with the jack. But here East 
discarded a diamond instead of overruffing 
the jack with the king. 

As aresult of this play, declarer could 
not avoid going down. Regardless of how 
he continued, he had to lose three trump 
tricks as well as a club. 

East’s refusal to overruff the jack with 
the king at trick four was based on his 
realization that it was almost impossible 
for him to gain a trick by overruffing, while 
he might gain a trick by discarding instead. 
So East bided his time and was ultimately 
rewarded for his thoughtful play. 

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 2 (“alrthose in favor of 
one letter to each square, @ adding a 10% I guess 
to form four ordinary words. 3 
oe AE ie ald i 3 
& 
DMUYD 5 
5 
eae 5 
RBETE i 
$ 
——<—__, w 
NRYEGT | : 
g WHEN THE COMPANY'S 
G E L EA L 2] BOARD MEMBERS VOTED 
&\_TO RAISE PRICES, THE --- 
Now arrange the circled letters 


©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved 


to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 
7 WW YY YN TWO YY YN 
OSS STECESES 
(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: DITCH PICKY HELMET CANCEL 


Answer: Memorizing lines for the play would require a lot 
of effort. She’d need to — KEEP THAT IN MIND 


Yesterday's 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ZSMAPT 


ER OMeTIMES. ZIPPY LIKES To TAKE aver 
THE DRIVER'S SEAT. GRIEFY INpULGES 


HIM, BUT HE DOESN'T Lie IT. ZIPPY LS 
NOT GOOD AT FOLLOWING Peasy 8 
DIRECTIONS— -—- iE 3 r ) THis 1s Tw Gest ENP 
init FE /, ALVIN 2 THe 6. qe as Aucowep cess oon = ree AARGU, 
3 cui 8H i TO 007 - 
siyisiss satacubaesl RE my co- fit a f Z MAT. ae < ie 
Perr at. A Eh ty Sa PLoTs/ AN“ 's6 Ge ee : = 
PERRI Se Ot “hy os 4 
g G yy 
——— SS s a y) 
iB - é Ho, yy 
bee 4-2 eet SS / 
2% = : = SSS ee Sees s 7] 
Y) Ney : z UZ 


TT 


i pela dau a 


|O©aoze gin Grilfith. World righis reserved. Distributed by King Features Syndicate 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com fl: 


Scan QR code to play online. 


SUDOKU WORD SEARCH 
Level: | 1 || 2 4 Wordsearch: Cat breeds o47 
Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk. NLXFNYZRMIUSSURIEE 
vlelzZizl91LIeisle AFL IGXNAILABURMILLA 
siziglelsizlilbrle ML TOY GERNHS IBERIAN 
tlelslvlelelclolz RNAYSEORS TPERSI!1ANOD 
9 Llelo plelzlalz Il J CRNUSNKNAEGEADUD 
siyleloliizlelelp BENGALSEIRDEVONRE X 
elyletzieleloaliic P!I!1X Il EBOBNBISGTAROK 
EFX !1ONINSAMKLAS KLE 
Z\9\e}t |6/S|V7\ 2/8 TMNTHALAGAVALSBTPO 
6 8ivieie/9iSiZ/t EAAOHIPLNHVABEHUCH 
CS siz ve 69 R|!INESZQOMAAJRSRHS 
© 2017 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved. 11/2/17 B N N K L S O M S D A | N E F K A Ww 
BOGGLE WordWheel AE !lltuUEKSOGURNPIRO 
) en are eet LCSNARTNOPMAUGASTN 
once within a single word, Play with a friend and compare 
(OYJ TS] word finds, crossing out common words. 
Ce Aiea aa ea a DOSETBAMIKHAREIHRS 
GBieters=tpant) 11514 = Champ KOYSBDKX ILEYLTJVEQ 
Geese) 81" 100~ pro ANBEOSARUPAGNISAUM 
31. 802 Roos 
Ceiemmacioeens) 1-20 = Amateur XNAMBESEMRUBVXPN XK X 
Boggle BrainBusters Bonus ® ABYSSINIAN CHARTREUX PIXIE BOB SOMALI 
Mie put special braln-busting words Jnto\ths grid AEGEAN DEVON REX RAGDOLL SPHYNX 
Find AT LEAST SIX WORDS ARABIAN MAU JAVANESE RUSSIAN BLUE THAI 
ee PLUMBING in the BALINESE KORAT SAVANNAH TONKINESE : 
, BAMBINO LONGHAIR SELKIRK REX TOYGER i 
BENGAL MAINE COON SERENGETI TURKISH VAN ¢ 
BIRMAN MANX SIBERIAN USSURI E 
Insert the missing letter to complete an eight-letter BOBTAIL MINSKIN SINGAPURA : 
Sc RRETTET == word reading clockwise or counterclockwise. BURMESE PERSIAN SNOWSHOE 5 
oe ee oe YalyM NIVEG_YNIS VAT dida ddld ©2021 Knight Features. autre EWS 5/3 By Ro ao PelEReae SOKOKE : 
gq 
g 
TV CROSSWORD Cat breeds JUMBLE 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 

NWN IRE THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Cotton is soft and 

trong, but polyester 

dries quickly and 
wrinkles less. 


It doesn’t 


PACT Yr OAMIAMDBG)—-7EZ> 2) 


©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


THE FABRIC SHE'D 
USE TO MAKE A 
NEW DRESS WAS --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


NA 
S@seeeetsee 
K_UAN_UAN_ AN AN AN AN AN ARN ANA 


NORMAL ~~ TURNIP 


Answer 
here: 


Jumbles: LEAKY MILKY 
Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 4/7/19 ALFIT | E[R | N|O | 2) | N | Answer: The fabric she’d use to make a new dress 
was — IMMATERIAL 
ACROSS 35 Actress Ullmann ARROW WORDS 


1 Sherman Hemsley sitcom 
5 Adams or Johnson 
8 “Saturday Night __” 
9 Ekberg or Bryant 
12 Yearned 
13 Blockbuster Sam Worthington 
sci-fi film 
14 McKellen & McEwan 
15 Actor Ken 
16 “Say __ to the Dress” 
18 Former series for Ted Danson 
19 Florence’s position on “The 
Jeffersons” 
20 Boring 
21 “Unhappily __ After” 
23 Glenn or Eric 


24 “My Two __”; Paul Reiser sitcom 
25 “CBS Evening News with Jeff __’ 


26 Garr & Hatcher 

28 Hockey disk 

29 Actress Moran 

30 Cries from the flock 

32 “Leah Remini: __ All Relative” 


> 


o|o[m|=| 
jo |a)>|0 
-|r 


>|v\o fo |—|<|(>|0 


2|>|-|a|0 
o|a|> 
a 


All Rights Reserved. 


KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 


© © 


36 Slips up 

37 Make a tiny cut 

38 Actor on “The Neighborhood” 

40 “The __ and Cher Comedy 
Hour” 

41 Dutch island in the Caribbean 

42 Creative thought 

43 Stein or Stiller 

44 “Happy __” 


DOWN 
1 Jennifer Garner drama series 
2 Actress on “Speechless” 
3 Arden & Plumb 
4 Actor Beatty 
5 Actor Spade 
6__ even keel; steady 
7 Word attached to pick or wit 
10 “Chicago Fire” actor 
11 Regions 
12 Snapshot, for short 
13 MacGraw or Larter 
15 Rowing crew needs 
17 “Murder, __ Wrote” 
19 Prescriptions, for short 
20 Voting coalition; alliance 
22 Pompous 
23 Gulager & others 
25 Transcript avgs. 
26 Israel’s __ Aviv 
27 Durance of “Smallville” 
30 Actor Keith 
31 “Joan of __”; Ingrid Bergman film 
33 Louise & Fey 
34 2015 Melissa McCarthy movie 
36 Actress Kathryn 
37 __ pop; soft drink 
39 Give a nickname to 
40 Caesar, for one 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


/ Dessert | "Carmen 
Lose color} choice Jones* 
song 
Olympian 
Lewis 


Astaire 
specialty 


Rigg or 
Ross 


Physicist 
Mach 


= 
o 
x 
@ 
a 
€ 
§ 
a 


Love": 


River craft Set right 
Catch red-} Solidify Film genre Sax type ee 
handed k 

of Phyllis 


Places of 
worship 


Hip bones 
Tackle 


Later on 
\ Roadster 


Picks 
Clinton's 
Labor 

secreta 


Goodyear Yoga Store Daytime ‘ 
froze ||| se | wer —s 
Basketball ; 
tactic ‘Catcher in 
the —’ 
Expert 


figure 


Makes 
music 


7 
NZ native 


11/25/18 


Can you find two identical burgers? 


samsue 
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Jobs 


Fire Marshal 


Bloomfield CT 


Blue Hills Fire Department 

Salary $70,000 Yearly, Pre-employ- 
ment Drug Testing. AA/EOE. For Detail, 
go to bluehillsfire.org 

Manager, Sr. Data $ 

Hartford, CT 

Travelers 

Travelers has multiple openings for 
Manager, Sr. Data Scientist (100% 
remote). Manage variety of statistical 
analyses, including data mining, pre- 
dictive modeling &/or actuarial tech- 
niques. Review analyses & provide 
direction & insight. Serve as SME w/ 
advanced stat analyses, actuarial &/ 
or research methods. Must have Ph.D 
or equivalent in Stats, Math, Decision 
Sci, Actuarial Sci or related analytical 
STEM field (e.g. Eng’g, Physics) OR 
master’s degree or equiv & 3 yrs expe- 
rience w/relevant stat analysis. Must 
also have experience in insurance & 
financial services industry to include: 
performing quant analysis & using 
SAS or similar stat & database mgmt 
software; using database principles, 
predictive modeling stat methods 
including generalized linear models, 
decision trees, cluster analysis, neural 
networks, text mining, application of 
multivariate statistical techniques to 
large scale databases &/or math pro- 
gramming & optimization modeling; 
& using relational database software. 
Send resume LPURSEL@travelers.com 
and reference Job Code REO72022. 


YOUR PERFECT 


JOB 


IS WAITING 


Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. 


Manager, Sr. Data Scientist 

Hartford, CT 
Travelers 
Multiple openings (hybrid remote posi- 
tion; requires 2 days/week in 

Hartford office). Manage variety of sta- 
tistical analyses, including data min- 
ing, predictive modeling &/or actuarial 
techniques. Review analyses & provide 
direction & insight. Serve as SME w/ 
advanced stat analyses, actuarial &/ 
or research methods. Must have Ph.D 
or equivalent in Stats, Math, Decision 
Sci, Actuarial Sci or related analytical 
STEM field (e.g. Eng’g, Physics) OR 
master's degree or equiv & 3 yrs expe- 
rience w/ relevant stat analysis. Must 
also have experience in insurance & 
financial services industry to include: 
performing quant analysis & using 
SAS or similar stat & database mgmt 
software; using database principles, 
predictive modeling stat methods 
including generalized linear models, 
decision trees, cluster analysis, neural 
networks, text mining, application of 
multivariate statistical techniques to 
large scale databases &/or math pro- 
gramming & optimization modeling; 
& using relational database software. 
Send resume LPURSEL@travelers.com 
and reference Job Code HY072022. 
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Stuff 


13 FT KAYAK With paddles. No leaks. 
$150. 860-922-3176 
AC Panasonic AC, 13500btu, 120v, 
$125, 860-644-5084. 
Basel OM Te 


(Ci&: a AN 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 
FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


FRONTGATE CHAISE LOUNGE Taupe, 
6’6”,excellent cond, 203-379-7444 

HARLEY DAVIDSON 2006 low miles, 
13,900 one owner 860-748-2905 

HONDA EMS5000SX GENERATOR 
Immaculate, never used. Call 203- 
379-7444 

MATTRESS TOPPER New queen 3” 
Temperpedic $110 8609781572 

ROD STEWART MOHEGAN 8-13 $500 
S-105, R-J ,s-15,16 8607963481 


SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 


STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TAG SALES 


Tag Sales & Flea Markets 


BRISTOL - Tag & Estate Moving Sale 
July 23rd and 24th 9am-3pm 300 
Rambler St 


BURLINGTON - Tag sale 18 Carriage 
Dr, weather permitting, household 
items, furn, all must go, 9am - 2pm 


MIDDLETOWN, CT - Saturday July 23, 
2022-9am - 2pm-Address: 11 Red 
Yellow Rd 


WEST HARTFORD - Wonderful Estate 
Sale. Collectibles including vinyl’s, 
large vintage Playboy magazine 
collection, art, crystal, flatware, 
tools, ladders. 61 Fox Chase Lane, 
West Hartford. Fri 7/22, 10am-4pm 
& Sat 7/23, Vam-2pm. 


el 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CLEANING’ Houses. Insurance & 
bonded. Kasia - (860) 268-2301 
PROFESSIONAL HOUSE CLEANING 

Call Marzena (203)768-7296 


www.courant.com/pets 


MINI GOLDENDOODLE Puppies! 
4 females/4 males. Stunningly 
beautiful red colors! Hypoallergenic. 
Minimal shedding.Will be approx 
20 to 25 pounds full grown. Family 
raised! Loves People! First shots, 
vet exams, microchipped, 2 year 
health guarantee. Ready to go July 
27. $2,500 Hoosick Falls, NY 802- 
282-2232 call/text for photos 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


Tickets 


BEGINNERS SEWING 
Dnaartandevent@gmail.com 


CLASS 


Auto & SUV's 


CHEVROLET CORVETTE 2004 - 
$16000 Red coupe, low mileage, 
in great shape, includes 2 roofs. 
Located in North Central CT. 
Recently appraised. Call or text 
860-573-4413 


ROD STEWART MOHEGAN 8-13 $350 
$105, RJ, S15+16, 8607963481 


Wanted To Buy 


1 BUY VINTAGE ' ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF, 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 


ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Buying Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Knives, Fishing, Tools, Lanterns, Glass, 
Clocks, Books & More 860-874-8396 


BUYING OLD TOYS BEFORE 1990 
Tonka, Matchbox, Hotwheels, Trains, 
LEGOs, Star Wars, GI Joes, Nintendo, 
Action Figures, Slot Cars, Models, 
Games, Atari, Western, Dolls, Robots, 
Windups, & more. 860-874-8396 


BUYING PRE1980 Toy Trucks Cars 
Trains Star Wars Transformers Model 
Kits, Comic Books, Baseball Posters 
& Cards, Postcards, Advertising Cans 
& Signs: Beer, Soda, Oil, Gas, etc, 
Car License Plates, Jewelry, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-817-4350 


Lost/Found 


IMPOUNDED - #13 Chihuahua, Male, 
Brown & Tan. Call Harford PD 
860-757-4000 


ia 
Win 


Antiques/ 
Classics 


y ies gg 
FORD MODELA 1929 - $19500 4 dr, 
blind back, older restoration, rebuilt 


engine, L&B interior, runs & drives 
excellent! 860-828-7600 


MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL 1991 


$16,500 Exc cond classic convertible 
w. hard top. New A/C Always garaged. 
will txt pics 802-436-2962 
OLDSMOBILE TORONADO 1985 - 
$9500 Low miles; Must see! Call: 
203-235-3304 or 203-907-7901 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 
*** $SS CASH PAID $$$ *** 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 


okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 

Steve Dale’s 

PET WORLD 


Sundays in Smarter Living 


FORD F-350 2006 - $8,500 OBO. 
Super Duty. 54k miles, 4x4 with 
Fisher minute mount plow. 
860-589-0116 or 860-584-2298 


mencepes pens 35081 2015 


$25700 73K mi White exc ML350 
4-matic fully loaded 860-250-3579 


MERCEDES-BENZ S-CLASS 2007 - 
$15,600. CL S550. Grand Beige, 
immaculate condition. 79k miles. 
(860) 752-5085 


SUBARU LEGACY 2006 - $5,500. 

Special Edition AWD. 128,500 
miles. Moon roof, power seat, 
remote start, AC, A/T, newer exhaust, 
brakes & tires. No rust! Clean 
CarFax. 860-649-1277 


Car Reviews 


Saturdays in 
MOTORING 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


NOTIFICATION OF AQUATIC TREATMENT 
BUNGEE LAKE - WOODSTOCK, CT 


In accordance with the Connecticut DEEP 
Pesticide Division notification requirements, 
portions of Bungee Lake will be chemically 
treated with US EPA/ CT DEEP registered 
herbicides and algaecides to control nui- 
sance aquatic vegetation on Thursday, July 
28, 2022. Bungee Lake will be treated with 
Nautique and Copper Sulfate. There are no 
water use restrictions associated with this 
treatment. 


This work is being performed for the 
Lake Bungee Tax District. Treatments are 
conducted pursuant to permits issued by 
the CT DEEP Information on the specific 
date of application may be obtained from 
the person named below. The treatment is 
being performed by the state licensed firm 
SOLitude Lake Management of Shrewsbury, 
MA. Contact: SOLitude Lake Management 
508-865-1000. 

7/26/22 7255545 


NOTIFICATION OF AQUATIC TREATMENT 
WITCHES WOODS LAKE - WOODSTOCK, CT 


In accordance with the Connecticut DEEP 
Pesticide Division notification requirements, 
portions of Witches Woods in Woodstock 
will be chemically treated with US EPA/ CT 
DEEP registered herbicides and algaecides 
to control nuisance aquatic vegetation on 
Thursday, July 28, 2022. Witches Woods will 
be treated with Copper Sulfate and Nautique 
(copper). Please note that there are no water 
use restrictions for this treatment. 


This work is being performed for the Witches 
Wood Tax District. Treatments are conducted 
pursuant to permits issued by the CT DEER 
Information on the specific date of applica- 
tion may be obtained from the person named 
below. The treatment is being performed 
by the state licensed firm SOLitude Lake 
Management of Shrewsbury, MA. Contact: 
(508)865-1000. 

7/21/22 7255629 
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Connecticut 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


The Bloomfield Town Council will conduct a 
public hearing on Thursday, July 28th, 2022 
at 6:35 p.m. The In-person meeting location 
will be held at Town Council Chambers, 800 
Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield, Connecticut. 
Remote attendees can join the meeting via 
the Zoom meeting platform: 


https://bloomfieldct.zoom.us/webinar/ 
register/WN_98_xNco-S9WmlcWfpyyaqyg 


This meeting will also be streamed live to 
YouTube at: https://youtu.be/J2JNx6q_RO4 


The purpose of this public hearing is to 
solicit public input regarding the proposed 
additional appropriation of ONE MILLION 
FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND ($1,500,000) 
for additional costs caused by the current 
inflationary environment related to the con- 
struction, furnishing and equipping of a new 
Prosser Library and renovations to the P Faith 
McMahon Library with such appropriation 
being funded with a one million dollar grant 
received from the State of Connecticut Public 
Library Construction Grant for the Prosser 
Library Project and three hundred fifty-six 
thousand three hundred fifty-eight dollars 
from the Town of Bloomfield’s Capital Non- 
Recurring Fund and one hundred forty-three 
thousand six hundred forty-two dollars from 
the Fiscal Year 2023 General Fund Operating 
Budget. 


A copy of the resolution for this proposed 
appropriation is on file in the Town Clerk’s 
office. 


Dated at Bloomfield, CT 20th day of July 
2022. 


Keri Rowley 
Finance Director 
7/21/2022 7255531 


NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF AUDIT 


THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
July 21, 2022 


An audit of the accounts of The Metropolitan 
District for the year ended December 
31, 2021 has been completed by an 
independent public accountant, as provided 
in Section 7-392 of the General Statutes 
of Connecticut. The auditor's report was 
received by The Metropolitan District on July 
19, 2022. 


Pursuant to Section 7-394 of the General 
Statutes, this will serve as notice that the 
auditor's report is on file for public inspec- 
tion in the office of the District Clerk of 
The Metropolitan District, 555 Main Street, 
Hartford, Connecticut. 


THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
BY: John S. Mirtle, Esq. 


District Clerk 
7/21/22 7254517 
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tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


Car reviews, including 
a handy O&A on 
automotive issues. 
Plus, the latest deals, 
incentives and 
largest selection of 
vehicles, anywhere. 


Every Saturday in Motoring. 
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NOTIFICATION OF AQUATIC TREATMENT 
RED CEDAR LAKE - LEBANON, CT 


In accordance with the Connecticut DEEP 
Pesticide Division notification requirements, 
Red Cedar Lake in Lebanon will be chemi- 
cally treated with USEPA/ CT DEEP registered 
herbicides to control nuisance aquatic 
vegetation on Wednesday, July 27, 2022. 
The lake will be treated with Tribune. Do not 
use the water for the following purposes until 
the date noted below: Swimming: Restricted 
until July 28, 2022; Boating and Fishing: No 
Restrictions; Direct Drinking and Cooking: 
Restricted until July 31, 2022; Livestock 
Watering — Restricted the day of the treat- 
ment; and Irrigation: Restricted until August 
02, 2021. Prior to treatment, the lake 
shoreline will be posted with signs warning of 
these temporary use restrictions. 


This work is being performed for the Town of 
Lebanon & the Red Cedar Lake Association. 
Treatments are conducted pursuant to the 
permit issued by the CT DEEP Information 
on the specific date of application may be 
obtained from the person named below. The 
treatment is being performed by the state 
licensed firm SOLitude Lake Management 
of Shrewsbury, MA. Contact: 508-865-1000. 
7/21/22 7255703 
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FOR on FEELING 


WE CAN CHANGE THAT. 


We've all had moments where we've felt we didn't belong. But 
for people who moved to this country, that feeling lasts more 
than a moment. Together, we can build a better community. 
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SPORTS 


Aaron Judge (33 homers) and Giancarlo Stanton (24) have led the Yankees to a 64-28 record, best in baseball at the All-Star break. 


JAE C. HONG/AP 
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MLB 2ND HALF LOOKAHEAD 


alm 
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Everything’s been looking up for the Mets since Buck Showalter 
took over as manager. NAM Y. HUH/AP 


EASTERN 


PROMISES 


Yankees, Red Sox, Mets set themselves up for success as dog days of summer approach 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


s the baseball season began, the usually 
cordial relationship between the 
Yankees and their franchise player, 
Aaron Judge, strained under the stress 
of contract negotiations. 

Judge turned down a sizeable offer 
and chose to “bet on himself,’ the operative phrase, 
and so far he is winning. So are the Yankees. 

With his monster season, 33 homers at the All-Star 
break, and a few surprises, a retooled Yankees team 


who won arecord 125 regular and postseason games. 

Across town, the Mets’ new manager has proven 
a wise, old hand. Buck Showalter, 66, immediately 
gained the respect of his players and brought a profes- 
sionalism and an edge to the Mets. When their best 
pitchers, Jacob deGrom and Max Scherzer, the combi- 
nation that fueled their preseason optimism, were out, 
the Mets held first place despite a long hot streak by 
the world champion Braves. 

The Mets have met every test so far. 

In Boston, the Red Sox floundered early, then went 
19-5 in June, but still were unable to gain ground on the 
Yankees in the AL East. Now 17 out in the loss column, 


has the best record in baseball and, until recently, was 


keeping the torrid pace set by their 1998 predecessors, 
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Rafael Devers is having another big season for Boston, with 
22 homers and 55 RBI. FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP 
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KNICKS COMMENTARY 


Silence 
speaks 
volumes 


Knicks avoid 
obvious questions 
during Brunson’s 
introductory 
news conference 


By Stefan Bondy 
New York Daily News 


Jalen Brunson confirmed 
what some already knew 
about his attraction to the 
Knicks. 

“It’s family,’ Brunson said 
Tuesday. “It’s a comfort level 
to this and it’s something I 
couldn’t turn a blind eye to. 

“That these guys have 
my interest at heart. I think 
(Knicks president Leon Rose) 
probably saw me before my 
dad did. So it’s just one big 
family for me, and I’m super 
excited.” 

Of course, there’s also the 
four-year contract exceeding 
$100 million — the gener- 
ational wealth he accepted 
from Rose, his father’s former 
agent, and team owner James 
Dolan. 

Brunson, who has bucked 
the odds as a second-round 
pick signing a nine-figure 
contract, said this is nothing 
new. 

“They said I was too slow, 
not athletic enough. Too 
small,” Brunson said. “All the 
things that don’t measure 
heart. And that’s what I have.” 

Otherwise, there wasn’t 
much to glean from Brunson’s 
first public words as amember 
of the Knicks. 

It was a 15-minute intro- 
ductory press conference with 
no media present, with only 
the in-house network and 
screened questions from fans 
allowed during the sterilized 
conversation. 

The philosophy of freez- 
ing out the media (unless it’s 
mandated by the NBA) trick- 
les down from Dolan, but it 
casts the entire organization 
as terrified and weak. Ifa front 
office can’t answer ques- 
tions about its biggest signing, 
when should it feel confident 
enough to swat away whatever 
media queries frighten the 
owner? 

Rose, for instance, sat down 
with local reporters at the 
apex of his tenure, right after 


1 the Knicks shocked the NBA 
Inside by finishing fourth in the East. 
All-Stars Then the Knicks bombed in 
showcase Year 2 and Rose went radio 
modern MLB. silent. Not one prominent 
Page 3 member of the organization 
m Standings, has spoken publicly since the 
schedule, season ended. 
pitching To be clear, there are 
comparisons. significant questions, beyond 
Page 3 basketball, that the Knicks 
m Yankees, are avoiding. Forget about 
Dodgers, Astros the nosedive last season, 
must keep assumptions of tampering 
focus. Page 5 with Brunson and the Dono- 


van Mitchell trade rumors. 


Turn to Knicks, Page 2 


PATRIOTS 


Sixth-round pick Roberts could 
eventually provide boost to D- line 


By Jim McBride 
The Boston Globe 


Cliff Harris flipped on the tape 
and nearly flipped out. 

The Cowboys legend and Pro 
Football Hall of Fame safety was 
doing research for the award 
named in his honor, when he 
started watching the highlight reel 
of Sam Roberts, a defensive end 
from Northwest Missouri State. 

“When I saw his game film, I 
was like, ‘Oh man, he’s a winner, ” 
Harris said Tuesday from his home 
outside Dallas. “If I had been an 
offensive tackle, I would not have 
wanted to have Sam nose-to-nose 
with me for a whole game. He was 
beating those guys pretty easily 
... | kept thinking, ‘Oh, those poor 
offensive tackles’ “ 

The Cliff Harris Award goes to 
the nation’s top defensive player 
from Division II, III, and NAIA 
colleges. Harris, along with his 
committee, which includes such 


“When I saw his game 
film, I was like, ‘Oh 
man, he’s a winner’ If I 
had been an offensive 
tackle, I would not have 
wanted to have Sam 
nose-to-nose with me 
for a whole game.” 


— Cliff Harris, Cowboys Hall of 
Fame safety, on Sam Roberts 


luminaries as Roger Staubach, 
Drew Pearson, and Gene Stallings, 
sift through up to 150 candidates 
before naming a winner. 

Roberts, who finished his Bear- 
cat career with 18 % sacks and 47 
tackles for loss, was an easy choice 
for the honor, and for the Patri- 
ots, who selected him in the sixth 


round of the draft. 

At 6 feet 5 and nearly 300 
pounds, Roberts has classic defen- 
sive end size but also the quickness 
and athleticism that could eventu- 
ally allow him to develop into an 
inside threat, as well. 

This kind of technique versatil- 
ity up and down the line is some- 
thing the Patriots covet, with such 
stalwarts as Richard Seymour, 
Vince Wilfork, and Trey Flowers 
deployed in this manner over the 
years. 

Coming from a small school, it 
will take time and coaching for 
Roberts to develop, though he 
could make an immediate impact 
as a special teams contributor 
che blocked five kicks during his 
college career). 

Harris, who knows what it was 
like to come from a small school 
che was undrafted out of Ouachita 
Baptist), said the attitude he took 
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Northwest Missouri State’s Sam Roberts, left, shown during the Hula 

Bowl in January, has classic defensive end size but also the quickness and 
athleticism that could eventually allow him to develop into an inside threat 
for the Patriots. PHELAN M. EBENHACK/AP 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 


Red Sox: Blue Jays, Friday, 7 p.m.; Blue Jays, Saturday, 4 p.m.; 


Blue Jays, Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 


Yankees: at Houston (2), Thursday, 1 & 6:30 p.m.; at Orioles, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; at Orioles, Saturday, 7 p.m. 
Mets: Padres, Friday, 7 p.m.; Padres, Saturday, 7 p.m.; Padres, 


Sunday, 7 p.m. 


Yard Goats: at Binghamton, Friday, 7 p.m.; at Binghamton, 
Saturday, 6:30 p.m.; at Binghamton, Sunday, 1 p.m. 
Sun: at Lynx, Friday, 8 p.m.; at Lynx, Sunday, 7 p.m.; Storm, 


July 28, 7 p.m. 


Hartford Athletic: Pittsburgh, Saturday, 7 p.m.; at Rio 
Grande, Wednesday, 8:30 p.m.; Birmingham, July 30, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASEBALL 


1p.m.: New York Yankees at Houston Astros. (Live), YES. 


Radio: 97.9 


4p.m.: Detroit Tigers at Oakland Athletics. (Live) SPRTNET 


MLB 


6:30 p.m.: New York Yankees at Houston Astros. (Live), YES. 


Radio: 97.9 


6:30 p.m.: Regional Coverage. (Live) MLB 
7p.m.: Detroit Tigers at Oakland Athletics. (Live) SPRTNET 
7p.m.: Baseball Cape Cod League: Wareham Gatemen at 


Bourne Braves. (Live) NESN 


10 p.m.: San Francisco Giants at Los Angeles Dodgers. (Live) 


SPRTNET ESPN 
BASKETBALL 


11:30 a.m.: WNBA: New York Liberty at Washington Mystics. 


(Live) NBA 


3:30 p.m.: WNBA: Atlanta Dream at Los Angeles Sparks. 


(Live) NBA 


10 p.m.: WNBA: Indiana Fever at Las Vegas Aces. (Live) NBA 


BICYCLING 


8 a.m.: Tour de France Stage 18. (Live) USA 


GOLF 


6a.m.: Evian Championship First Round. (Live) GOLF 
7a.m.: Senior Open Championship First Round. (Live) GOLF 
2 p.m.: 3M Open, First Round. (Live) GOLF 

3.a.m. Fri.: DP World Tour Golf Cazoo Classic, First Round. 


(Same-day Tape) GOLF 


5 a.m. Fri.: Evian Championship Second Round. (Live) GOLF 


LACROSSE 


6:30 p.m.: Athletes Unlimited Lacrosse Team Gold vs. Team 


Orange. (Live) ESPN2 


9 p.m.: Athletes Unlimited Lacrosse Team Gold vs. Team 


Orange. (Live) ESPN2 
RUGBY 


3 p.m.: Leeds Rhinos vs Wigan Warriors. (Live) FSP 
5:30 a.m.: NRL Rugby Newcastle Knights vs Sydney Roosters. 


(Live) FSP 
SOCCER 


2:30 p.m.: UEFA Women’s EURO 2022 Second Quarterfinal: 
Germany vs Austria. (Live) ESPN2 
7:50 p.m.: 2022 Copa América Femenina Brazil vs Peru. (Live) 


FS1 
TRACK AND FIELD 


8 p.m.: World Athletics Championships. (Live) USA 
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AMERICAN LEGION 


TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


CT Legion Tournament 

First Round—Elimination Game 
Northern Bracket 

PodA 

WEST HARTFORD 10, WINDSOR LOCKS/ 
WINDSOR 0 

PodB 

TORRINGTON 6, TRI-TOWN 2 

Pod C 

BRISTOL 8, ENFIELD 7 (8) 

Note: Dylan Woodsome picked up 
the win in relief, allowing 1hit over 2 
scoreless innings. Adam Caron was 
2-for-2with 2RBI, 2runs scored for Bris- 
tol. Rowe was 3-for-4with 2RBI, 2runs 
scored for Enfield. 

Pod D 

RCP POST 7, SIMSBURY 2 

Southern Bracket 

PodE 

HAMDEN 6, FAIRFIELD 2 

Pod F 

WESTPORT 4, MADISON 3 

PodG 

TRUMBULL 10, MOOSUP 0 

PodH 

DANBURY 16, RIDGEFIELD 6 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


CT Legion Tournament 

First Round—Pod Championship 
Northern Bracket 

PodA 

WEST HARTFORD AT ELLINGTON, LATE 
Pod B 

TORRINGTON AT MIDDLETOWN, LATE 
Pod C 

BRISTOL AT WATERFORD, LATE 

Pod D 

RCP POST AT WILLIMANTIC, LATE 
Southern Bracket 

PodE 

HAMDEN AT GREENWICH, LATE 

Pod F 

WESTPORT AT STAMFORD, LATE 
PodG 

TRUMBULL AT WEST HAVEN, LATE 
PodH 

DANBURY AT EHM, LATE 


CONNECTICUT TWILIGHT LEAGUE 


TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


ROCKIES 6, DODGERS 2 

Note: Will Ramos tossed a complete 
game, allowing 2runs on d5hits with 7 
strikeouts. He also had a 3-run homer 
at the plate. 

AFTERSHOCK 2, ROCK CATS 0 

Note: Dzioba picked up the win. Galla- 
gher earned the save, striking out 5 
over 4innings. Stagis was 1-for-3with a 
double, RBI. 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


KNIGHTS AT BLACK SOX, LATE 
ROCK CATS AT DODGERS, LATE 
PATRIOTS AT ANGELS, LATE 


THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Rockies at Black Sox, 5:45p.m. 
Angels at Orioles, 6p.m. 


GREATER HARTFORD TWILIGHT 
LEAGUE 


TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


PEOPLE’S 5, ORIOLES 4 

Note: Cam Murphy went 6innings to 
pick up the win and Andrew Cohen 
earned the save. Mason Valentino had 
2hits and Brendan Lynch had an RBI 
double for People’s. 

EXPOS 6, COLTS 5 

PHILLIES AT JETS, PPD. 

GRAPHICS AT CARDINALS, PPD. 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULT 

GRAPHICS AT PHILLIES, LATE 
THURSDAY'S 
SCHEDULE 


People’s at Orioles, 6p.m. 
Cardinals at Greeners, 8p.m. 


PETE KOKINIS BASEBALL LEAGUE 


TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


19u 

AHERN WHALEN-MIDDLETOWN 3, 
SOUTHINGTON HITMEN 2 

Note: Mason Newman allowed learned 
run and struck 6over 6innings to earn 
the win. Devin Murphy picked up the 
save, coming and working out of a 
bases-loaded jam. Devin Murphy was 
1-for-34with an RBI, run scored and 
Cam brooks had a double. 

NEW BRITAIN PARKS AND REC 9, 
PLAINVILLE DEVILS 2 

Note: Alex Heidel went 5innings, allow- 
ing 2runs on 2hits with 8strikeouts to 
pick up the win. Tyler Czerchma was 
3-for-3with 2RBI, 3runs scored. Gaby 
Roman and Nick Jusino each had a 
2-run single. 
COPPERHEADS-TORRINGTON 8, 
FARMINGTON 5 

16u 

NOR’EASTERS-NEWINGTON 5, 
STAFFORD ROYALS 2 

Note: Eli Bengtson tossed a complete 
game for the win and Jack Petronio had 
2hits for Newington. 

WEST HARTFORD THUNDER 12, AHERN 
WHALEN-MIDDLETOWN 6 

Note: Jacob Boyer had 3hits, 3RBI and 
Ismael Valdivieso had 3hits for West 
Hartford. 

14u 

CT BULLDOGS-WETHERSFIELD 13, 
AHERN WHALEN-MIDDLETOWN 1 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


19u 

NEW BRITAIN PARKS AND REC AT 
SOUTHINGTON HITMEN, LATE 

16u 

STAFFORD ROYALS AT COPPERHEADS- 
TORRINGTON, LATE 

14u 

NEWINGTON RAIDERS AT CT 
BULLDOGS-WETHERSFIELD, LATE 
AHERN WHALEN-MIDDLETOWN AT 
FARMINGTON, LATE 


THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


19u: Ahern Whalen-Middletown at 
Rocky Hill, 5:45p.m.; New Britain Parks 
and Rec at Farmington, 6:30p.m. 

16u: Copperheads-Torrington at West 
Hartford Thunder, 5:45p.m. 


EASTERN LEAGUE 


Standings 

Northeast W L PCT GB 
Hartford 54 33 621 — 
Somerset 53 34 609 1 
Portland 43 44 494 11 
Reading 40 47 460 14 
NewHampshire 38 49 .437 16 
Binghamton 33 54 .379 21 
Southwest W L PCT GB 
Erie 50 36 581 — 
Akron 45 40 .529 4.5 
Richmond 46 41 .529 4.5 
Altoona 45 42 517 55 
Bowie 38 48 .442 12 
Harrisburg 35 52 .402 15.5 
FRIDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Bowie at Richmond, 6:30p.m. 
Hartford at Binghamton, 7p.m. 
Altoona at Harrisburg, 7p.m. 
Reading at Somerset, 7p.m. 
Portland at New Hampshire, 7p.m. 
Erie at Akron, 7p.m. 


TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


ATLANTA 92, LAS VEGAS 76 
LOS ANGELES 86, INDIANA 79 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULT 


CHICAGO 78, SEATTLE 74 


THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


New York at Washington, 11:30p.m. 
Atlanta at Los Angeles, 3:30p.m. 
Indiana at Las Vegas, 10p.m. 


UCONN FOOTBALL 


Carter named to Doak Walker watch list 


By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


UConn sophomore running back Nate 
Carter was named as one of the presea- 
son candidates for the 2022 Doak Walker 
Award on Wednesday. 

The award is presented annually tothe 
nation’s top college running back. 


Last season, Carter was the Huskies’ 
rushing leader with 578 yards in 12 
games. He averaged 4.6 yards per carry 
and scored two touchdowns. 

Some other players on the list include 
Central Michigan’s Lew Nichols III, 
Treyvon Henderson of Ohio State, Bijan 
Robinson of Texas, Sean Tucker of Syra- 
cuse and Deuce Vaughn of Kansas State. 


Ten semifinalists and three finalists 
will be voted on by the Doak Walker 
Award National Selection Committee 
in November. The committee will cast a 
second vote in December. 

The winner will be announced live 
on The Home Depot College Football 
Awards show on ESPN at the end of the 
season. 
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Mustachioed Matt Carpenter has been a revelation for the Yankees, with 13 homers and 34 


RBI in 31 games. AP FILE 


Baseball 
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there is little hope for arun at the Division 
title, but the Red Sox are in the thick of the 
wild card race, and with three spots avail- 
able they could get their crack in October 
if they can get and keep their key pitchers 
healthy. 

This is baseball for the second half 
of 2022, with Connecticut fans watch- 
ing intently night after night, making an 
emotional investment for a postseason 
payoff. 

But roughly 45% of the regular season is 
left to be played as the All-Star break ends 
and the trade deadline (Aug. 2) looms. 
Here is the situation, the outlook and some 
storylines for the area’s teams: 


Yankees: Peak 


performance? 


The record: 64-28, first place in AL East 
by 13 games. 

The situation: After starting 7-6, the 
Yankees won 11lin a row and haven't looked 
back. They were 52-18 after beating the 
Astros on June 23. Though they lost three 
of five games to Houston, and lost a series 
to the Reds, the Yankees finished up the 
pre-All-Star period with two resounding 
wins over Boston. Though every team in 
the AL East is at.500 or better, the Yankees 
are 30-15 in divisional play. 

The stats: The Yankees lead the majors 
in runs scored (497) and home runs (157), 
and they are second to the Dodgers inruns 
allowed, 298. 

The stars: While Judge is positioned to 
chase Roger Maris’ team and league record 
of 61 home runs, Giancarlo Stanton (24 
home runs), the All Star Game MVP, and 
Anthony Rizzo (22) are having big power 
seasons. Gerrit Cole is 9-2, with a 3.02 ERA 
in 19 starts. 

The surprises: Starter Nestor Cortes 
(7-3, 2.63 ERA), catcher Jose Trevino and 
closer Clay Holmes (4-1, 16 saves, 1.61) 
were All-Stars no one saw coming, but 
the biggest shock of all is Matt Carpenter. 
Thought to be washed up, he was rescued 
from the minor leagues and has delivered 
13 homers and 34 RBI in 13 games. 

The threat: If the Yankees are un-catch- 
able in the East, the Astros, who eliminated 
them in the 2017 and 2019 playoffs are 
running away with the West and are only 
4 % behind the Yankees for the best record 
and No. 1 playoff seed. 

At the deadline: With Luis Severino 
injured and the bullpen showing signs of 
weariness, the Yankees could use a starter 
or reliever. They could off-load strug- 
gling Joey Gallo and look for a lefty-hit- 
ting outfielder. Could Michael Conforto 
be ready to help as a free agent signing in 
September? 

Circle the calendar: A doubleheader in 
Houston Thursday is another chance for 
the Yankees to quiet the Astros-have-their- 
number talk. 

The bottom line: The Yankees haven’t 
won the World Series since 2009, and with 
their record as it is, there will be intense 
pressure to live up to it in October. The 
1998 Yankees handled that pressure, how 
about 2022? Have they peaked too soon? 


Mets: Amazin’ 
summer and fall? 


The record: 58-35, firstin NL East by 2% 

The situation: The Mets won their first 
three games, and nine of their first 12, 
setting a tone. By June 1, they were 35-17 
and led the division by 10 % games. The 
Phillies, and then the Braves got red hot 
and closed the gap, but by taking a series 
in Atlanta last week the Mets held on to 
first place. 

The stats: The Mets have a middle-of- 
the-pack 92 homers, but are fourth in the 
majors in runs scored with 437. Despite the 
injuries, their 3.61 staff ERA is tied with 
Atlanta, second only to the Dodgers in the 
NL. 


The stars: After a disappointing first 
season in New York, Francisco Lindor, 
with 16 homers and 54 RBI, is more like 
the player he was in Cleveland. Pete Alonso 
didn’t win the Home Run Derby for a third 
straight year, but he has hit 24 in real games 
for the Mets. Before and after his oblique 
strain, Scherzer (6-1, 2.22 ERA) has pitched 
like an ace. How do you like the trade for 
Edwin Diaz, 20 saves and 75 strikeouts in 
37 ¥% innings, now? 

The surprises: Missing deGrom all 
season and Scherzer for six week put a 
strain on the starting rotation, but Chris 
Bassitt, Carlos Carrasco, David Peterson 
and Taijuan Walker are a combined 29-14. 

The threat: The Braves are still lurk- 
ing in the East, but if the Mets get to the 
playoffs, as division champ or wild card, 
the ultimate team to beat is the Dodgers 
(60-30). 

At the deadline: The Mets can use bull- 
pen help, and have been linked recently to 
the Cubs’ David Robertson, a playoff-sea- 
soned arm. Ifand when the Nationals move 
young superstar Juan Soto, the Mets might 
be one team with the combination of young 
major leaguers and exciting prospects to 
win the sweepstakes. 

Circle the calendar: Subway Series 
games against the Yankees in Queens July 
26-27 and in the Bronx Aug. 22-23 will be 
absolutely insane. 

The bottom line: If the Mets can get 
deGrom back (yes, a big if), they will have 
the most powerful 1-2 starting pitching 
punch for October’s short series. If not, 
they are still a formidable force in the NL. 


Red Sox: Never 
count ’em out 


The record: 48-45, fourthin AL East, two 
games behind Toronto for the third wild 
card berth. 

The situation: The Red Sox were 10-19 on 
May 8, but surged, reaching the break-even 
point at 27-27 on June 5. After a frustrating 
month chasing the Yankees, the Red Sox 
missed a chance to gain ground, or at least 
make a statement, by losing four of seven in 
two series in July as injuries forced them to 
use several unproven starters. 

The stats: The Red Sox, with 430 runs, 
have little trouble scoring. They have made 
50 errors, 19 more than Seattle, which 
leads the wild card and has the fewest in 
the majors, and allowed 40 unearned runs. 
To the naked eye, their defense has looked 
worse than the numbers. 

The stars: Rafael Devers, with 22 homers 
and 55 RBI, has been all anyone can ask for. 
Xander Boegarts is hitting .316 and Trevor 
Story, the big offseason pick-up, has 15 
homers and 58 RBI. 

The surprises: Rob Refsnyder, who has 
been bouncing around the majors and 
minors for years, is hitting .338 since join- 
ing the Red Sox. Reliever John Schreiber 
(1.60 ERA) has been a heck ofa find. 

The threat: The Red Sox are going to have 
to have a much higher winning percentage 
in the second half to keep pace with the 
Rays, Blue Jays, Mariners, Guardians and, 
yes, even the Orioles. 

The deadline: Chris Sale’s latest injury, 
the broken finger, will keep him out until 
September. For the Red Sox, whose playoff 
odds are currently calculated at 30.9%, to 
stay in the wild card race, they need starting 
and relief pitching help soon. 

Circle on the calendar: Starting Friday, 
the Red Sox play three vs. Toronto and 
four vs. Cleveland. They'll be in the middle 
of a series at Houston at the trade dead- 
line. They finish the season with three at 
Toronto, where, if current Canadian poli- 
cies stay in place, several key unvaccinated 
players could be an issue. 

The bottom line: This just doesn’t feel 
like a Red Sox year, but they have proven 
through the years that they are not to be 
counted out. They shouldn’t mortgage the 
farm, but are close enough for it to be worth 
making marginal acquisitions to try to getin 
the wild card, where anything can happen. 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 
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when he arrived in Dallas 
still holds true and that 
was the big piece of 
advice he gave Roberts 
after he was drafted. 

“Don’t be taken back 
or threatened. Go 100 
percent and you can beat 
those pros just like you 
did to those guys that you 
beat in college,” Harris 
said. “That’s the mental- 
ity you to have to go into 
the game with. It’s a level 
up and you’ve got to step 
up to the fight and win it.” 

Harris, who earned 
the nickname “Captain 
Crash” during his 10-year 
career, said he also 
passed on Tom Landry’s 
motto to Roberts. 

“Anticipation beats 
reaction in anything 
that you do,” Harris said. 
“When you go into some- 
thing anticipating what 
to expect instead of just 
reacting to it, you can win 
much easier.” 

Here’s a look at some 
other rookies, who have 
been in Foxborough 
all week, that could 
surprise and contribute 
this season. 


Jack Jones: The compe- 
tition for cornerback jobs 
and snaps will be among 
the most hotly contested 
this summer and Jones 
should be in the thick of 
it. 

The fourth-rounder 
is a lanky 5-11, 175 with 
excellent quickness and 
aggressiveness. Jones 
excels at checking his 
man at the line and will 
stay on the receiver’s hip 
throughout the route 
because of his ability to 
turn and go fluidly. The 
Patriots have an excellent 
track record in develop- 
ing corners and Jones 
could be nextin line. 


LaBryan Ray: Similar in 
stature to Roberts, Ray 
(6-5, 285) is due for a 
lucky streak after being 
bitten by the injury bug 
multiple times (foot, 
ankle, elbow, and groin) 
during his five seasons at 
Alabama, where he was 
limited to 44 games. 

Ray’s biggest strength 
is his strength, and he 
will be asked to anchor 
and set the edge as a rota- 
tional player. 


Pierre Strong: It’s hard 
not to get excited about 
this dynamo back when 
watching his highlights. 
He runs with excellent 
balance and speed, and 
he possesses the patience 
and discipline to follow 
his blockers, allowing 
him to get to the second 
level and churn out the 
yards. 

Strong (5-11, 207) 
also has soft hands and 
could be the next in 
New England’s long line 
of talented third-down 
backs. 


Tyquan Thornton: Could 
blow the top off defenses 
in college with his track 
star speed. Big question 
is if his comparative lack 
of bulk (-2, 181) will 
allow the second-round 
receiver to get off the 
line against NFL defend- 
ers. 

Thornton laughed off 
questions about the now 
famous “skinny wrists” 
description in his scout- 
ing report and said this 
spring he’s getting stron- 
ger in the weight room. 
Thornton’s speed must 
be respected, and at 
the very least he should 
create space for his 
fellow receivers. 
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years after he was charged — and 
acquitted — of unrelated sexual 
abuse. Was there a due diligence 
investigation before the hiring? 


Fair questions — and an 
opportunity for reassuring 
answers from the Knicks — 
but they’ve been avoided. None 


He also didn’t have to answer 
one question about Mitchell, 
about fitting with Julius Randle, 
about RJ Barrett, about declining 


What is your favorite memory 
of playing at MSG? 

What is your favorite hobby? 

Who was your favorite Knicks 


They also hired a new assistant 
coach, Rick Brunson, the father 
of Jalen, who left his last job with 
the Timberwolves amid accusa- 
tions of sexual harassment, three 


Was Dolan, who once sang “I 
Should’ve Known” about his 


former buddy Harvey Weinstein’s 


misdeeds, satisfied with the 
answers? 


of that should fall on Jalen 
Brunson, who came across as 
polished and likable through 
the interview, as his reputation 
precedes. 


to give the Mavericks an opportu- 
nity to match the offer. But Brun- 
son did get four questions from 
fans, which were vetted prior to 
being read aloud: 


player growing up? 

What are you most looking 
forward to with playing for coach 
Thibodeau? 

Riveting television. 


Hartford Courant | Section3 | Thursday, July 21,2022 3 


BASEBALL 


EAST Ww L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY EAST Ww L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY 
New York 64 28 696 - = 5-5 W-2 37-12 27-16 New York 58 35 624 - a 6-4 L-1 28-15 30-20 
Tampa Bay 51 41 554 13 +1% 6-4 W-1 31-18 20-23 Atlanta 56 38 596 2% +6 7-3 L-1 31-20 25-18 
Toronto 50 43 538 14% a 5-5 W-3 30-19 20-24 Philadelphia 49 43 -533 8% - 6-4 W-3 24-21 25-22 
Boston 48 45 516 16% 2 31 L-2 23-20 25-25 Miami 43 48 A473 14 5 4-6 L-3 22-22 21-26 
Baltimore 46 46 -500 18 3% 8-2 L-1 25-17 21-29 Washington 31 63 330 27% 19 1-9 W-1 15-36 16-27 
CENTRAL Ww L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY CENTRAL Ww L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY 
Minnesota 50 44 532 a = 3-7 L-1 27-22 23-22 Milwaukee 50 43 538 aa - 3-7 L-3 21-19 29-24 
Cleveland 46 44 511 2 2% 6-4 W-3 25-19 21-25 St. Louis 50 44, -532 % = 6-4 W-2 29-20 21-24 
Chicago 46 46 -500 3 3% 7-3 W-1 19-25 27-21 Pittsburgh 39 54 419 11 10% 5-5 W-1 20-23 19-31 
Detroit 37 55 402 12 12% 2-8 L-4 23-24 14-31 Chicago 35 57 -380 14% 14 1-9 W-1 18-32 17-25 
Kansas City 36 56 391 13 13% 5-5 L-3 19-27 17-29 Cincinnati 34 57 374 15 14% 6-4 L-2 18-28 16-29 
WEST Ww L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY WEST Ww L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY 
Houston 59 32 648 - - 6-4 L-1 28-14 31-18 Los Angeles 60 30 667 - a 9-1 W-4 30-13 30-17 
Seattle 51 42 548 9 +1 10-0 W-14 24-20 27-22 San Diego 52 42 553 10 +2 4-6 L-1 25-21 27-21 
Texas 41 49 456 17% TY 4-6 L-4 21-26 20-23 San Francisco 48 43 527 12% % 7-3 W-3 26-22 22-21 
Los Angeles 39 53 424 20% 10% 2-8 L-3 22-27 17-26 Colorado 43 50 462 18% 6% 7-3 L-1 28-23 15-27 
Oakland 32 61 344 28 18 4-6 W-1 11-31 21-30 Arizona 40 52 435 21 9 3-7 W-1 22-26 18-26 
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The Yankees’ Giancarlo Stanton poses with the Ted Williams MVP Award after the AL beat the NL 3-2 in the 92nd MLB All-Star 
Game on Tuesday at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles. Stanton hit a two-run home run in the AL victory. SEAN M. HAFFEY/GETTY 


ALL-STAR GAME 


Modern MLB on full display: 
Home runs, strikeouts, shifts 


By Ronald Blum 


Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — The All-Star 
Game showcased what baseball has 
become — home runs, strikeouts and 
offense-killing shifts. 

The National League didn’t have a 
hit between the first and eighth innings 
of Tuesday night’s 3-2 loss, its ninth in 
arow. 

In a sport where R&D has become 
as important as BP, four of the five runs 
scored on long balls. 

There were 22 strikeouts, including 
the final three batters on 10 pitches by 
the Guardians’ Emmanuel Clase ina 
game that lasted 3 hours, 11 minutes 
despite just 13 hits, five walks, two hit 
batters and one runner reaching on a 
error. 

Twenty All-Stars threw 299 pitches, 
105 of them fastballs. The slowest fast- 
ball was 90.2 mph on the second pitch 
of the game from 34-year-old left- 
hander Clayton Kershaw. 

Forty-eight were 98 mph or higher, 
and Ryan Helsley of the Cardinals was 
velocity king. The 28-year-old topped 
100 mph on eight of 15 tosses, the fast- 
est a 103 mph blazer that the Twins’ 
Luis Arraez fouled off in the eighth. 

“I went out there, showed what I 
had,” Helsley said. “It was a cool envi- 
ronment being in this game.” 

The Mariners’ Ty France, greeted 
by Dodger Stadium organist Dieter 
Ruehle with “La Vie en Rose” when he 
pinch hit for his All-Star debut, fouled 
off a Helsley fastball, then struck out 


when he chased a low outside slider. 

“The way game is now, everybody’s 
throwing that hard. It’s not fun to face, 
but it’s just how the game is,” France 
said. “To be able to step in the box on 
this stage, it was pretty cool.” 

Clase, a 24-year-old right-hander, 
threw 10 pitches ranging from 97.7 mph 
to 100.3 mph. 

“Every time that bullpen door swings 
open, it’s velocity,” NL manager Brian 
Snitker said. “The guys, they weren’t 
like that. The closers weren’t throw- 
ing like they are now. But it’s kind of 
the way they are growing up and now 
they are trained — and amazing to me, 
the number of them, too. It’s like they 
just keep coming.” 

Defensive positioning designed by 
Joe Espada, Dusty Baker’s bench coach 
with the Astros, led to outs on balls that 
used to be hits. 

Juan Soto’s third-inning grounder 
was gloved by second baseman Andres 
Gimenez 20 feet into right field. Kyle 
Schwarber’s bouncer in the seventh 
was picked up in the center of the 
diamond by shortstop Corey Seager, 
who started to the right of second, 
and Jake Cronenworth’s hopper went 
directly to second baseman Santiago 
Espinal 10 feet into right field. 

“The shift giveth and the shift taketh 
away,” Baker said. “But still, I think it 
giveth more than it takes away.” 

The batter’s eye in center field 
offered a vivid display of what has 
overtaken baseball — an array of high- 
speed cameras and radar equipment 
that track every ball’s spin, every play- 


er’s sprint and stumble. 

Behinds the scenes, many teams 
consider their quants All-Stars, too. 
The Astros’ front office includes a 
quantitative developer, plus two senior 
architects. 

The NL did all its scoring during 
Shane McClanahan’s first 13 pitches of 
the first inning, getting Ronald Acuna 
Jr’s leadoff double, Mookie Betts’ RBI 
single and Paul Goldschmidt’s homer. 

AL offense was even more 
condensed. Giancarlo Stanton hit a 
two-run homer in the fourth off Tony 
Gonsolin, and Byron Buxton went deep 
four pitches later. 

Not a surprise in a season that has 
been the big league batting average dip 
to .242, its lowest since 1967. 

Baseball’s competition committee is 
considering changes for next season 
that some purists consider revolution- 
ary and some conclude necessary. A 
pitch clock is almost certain after test- 
ing throughout the minors this year. 
Shift limits also have been proposed. 

Baseball Commissioner Rob 
Manfred is gung-ho for change, but 
players appear less enthusiastic for 
change. Still, the union agreed to let a 
committee with a management major- 
ity make changes starting with next 
season. 

“Our players have been, unsur- 
prisingly, very much engaged in the 
process,” union head Tony Clark 
said, “more than willing to offer their 
thoughts on what makes sense, what 
may not make sense, what may need to 
be adjusted and tweaked.” 


AROUND THE HORN 


@ Mets: Mets ace Jacob 


Rays: 


Manfred’s 


struck for a facility in the 


a waterfront location for 


deGrom pushed back a 
simulated game scheduled 
for Tuesday after experi- 
encing muscle soreness in 
his right shoulder. The team 
said deGrom’s soreness was 
mild and the right-hander’s 
live batting practice was 
delayed to Thursday “out of 
an abundance of caution.” 
The two-time National 
League Cy Young Award 
winner has been sidelined 
since spring training with 
a stress reaction in his right 
scapula. He made his third 
minor league rehab start 
last Thursday, pitching four 
innings of one-run ball for 
Triple-A Syracuse. He has 
been expected to return 
shortly after the All-Star 
break. The Mets said he 
played catch Monday and 
Tuesday before opting not 
to face hitters at the team’s 
spring complex in Florida. 


preferred location for a 
new Rays ballpark would 
be on the Tampa side of 
the bay rather than in St. 
Petersburg but he says the 
site alone won’t be a deter- 
mining factor. The Rays’ 
lease at Tropicana Field 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., 
where the team has played 
since its inaugural season 
in 1998, expires after the 
2027 season. The Rays said 
in January that MLB had 
rejected the team’s plan 
to split its season between 
Florida and Montreal. 
Manfred said he hadn’t 
spoken in recent weeks with 
Rays owner Stuart Sternberg 
for an update. 

@ Athletics: Manfred said 
the A’s need to quickly 
reach a binding agree- 
ment for a new ballpark 
and that relocation could 
be considered if a deal isn’t 


Bay Area. Oakland Mayor 
Libby Schaaf is pushing 
for approval of a water- 
front ballpark at Howard 
Terminal. The San Francisco 
Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission 
voted last month to reclas- 
sify a 56-acre terminal at the 
Port of Oakland as a mixed- 
use area where a new ball- 
park could be built. The 
team, under controlling 
owner John Fisher, also has 
explored a possible new 
ballpark in Las Vegas. An 
Oakland City Council vote 
on a ballpark is possible 
later this year. The A’s have 
played at the Coliseum since 
1968 and their lease expires 
after the 2024 season. After 
proposing and withdraw- 
ing plans for ballparks in 
Fremont and San Jose, 
the team announced in 
November 2018 it had found 


a new ballpark at Howard 
Terminal, close to the Jack 
London Square neighbor- 
hood. The stadium would 
cost more than $1 billion, 
with views toward San 
Francisco, the Bay Bridge 
and Port of Oakland. 

@ Mariners: OF Steven 
Souza Jr. announced his 
retirement after playing 
parts of eight major league 
seasons. Souza said Tuesday 
on Twitter he’s calling it a 
career. He appeared in six 
games earlier this season 
with the Mariners at age 
33, going 3-for-19 at the 
plate. Souza played 515 
regular-season and playoff 
games with the Nationals, 
Rays, Cubs, Dodgers and 
Mariners since making his 
debut in 2014. The Everett, 
Wash., native hit .229 with 
72 HRs and 207 RBIs in the 
regular season. 


TODAY’S PITCHING COMPARISON 


INTERLEAGUE 2022 2022 VSOPP LAST3STARTS 
TM ~PITCHER TIME W-L ERA TR W-L IP ERA W-L_ IP ERA 
Tex Gray (R) 6-4 3.71 9-7 0-0 0.0 0.00 2-1 18.0 3.00 
Mia L6pez (R) 1:10p 6-4 2.86 11-7 0-0 0.0 0.00 1-0 16.1 2.20 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 2022 2022 VSOPP LAST3STARTS 
TM ~PITCHER TIME W-L ERA TR W-L IP ERA W-L_ IP ERA 
NYY TBD G1 0-0 0.00 0-0 -0 0.0 0.00 0-0 0.0 0.00 
Hou Javier (R) 1:10p 6-5 3.22 7-6 1-0 7.0 0.00 1-2 15.2 5.17 
Det —Skubal (L) Gl 68 4.11 8-10 1-0 7.0 0.00 1-2 16.2 5.94 
Oak Logue (L) 3:37p 3-4 5.16 2-4 1-0 7.0 0.00 1-2 12.0 9.75 
NYY TBD G2 0-0 0.00 0-0 0-0 0.0 0.00 0-0 0.0 0.00 
Hou Garcia (R) 6:40p 7-5 3.65 11-5 1-0 5.1 1.69 2-0 17.2 3.57 
Det — Hill (R) G2 1-1 5.73 1-1 0-0 0.0 0.00 1-1 11.0 5.73 
Oak Montas (R) 7:07p 3-9 3.26 3-14 0-1 6.1 5.68 0-2 15.0 1.80 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 2022 2022 VSOPP LAST3STARTS 
TM ~PITCHER TIME W-L ERA TR W-L IP ERA W-L_ IP ERA 
SF Rod6n (L) 8-5 2.66 8-10 1-1 12.0 1.50 1-1 19.0 2.84 
LAD TBD 10:09p 0-0 0.00 0-0 0-0 0.0 0.00 0-0 0.0 0.00 


TR: Team’s record in games started by today’s pitcher. 


RESULTS, SCHEDULE 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 
WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 
No games scheduled 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

NY. Yankees at Baltimore, 7:05p.m. 
Toronto at Boston, 7:10p.m. 

L.A. Angels at Atlanta, 7:20p.m. 
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox, 8:10p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Kansas City, 8:10p.m. 
Texas at Oakland, 9:40p.m. 

Houston at Seattle, 10:10p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULT 
All-Star Game: AL 3, NL 2 


LATE TUESDAY: 

AL ALL STARS 3, NL ALL STARS 2 
AL AB R H BI SO AVG 
Ohtani dh 1 0 1 =O O .258 
d-Cabreradh 1 0 0 O O .287 
f-Martinezdh 2 0 0 O 1 .302 
Judge rf 2 0 0 0 2 .284 
Tucker rf 2 0 0 0 1 .252 
Devers 3b 0 0 0 0 O .324 
Ramirez3b 2 1 2 O O .288 
g-Franceph-lb1 0 0 O 1 .308 
GuerreroJr.1b2 0 O O O .271 
Arraezib-3b 2 0 1 O 1 .338 
Stanton If 2 2 2. 2 <1 ..237 
Benintendilf 2 0 0 O 1 .317 
Buxton cf 2 1 1 «#1 «1 «216 
Rodriguezcf 2 0 O O O .275 
Ti.Andersonss2 0 1 O O .310 
Bogaertsss 1 0 0 O 1 .316 
Seager ss 1 0 0 0 O .251 
Gimenez2b 2 0 0 O 2 .296 
Espinal 2b 1 0 0 0 O .271 
Kirke 2 0 0 0 O .315 
Trevino c 2 0 1 =#0 =O .251 
TOTALS 34.3 8 3 12 

NL AB R 4H BI SO AVG 
AcunaJr.rf 3 1 1 0 1 .265 
Happ cf 0 0 0 0 O .274 
Betts cf 1 0 1 1 =O .265 
a-J.Sotocf-rf 3 0 0 0 O .250 
Machado3b 2 0 0 0O 0 .303 
Riley 3b 2 0 1 =O 1 .285 
Goldschmidtibl1 1 1 1 0 .330 
b-Freeman 1 0 0 0 O .321 
Alonso 1b 0 0 0 0 0 .265 
Cron 1b 1 0 0 0 O .298 
Turner ss 2 0 1 =O O .306 
Swansonss 2 0 0 0 O .294 
Wills.Contrerasc2 0 O O 1 .253 
d’Arnaud c 1 0 0 0 O .261 
Will.Contrerasdhl 0 0 O 1 .260 
c-Pujolsph-dh 1 0 O O O .215 
e-Cooperph-dh2 0 0 O 2 .283 
Pedersonlf 2 0 0 O 2 .252 
Schwarberlf 2 0 0 O 1 .208 
McNeil 2b 1 0 0 0 0 .300 
Cronenworth2b2 0 0 O 1 .241 
TOTALS 32.2 5 2 10 

AL All Stars 


000 300000 — 3 8 
NLAIIStars 200000000 — 2 5 


a-grounded out for Betts in the 

3rd. b-grounded out for Goldschmidt 
in the 3rd. c-flied out for Willi.Contreras 
in the 4th. d-grounded out for Ohtani in 
the 5th. e-struck out for Pujols in 

the 6th. f-struck out for Cabrera in the 
7th. g-struck out for Ramirez in the 
8th. 

E: Ramirez (4). LOB: AL 7, NL 7. 

2B: Acuna Jr. (10). HR: Stanton (24), 
off Gonsolin; Buxton (23), off 
Gonsolin; Goldschmidt (20), 

off McClanahan. 

RBIs: Stanton 2(61), Buxton (43), Betts 
(47), Goldschmidt (70). 

Runners left in scoring position: AL 1 
(Martinez); NL 1(Cooper). RISP: AL 
Ofor 1; NL 1for 2. Runners moved up: 
Trevino. GIDP: Machado. DP: AL 
1(Gimenez, Ti.Anderson, 

Guerrero Jr.). 


AL ALLSTARS IP 


1 
0 


mm 
wo 
wn 


McClanahan 1 
Manoah 1 
Valdez, W, 8-4 1 
Blackburn, H, 0 1 
Perez, H, 0 1 
Cortes, H, 0 a 
Lopez, H, 0 % 
G.Soto, H, 1 V3 
Holmes, H, 7 3 
Hendriks, H, 0 V3 
Clase, S, 19-21 1 


NL ALL STARS 


Kershaw 
Alcantara, H, 0 
Musgrove, H, 0 
Gonsolin, L, 11-0 
Castillo 
Mantiply 
Williams 
Helsley 

Bednar 
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Inherited runners-scored: Hendriks 
1-0. HBP: Manoah (McNeil), Cortes 
(d’Arnaud). 

Umpires: HP, Bill Miller; 1B, Lance 
Barksdale; 2B, Mark Ripperger; 3B, 
Will Little; RF, Carlos Torres; LF, Gabe 
Morales. T: 3:11. A: 52,518(56,000). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 
WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 
No games scheduled 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

St. Louis at Cincinnati, 6:40p.m. 
Chicago Cubs at Philadelphia, 7:05p.m. 
Miami at Pittsburgh, 7:05p.m. 

San Diego at N.Y. Mets, 7:10p.m. 

L.A. Angels at Atlanta, 7:20p.m. 
Colorado at Milwaukee, 8:10p.m. 
Washington at Arizona, 9:40p.m. 

San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10p.m. 


TUESDAY’S GAME 
All-Star Game: AL 3, NL2 


STATISTICAL LEADERS 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

BATTING 

Player G AB R H BA 
Arraez, MIN 84 308 52 104 .338 
Devers, BOS 86 346 62 112.324 
Benintendi,KC 87 322 37 102.317 
Bogaerts,BOS 89 329 54 104.316 
Kirk, TOR 83 267 45 84.315 
Anderson,CHW 65 274 44 85.310 
France, SEA 79 315 35 97 .308 
Alvarez, HOU 75 268 57 82.306 
GurrielJr., TOR 84 304 37 93.306 
Abreu, CHW 90 345 52 105 .304 
HOME RUNS 

Judge, NYY 33 
Alvarez, HOU 26 
Stanton, NYY 24 
Trout, LAA 24 
Buxton, MIN 23 
Rizzo, NYY 22 
Devers, BOS 22 
Seager, TEX 22 
Guerrero Jr., TOR 20 
Ramirez, CLE 19 
Ohtani, LAA 19 
RUNS BATTED IN 

Ramirez, CLE 75 
Judge, NYY 70 
Tucker, HOU 62 
Stanton, NYY 61 
Alvarez, HOU 60 
Story, BOS 58 
Rizzo, NYY 57 
Guerrero Jr., TOR 57 
Ohtani, LAA 56 
Devers, BOS 55 
EARNED RUN AVERAGE 

McClanahan, TB 1.71 
Verlander, HOU 1.89 
Cease, CHW 2.15 
Manoah, TOR 2.28 
Cortes, NYY 2.63 
Valdez, HOU 2.66 
Pérez, TEX 2.68 
Gilbert, SEA 2.76 
Gausman, TOR 2.87 
Cole, NYY 3.02 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

BATTING 

Player G AB R H BA 
Goldschmidt, STL 90 339 64 112 .330 
Freeman, LAD 90 355 60 114.321 
Bell, WAS 93 341 49 106.311 
Hoerner, CHC 77 274 29 84.307 
Turner, LAD 90 363 54 111.306 
Machado, SD 83 314 56 95.303 
Iglesias, COL 77 282 29 85.301 
McNeil, NYM 81 280 38 84.300 
Cron, COL 90 346 55 103.298 
Marte, NYM 77 312 52 92.295 
HOME RUNS 

Schwarber, PHI 29 
Riley, ATL 27 
Alonso, NYM 24 
Walker, ARI 22 
Cron, COL 21 
Betts, LAD 20 
Soto, WAS 20 
Goldschmidt, STL 20 
Adames, MIL 19 
Hoskins, PHI 19 
RUNS BATTED IN 

Alonso, NYM 78 
Goldschmidt, STL 70 
Cron, COL 69 
Turner, LAD 68 
Lindor, NYM 66 
Riley, ATL 61 
Olson, ATL 60 
Arenado, STL 59 
Freeman, LAD 59 
Schwarber, PHI 58 
EARNED RUN AVERAGE 

Alcantara, MIA 1.76 
Gonsolin, LAD 2.02 
Burnes, MIL 2.14 
Musgrove, SD 2.42 
Mikolas, STL 2.54 
Fried, ATL 2.64 
Rodén, SF 2.66 
Webb, SF 2.83 


MLB STANDINGS AT 2021 ALL-STAR BREAK 


ALEAST W LPCT GB RS RA | NLEAST W LPCTGB RS RA 
Boston 55 36 .604 -- 464 407 | NYMets 48 40 .545 333 323 
TampaBay 53 37 .589 1% 440 355 | Philadelphia 44 44 .500 4 402 411 
NY Yankees 46 43 .517 8 370 369 | Atlanta 44 45 .494 42 420 401 
Toronto 45 42 517 8 444 372 | Washington 42 47 .472 6% 372 387 
Baltimore 28 61 .315 26 364 502 | Miami 39 51 .433 10 358 342 
ALCENTRAL W L PCT GB RS RA | NLCENTRAL W LPCTGB RS RA 
ChiWhiteSox 54 35 .607 -- 456 339 | Milwaukee 53 39 .576 -- 394 348 
Cleveland 45 42 517 8 379 395 | Cincinnati 48 42 .533 4 435 427 
Detroit 40 51.440 15 378 457 | St.Louis 44 46 489 8 358 398 
Minnesota 39 50 .438 15 421 478 | ChiCubs 44 46 489 8 378 402 
Kansas city 36 53 .404 18 364 463 | Pittsburg 34 56 .378 18 319 441 
AL WEST W LPCT GB RS RA | NLWEST W LPCTGB RS RA 
Houston 55 36 .604 -- 496 360 SanFrancisco 57 32 .640 -- 441 325 
Oakland 52 40 .565 3% 408 376 | LADodgers 56 35 .615 2 476 334 
Seattle 48 43 527 7 371 421 SanDiego 53 40.570 6 428 353 
LAAngels 45 44.506 9 435 461 Colorado 40 51 .440 18 390 438 
Texas 35 55 .38919% 369 428 | Arizona 26 66 .283 32% 381 531 
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SCOREBOARD 


MLS 

EASTERN W L T PT GF GA 
Philadelphia 10 2 9 39 33 15 
New York CityFC 11 4 5 38 39 21 
N.Y. Red Bulls 9 6 6 33 30 22 
CF Montréal 10 8 2 32 34 35 
Orlando City 8 7 6 30 26 30 
Columbus 7 5 8 29 27 22 
Cincinnati 7 8 6 27 32 37 
Charlotte FC 811 2 26 25 27 
Inter Miami CF 7 9 425 22 31 
New England 6 7 7 25 32 34 
Atlanta 6 8 6 24 29 31 
Chicago 610 5 23 21 27 
Toronto FC 512 4 19 26 39 
D.C. United 511 3 18 25 41 
WESTERN W L T PT GF GA 
LosAngelesFC 13 4 3 42 40 22 
Austin FC 12 4 5 41 42 24 
Real Salt Lake 9 6 6 33 28 26 
Minnesota United 9 8 4 31 29 25 
Nashville 8 7 6 30 27 27 
FC Dallas 7 6 8 29 31 25 
LA Galaxy 8 9 3 27 28 27 
Portland 6 6 9 27 33 30 
Seattle 810 2 26 26 24 
Vancouver 7 9 5 26 23 34 
Houston 710 4 25 27 29 
Colorado 6 8 6 24 24 27 
San Jose 5 8 7 22 33 41 
Sporting KC 512 5 20 19 38 


Three points for win, one point for tie. 


SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Miami at New York City FC, 7p.m. 
Nashville at Cincinnati, 7:30p.m. 

New England at Columbus, 7:30p.m. 
Philadelphia at Orlando City, 7:30p.m. 
Charlotte FC at Toronto FC, 7:30p.m. 
CF Montréal at D.C. United, 8p.m. 
Minnesota at Houston, 8:30p.m. 

Los Angeles FC at Sporting KC, 8:30p.m. 
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake, 10p.m. 
Colorado at Seattle, 10p.m. 

Chicago at Vancouver, 10p.m. 

San Jose at Portland, 10:30p.m. 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 
N.Y. Red Bulls at Austin FC, 8p.m. 
Atlanta at LA Galaxy, 9:30p.m. 


FRIDAY, JULY 29 
Seattle at Los Angeles FC, 11p.m. 


SATURDAY, JULY 30 

Portland at Minnesota, 3p.m. 
Atlanta at Chicago, 5p.m. 
Columbus at Charlotte FC, 7p.m. 
New York City FC at CF Montréal, 7:30 p.m. 
Houston at Philadelphia, 7:30p.m. 
Cincinnati at Miami, 8p.m. 
Vancouver at Nashville, 8p.m. 
Toronto FC at New England, 8p.m. 
Austin FC at Sporting KC, 8:30p.m. 
LA Galaxy at FC Dallas, 9p.m. 

Real Salt Lake at San Jose, 10p.m. 


NWSL 

CLUB W L T PT GF GA 
San Diego FC 6 3 4 22 19 11 
Portland 5 1 6 21 29 10 
Chicago 5 2 5 20 20 16 
Houston 5 4 3 18 20 14 
Kansas City 5 4 3 18 12 14 
OL Reign 43517 11 9 
Angel City FC 5 4217 10 11 
Orlando 3.5 4 13 12 26 
Gotham FC 46012 7 18 
Louisville 2 5 5 11 13 18 
Washington 15 7 10 11 15 
North Carolina 252 8 14 16 


Three points for win, one point for tie. 


FRIDAY, JULY 29 
Washington at North Carolina, 7:30p.m. 
Portland at Louisville, 8p.m. 


SATURDAY, JULY 30 
San Diego Wave FC at Chicago, 8p.m. 
OL Reign at Angel City FC, 10:30p.m. 


U.S. WOMEN’S SCHEDULE (11-0-1) 
s-Feb. 17: U.S. 0, Czech Republic 0 
s-Feb. 20: U.S. 5, New Zealand 0 
s-Feb. 23: U.S. 5, Iclenad 0 

April 9: U.S. 9, Uzbekistan 1 

April 12: U.S. 9, Uzbekistan 0 
June 25: U.S. 3, Colombia 0 

June 28: U.S. 2, Colombia 0 

v-July 4: U.S. 3, Haiti 0 

v-July 7: U.S. 5 Jamaica 0 

v-July 11: U.S. 1, Mexico 0 

v-July 14: U.S. 3, Costa Rica 0 
v-July 18: U.S. 1, Canada 0 

Sept. 3: vs. Nigeria, 1 p.m. 

Sept. 6: vs. Nigeria, 6 p.m. 
s-Shebelieves Cup 

v-CONCACAF W Championship 


U.S. MEN’S SCHEDULE (5-2-3) 
q-Jan. 27: U.S. 1, El Salvador 0 
q-Jan. 30: Canada 2, U.S. 0 

q-Feb. 2: U.S. 3, Honduras 0 
q-March 24: Mexico 0, U.S. 0 
q-March 27: U.S. 5, Panama 1 
q-March 30: Costa Rica 2, U.S. 0 
June 1: U.S. 3, Morocco 0 

June 5: U.S. 0, Uruguay 0 

n-June 10: U.S. 5, Grenada 0 

n-June 14: U.S. 1, El Salvador 1 
Sept. 23: exhibition TBA 

Sept. 27: exhibition TBA 

w-Nov. 21: vs. Wales at Al Rayyan, 
Qatar, 1 p.m. 

w-Nov. 25: vs. England at Al Khor, 
Qatar, 1 p.m. 

w-Nov. 29: vs. Iran at Doha, 1 p.m. 
n-March 23, 2023: vs. Grenada, TBA 
n-March 26, 20203: vs. El Savador, TBA 
n-Nationas Cup 

q-CONCACAF World Cup qualifying 
w-FIFA World Cup, Qatar 


CYCLING 


109TH TOUR DE FRANCE 
Wednesday’s 17th Stage, a 129.7-km 
(80-mile) Saint Gaudens—Peyragudes 
STAGE 17 RESULTS*-time behind leader 
1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia 3:25:51 
2. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark same 
3. Brandon McNulty, U.S. :54* 
4. Geraint Thomas, Great Britain 2:07* 


5. Alexey Lutsenko, Russia 2:34* 
6. Romain Bardet, France 2:38* 
7. David Gaudu, France 3:27* 
8. Aleksandr Vlasov, Russia 3:32* 
9. Louis Meintjes, South Africa 3:32* 
10. Nairo Quintana, Colombia 3:32* 
Also 

22. Neilson Powless, U.S. 8:59* 
25. Sepp Kuss, U.S. 9:24* 
42. Matteo Jorgenson, U.S. 19:00* 
45. Quinn Simmons, U.S. 20:09* 
51. Joe Dombrowski, U.S. 21:38* 


OVERALL STANDINGS 

1. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark 67:53:54 
2. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia 2:18* 
3. Geraint Thomas, Great Britain 4:56* 


4. Nairo Quintana, Colombia 7:53" 
5. David Gaudu, France T:57* 
6. Romain Bardet, France 9:21* 
7. Louis Meintjes, South Africa 9:24* 
8. Aleksandr Vlasov, Russia 9:56* 
9. Adam Yates, Great Britain 14:3*. 
10. Enric Mas, Spain 16:35* 
Also 

12. Neilson Powless, U.S. 27:07* 
19. Sepp Kuss, U.S. 54:22* 
21. Brandon McNulty, U.S. 1:00:39* 
23. Matteo Jorgenson, U.S. 1:15:28* 
51. Joe Dombrowski, U.S. 2:08:27* 
65. Quinn Simmons, U.S. 2:40:25* 
YOUNG RIDERS STANDINGS 

1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia 67:56:12 


2. Thomas Pidcock, Great Britain 30:05* 
3. Brandon McNulty, U.S. 58:21* 
4. Matteo Jorgenson, U.S. 1:13:10* 
5. Andreas Leknessund, Norway 1:26:54* 
6. Michael Storer, Australia 1:44:12* 
7. Geo. Zimmerman, Germany 2:04:36* 
8. Kevin Geniets, Luxembourg 2:15:27* 
9. Fred Wright, United Kingdom = 2:28:55* 


10. Quinn Simmons, U.S. 2:38:07* 
MOUNTAIN STANDINGS PTS 
1. Simmon Geschke, Germany 64 
2. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark 52 
3. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia 46 
4. Giulio Ciccone, Italy 41 
5. Louis Meintjes, South Africa 39 
6. Neilson Powless, U.S. 37 
7. Pierre Latour, France 35 
8. Thibaut Pinot, France 31 
9. Thomas Pidcock, Great Britain 28 
10. Anthony Perez, France 26 


UPCOMING STAGES 

Thursday, Stage 18: Lourdes—Hauta- 
cam, mountain, 143.2 (89) 

Friday, Stage 19: Castelnau—Magno- 
ac-Cahors, flat 188.3 (117) 


TENNIS 


HAMBURG EUROPEAN OPEN 
Wednesday at Am Rothenbaum 
Rot-Weiss Tennis Club, Hamburg, 
Germany, outdoors, Red clay 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
Alex Molcan d. #4 Pablo Carreno Busta, 
6-3, 1-6, 7-6(5). 
Borna Coric d. Tallon Griekspoor, 
6-3, 6-4. 
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina d. 
Jozef Kovalik, 6-2, 6-2. 
Lorenzo Musetti d. Emil Ruusuvuori, 
6-4, 7-5. 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
#2 Andrey Rublev d. Ricardas Berankis, 
6-3, 6-4. 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
#1 Anett Kontaveit d. 
Rebecca Peterson, 6-3, 6-2. 
#4 Aliaksandra Sasnovich d. 
Aleksandra Krunic, 6-3, 6-2. 
#7 Maryna Zanevska d. Alexandra 
Cadantu-Ignatik, 6-4, 6-1. 
Anastasia Potapova d. Maria Carle, 
6-1, 6-4. 
Bernarda Pera d. Joanne Zuger, 6-1, 6-1. 


WTA PALERMO LADIES OPEN 
Wednesday at Country Time Club, 
Palermo, Italy, outdoors, Red clay 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
Jasmine Paolini d. #3 Zhang Shuai, 
walkover. 
#4 Sara Sorribes Tormo d. 
Leolia Jeanjean, 6-0, 6-2. 
#7 Anna Bondar d. Panna Udvardy, 
6-2, 6-4. 


ATP SWISS OPEN 

Wednesday at Roy Emerson Arena, 

Gstaad, Switzerland, outdoors, Red clay 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 

Jaume Munar d. Alexander Ritschard, 
6-3, 6-3. 


ATP MONEY LEADERS 

1. Rafael Nadal $6,376,536 
2. Carlos Alcaraz $4,362,817 
3. Novak Djokovic $4,239,527 
4. Stefanos Tsitsipas $3,726,968 
5. Casper Ruud $2,947,028 
6. Taylor Fritz $2,701,985 
7. Alexander Zverev $2,678,178 
8. Daniil Medvedev $2,539,882 
9. Hubert Hurkacz $2,458,313 
10. Nick Kyrgios $2,206,529 
11. Felix Auger-Aliassime $2,166,769 
12. Andrey Rublev $2,105,385 
13. Cameron Norrie $2,054,207 
14. Jannik Sinner $2,044,216 
15. Denis Shapovalov $1,754,311 
16. Matteo Berrettini $1,586,530 
17. Diego Schwartzman $1,585,330 
18. Pablo Carreno Busta $1,457,190 
19. Alex de Minaur $1,444,242 
20. Marin Cilic $1,378,818 
21. John Isner $1,321,493 
22. Roberto Bautista Agut $1,252,427 
23. Cristian Garin $1,228,695 


24. Alejandro Davidovich Fokina $1,225,959 


25. Miomir Kexmanovic $1,139,010 
26. Grigor Dimitrov $1,080,315 
27. David Goffin $1,054,480 


28. Botic van de Zandschulp $1,047,325 


29. Nikolaz Basilashvili $945,331 
30. Daniel Evans $935,888 
31. Filip Krajinovic $922,178 
32. Tommy Paul $921,947 
33. Karen Khachanov $920,923 
34, Alexander Bublik $911,562 
35. Lorenzo Sonego $882,689 
36. Reilly Opelka $855,401 
37. Fabio Fognini $833,239 
38. Holger Rune $831,916 
39. Frances Tiafoe $824,699 
40. Francisco Cerundolo $814,230 
41. Maxime Cressy $800,618 
42. Thanasi Kokkinakis $800,398 
43. Pedro Martinez $772,787 
44. Dusan Lajovic $735,662 
45. Mackenzie McDonald $735,530 
46. Albert Ramos-Vinolas $716,446 
47. Aslan Karatsev $711,511 
48. Max Purcell $707,009 
49. Federico Delbonis $706,715 
50. Ugo Humbert $694,196 
WTA MONEY LEADERS 

1. 1lga Swiatek $6,551,635 
2. Ons Jabeur $3,411,884 
3. Elena Rybakina $3,365,993 
4. Ashleigh Barty $2,289,320 
5. Jessica Pegula $2,265,941 
6. Coco Gauff $2,195,178 
7. Danielle Collins $1,745,810 
8. Simona Halep $1,713,057 
9. Maria Sakkari $1,554,172 
10. Paula Badosa $1,473,471 
11. Veronika Kudermetova $1,366,105 
12. Barbora Krejcikova $1,352,227 
13. Elise Mertens $1,344,235 
14. Madison Keys $1,317,284 
15. Amanda Anisimova $1,298,913 
16. Jelena Ostapenko $1,284,980 
17. Daria Kasatkina $1,251,930 
18. Alize Cornet $1,107,007 
19. Katerina Siniakova $1,070,873 
20. Jil Teichmann $1,030,681 
21. Belinda Bencic $1,021,991 
22. Shuai Zhang $978,340 
23. Naomi Osaka $974,111 
24. Tatjana Maria $946,957 
25. Marie Bouzkova $942,039 
26. Martina Trevisan $923,157 
27. Caroline Garcia $890,097 
28. Ekaterina Alexandrova $839,355 
29. Leylah Fernandez $838,384 
30. Kaia Kanepi $806,782 
31. Ajla Tomljanovic $806,005 
32. Beatriz Haddad Maia $803,443 
33. Anett Kontaveit $793,038 
34. Aryna Sabalenka $791,735 
35. Petra Martic $776,858 
36. Petra Kvitova $772,889 
37. lrina-Camelia Begu $752,575 
38. Anhelina Kalinina $723,458 
39. Sara Sorribes Tormo $682,800 
40. Victoria Azarenka $675,702 
41. Sorana Cirstea $675,179 
42. Sloane Stephens $674,482 
43. Alison Riske-Amritraj $657,446 
44. Qinwen Zheng $644,318 
45. Kristina Mladenovic $639,139 
46. Tamara Zidansek $614,667 
47. Daria Saville $606,146 
48. Heather Watson $604,609 
49. Jule Niemeier $596,053 
50. Marta Kostyuk $588,513 


MLB THURSDAY 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 


at LA Dodgers -168 SanFrancisco +142 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 


atHou.(G1) -126 NY Yankees +108 
Detroit(G1) -142 atOakland +120 
atHou.(G2)  -126 NY Yankees +108 
Detroit(G2)  -142 atOakland +120 
INTERLEAGUE 

Texas -120 at Miami +102 
For the latest odds, go to 

FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 
WORLD SERIES ODDS 

TEAM OPEN NOW 
NY Yankees +1,000 +300 
LA Dodgers +500 +350 
Houston +750 +450 
NY Mets +2,400 +700 
Atlanta +1,000 +900 
Toronto +1,000 +2,000 
Milwaukee +1,600 +2,500 
San Diego +1,600 +3,000 
Seattle +3,700 +3,500 
Tampa Bay +1,100 +3,500 
Philadelphia +2,600 +4,000 
St. Louis +2,000 +4,000 
Chi. White Sox +1,000 +4,500 
Boston +1,600 +5,000 
Minnesota +7,000 +5,000 
San Francisco +1,400 +6,000 
Cleveland +7,000 +10,000 
Baltimore +55,000 +30,000 
Miami +9,500 +40,000 
LA Angels +4,900 +50,000 
Texas +38,000 +1,000,000 
Arizona +24,000 +500,000 
Chi. Cubs +9,500 +500,000 
Cincinnati +3,100 +500,000 
Colorado +5,500  +500,000 
Detroit +4,900  +500,000 
Kansas City +13,000 +500,000 
Oakland +3,700 +500,000 
Pittsburgh +28,000 +500,000 
Washington +9,500 +500,000 


source: FanDuel Sportsbook 
OPEN-as of April 10. 


EAST Ww eL Pct GB 
Chicago 20 6 .769 - 
Connecticut 17. 9.654 3 
Washington 16 11 593 4% 
Atlanta 12 14 .462 8 
New York 9 16 .360 10% 
Indiana 5 23 .179 16 
WEST Ww L Pct GB 
Las Vegas 18 8 .692 - 
Seattle 17. 9 «654 1 
Los Angeles 11 14 .440 6% 
Dallas 11 14 440 6% 
Phoenix 11 16 407 7% 
Minnesota 10 17 .370 8% 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULT 


Chicago 78, Seattle 74 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

New York at Washington, 11:30a.m. 
Atlanta at Los Angeles, 3:30p.m. 
Indiana at Las Vegas, 10p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Connecticut at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Dallas at Chicago, 8p.m. 

Seattle at Phoenix, 10p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 
Chicago at New York, 7p.m. 
Los Angeles at Las Vegas, 10p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
Connecticut 82, New York 63 
Atlanta 92, Las Vegas 76 

Los Angeles 86, Indiana 79 


REBOUNDING LEADERS 

TEAM GP ORB DRB_ REB 
Minnesota 27 9.6 28.6 38.2 
Connecticut 26 9.6 27.0 36.6 
Chicago 26 7.4 28.7 36.1 
Atlanta 26 82 27.6 35.8 
Las Vegas 26 65 29.0 35.5 
Washington 27) 8.1 «27.2 35.3 
Dallas 25 9.3 24.9 34.2 
Indiana 28 10.1 23.9 34.0 
New York 25 69 26.8 33.7 
Seattle 26 7.5 25.6 33.2 
Los Angeles 25. 7.2 24:22 315 
Phoenix 27 6.7 24.4 31.1 


through Wednesday; wnba.com 


PRESENTS CUP POINTS 


UNITED STATES POINTS 
1. Scottie Scheffler 12,670 
2. Sam Burns 8,851 
3. Xander Schauffele 8,812 
4. Patrick Cantlay 8,775 
5. Justin Thomas 8,521 
6. Jordan Spieth 7,065 
7. Collin Morikawa 6,417 
8. Max Homa 6,276 
9. Will Zalatoris 6,095 
10. Billy Horschel 5,910 
11. Tony Finau 5,204 
12. Talor Gooch 4,952 
13. Tom Hoge 4,921 
14. Cameron Young 4,696 
15. Jason Kokrak 4,360 
16. Kevin Kisner 4,359 
17. J.T. Poston 4,105 
18. Cameron Tringale 4,097 
19. Keegan Bradley 3,923 
20. Maverick McNealy 3,922 
21. Daniel Berger 3,864 
22. Aaron Wise 3,623 
23. Luke List 3,497 
24. Russell Henley 3,485 
25. Bryson DeChambeau 3,484 
INTERNATIONAL EV AVG. 
1. Cameron Smith 22 = 18.36 
2. Hideki Matsuyama 24 8.56 
3. Sungjae Im 26 6.41 
4. Joaquin Niemann 27 6.28 
5. Abraham Ancer 275.35 
6. Corey Conners 27 4.79 
7. Adam Scott 22 4.52 
8. Mito Periera 29° 4.35 
9. K.H. Lee 29 «3.67 
10. Adam Hardwin 26 = 3.60 
11. Sebastian Munoz 273.57 
12. Erik van Rooyen 26 3.52 
13. Mackenzie Hughes 28 3.50 
14. Ryan Fox 27 3.36 
15. Christiaan Bezuidenhout 28 3.08 
16. Marc Leighman 26 3.06 
17. Anirban Lahiri 26 = 3.04 
18. Lucas Herbert 272.98 
19. Joo Hyung Kim 24 2.97 
20. Si Woo Kim 30 = 2.95 
21. Carl Yuan 19 2.74 
22. Jnonattan Vegas 26 2.57 
23. Cam Davis 25 2.51 
24. Matt Jones 25 2.43 
25. Dean Burmester 28 2.28 


2023 U.S. RYDER CUP STANDINGS 


RK. GOLFER EV AVG. 
1. Scottie Scheffler 6 5,451.073 
2. Will Zalatoris 6 4,054.354 
3. Justin Thomas 6 3,340.747 
4. Cameron Young 6 2,354.120 
5. Dustin Johnson 6 1,555.349 
6. Collin Morikawa 6 1,412.878 
7. Kevin Kisner 6 1,321.286 
8. Keegan Bradley 5 987.199 
9. Xander Schauffele 6 689.755 
10. Patrick Cantlay 6 678.525 
11. Harold Varner III 6 665.500 
12. Brian Harman 6 641.259 
13. Chris Kirk 3 581.417 
14. Denny McCarthy 3 570.380 
15. Talor Gooch 6 552.427 
NFL 

TRAINING CAMP REPORT DATES 
TEAM RK VET 
SITE DATE DATE 
Arizona July 21 July 26 


State Farm Stadium, Glendale, Ariz. 
Atlanta July19 July 26 
Falcons Facility, Flowery Branch, Ga. 


Baltimore July19 July 26 
Under Armour Center Owings Mills, Md. 
Buffalo July18 July 23 


St. John Fisher College, Rochester, N.Y. 
Carolina July 26 July 26 
Wofford College, Spartanburg, S.C. 


Chicago July 23 July 26 
PNC Center at Halas Hall, Lake Forest, Ill. 
Cincinnati July 23 July 26 


Paul Brown Stadium, Cincinnati 
Cleveland July 22 July 26 
CrossCountry Mortgage, Berea, Ohio 
Dallas July 26 July 26 
Marriott Residence Inn, Oxnard, Calif. 
Denver July 26 July 26 
UCHealth Center, Englewood, Colo. 
Detroit July 23 July 26 
Lions Training Facility, Allen Park, Mich. 
Green Bay July 22 July 26 
Nitschke Field, Green Bay, Wis. 
Houston July 24 = July 26 
Houston Methodist Training Center 


Indianapolis July 23 July 26 
Grand Park, Westfield, Ind. 
Jacksonville July 24 = July 24 
Episcopal School of Jacksonville (Fla.) 
Kansas City July 22 July 26 
Missouri Western St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
Las Vegas July18 July 20 


Intermountain Healthcare Performance 
Center, Henderson, Nev. 
L.A. Chargers July19 July 26 
Jack Hammett Complex, Costa Mesa, Calif. 
LA. Rams July 23 July 23 
Univ. of California, Irvine, Irvine, Calif. 
Miami July19 July 26 
Baptist Health, Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Minnesota July 24 = July 26 
TCO Performance Center, Eagan, Minn. 
New England July19 July 26 
Gillette Stadium, Foxborough, Mass. 
New Orleans July19 July 26 
Ochsner Sports Center, Metairie, La. 
N.Y. Giants July19 July 26 
Quest Diagnostics, E. Rutherford, N.J. 
N.Y. Jets July19 July 26 
Atlantic Health Center Florham Park, N.J. 


Philadelphia July 26 July 26 
NovaCare Complex, Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh July 26 July 26 


Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, Penn. 
San Francisco July 26 July 26 
SAP Performance, Santa Clara, Calif. 
Seattle July 26 July 26 
Virginia Mason Center, Renton, Wash. 
Tampa Bay July 23 July 26 
AdventHealth Center, Tampa, Fla. 
Tennessee July 23 July 26 
St Thomas Sports Park, Nashville, Tenn. 
Washington July 26 July 26 
The Park, Ashburn, Va. 


RK-rookies report dates; VET-veterans 


Former British Open winner Henrik Stenson of Sweden wrote on social media that he was 
“hugely disappointed” at being stripped of his role as Europe’s Ryder Cup captain. AP FILE 


GOLF 


Stenson no longer 
Ryder Cup captain 


Swede won't lead Europe team 
in ’23 after joining LIV series 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 


The Ryder Cup captaincy of Henrik Sten- 
son lasted all of four months. 

Ryder Cup Europe removed Stenson 
as captain for the 2023 matches — still 14 
months away from being played in Italy 
— when the Swede decided to choose the 
guaranteed money of the Saudi-funded rival 
league over the Ryder Cup. 

The European tour and PGA Tour have 
suspended players who signed up for 
LIV Golf, which is handing out massive 
signing bonuses to go along with its 
$25 million prize fund in eight tournaments 
that feature 54 holes and no cut. 

The third LIV Golf event is next week at 
Trump National in New Jersey. 

Sky Sports was among the first to report 
Stenson is leaving the European tour for 
the rival league, a move he confirmed on 
Wednesday. 

That meant giving up a captaincy that he 
accepted four months ago when he said, 
“I’m fully committed to my role asa captain 
and working hard toward the result we 
want in Rome.” 

The European tour did not mention 
LIV Golf in its short statement earlier 
Wednesday after meeting with the Swedish 
star, only that Stenson’s captaincy “has been 
brought to an end with immediate effect.” 

“Tn light of decisions made by Henrik in 
relation to his personal circumstances, it 
has become clear that he will not be able 
to fulfil certain contractual obligations to 
Ryder Cup Europe that he had committed 
to prior to his announcement as captain,” 
the statement said. 

Stenson announced on his Twitter 
account that he plans to play at the LIV 
Golf event next week. He said he had made 
arrangements with LIV Golf to fulfill his 
Ryder Cup captaincy and was “hugely 
disappointed” at being removed. 

“While I disagree with this decision, for 
now it is a decision that I accept,” Stenson 
wrote. 

Stenson is No. 171 in the world and has 


gone five years since winning a tournament 
against more than 20 players. He fits the 
profile of many players Greg Norman has 
signed up for his LIV Golf series — major 
champions whose best days are behind 
them. 

In addition to Stenson, LIV Golf 
announced that world No. 36 Jason Kokrak 
and Charles Howell III, both three-time 
winners on the PGA Tour, would play the 
event in Bedminster, New Jersey. 

Stenson missed the cut last week in the 
British Open. He played a practice round 
on the Sunday going into the Open with 
Phil Mickelson, regarded as one of the 
chief recruiters for Greg Norman and his 
LIV Golf. 

The Daily Telegraph reported Stenson 
was in line for roughly a $50 million signing 
bonus. Most contracts are believed to be in 
the three- to four-year range. 

Already disrupting the main tours in golf, 
the latest move is having a big impact on 
the Ryder Cup, one of the more celebrated 
events in golf every two years. 

European players who already have 
joined the series include Sergio Garcia, 
Lee Westwood, Ian Poulter and Graeme 
McDowell, though none was likely to be 
making the next team given their current 
form or age. 

“I sincerely hope a resolution between 
the tours and its members is reached soon 
and that the Ryder Cup can act as a mech- 
anism for repair amongst various golfing 
bodies and their members,” Stenson said in 
his statement. 

The Americans are coming off a record 
rout at Whistling Straits last year. 

The Ryder Cup next heads to Marco 
Simone, located outside Rome, in Septem- 
ber 2023. 

Luke Donald also was considered for 
European captain when the job was given 
to Stenson. Robert Karlsson was another 
option and it would be surprising if Europe 
went back to Thomas Bjorn, the winning 
captain in France in 2018 and Europe’s 
strongest voice. 

Stenson was thought to be the ideal 
candidate for the Saudi-funded league 
late last year but had to weigh cash against 
his legacy as a Ryder Cup captain. He first 
chose one, then the other. 


IN BRIEF 


Pogacar wins stage, still 2nd at Tour 


News services 


Tadej Pogacar claimed a third stage win 
as he sprinted away from Jonas Vingegaard 
in the punishing last climb of a grueling 
80.8-mile trek in the Pyrenees on Wednes- 
day but failed to take significant time out of 
the Tour de France leader. 

As so often in this year’s race, the pair 
were in a class of their own and were left 
fighting each other in the brutal final kilo- 
meter up to Peyragudes airstrip. 

In the steep ramp leading to the finish, 
Pogacar accelerated with about 300 meters 
left. Vingegaard countered with ease but the 
two-time defending champ had the final 
say with a final kick that helped him surge 
ahead and cross first. 

With just one big mountain stage left 
and an individual time trial before the race 
reaches Paris on Sunday, Vingegaard looks 
set for his first Tour de France win. 

Pogacar will have one last chance to 
unsettle the Jumbo-Visma team leader in 
the mountains during Thursday’s grueling 
final Pyrenean stage between Lourdes and 
Hautacam. 

After that, his last occasion to turn the 
ea upside down will be Saturday’s time 
trial. 

Pogacar’s hat-trick of stage wins this year 
took his career tally to nine. 

Vingegaard was runner-up last year 
behind Pogacar. The Danish rider has been 
impressive since the start in Copenhagen 
and once again showed no sign of weakness 
during Wednesday’s tough ride featuring 
four big climbs. 

With the time bonus awarded to the stage 
winner, Pogacar moved four seconds closer 
to Vingegaard, who now has an overall lead 
of 2 minutes, 18 seconds. 


Football: Texas A&M WR Ainias Smith 
was arrested early Wednesday on charges 
of driving while intoxicated, unlawful 
carrying of a weapon and possession of less 
than 2 ounces of marijuana, according to 
Brazos County (Texas) jail records. Smith, 
21, posted $8,000 bond and was released. 
He has been suspended from the team 
per athletic department policy following 
his arrest. Smith is the Aggies’ top return- 
ing receiver after grabbing 47 catches for 
509 yards and six TDs last season. ... Charles 
Johnson, a star WR at Colorado and first- 
round draft pick of the Steelers in 1994, 
died at age 50. The cause of death wasn’t 
yet known. He’d been working as the assis- 
tant AD at Heritage High School in Wake 
Forest, N.C. Johnson played five seasons for 
Steelers. He also spent two seasons with the 
Eagles, one with the Patriots and one with 
the Bills. 


NHL: Andrej Sekera retired Tuesday after 
15 full seasons. The 36-year-old Slovak 
defenseman played 888 regular-season 
and playoff games combined for the Sabres, 
Hurricanes, Kings, Oilers and Stars. He 
was a key member of the Stars during their 
run to the Stanley Cup Final in the playoff 
bubble in 2020. 


Soccer: Georgia Stanway scored an extra- 
time winner to seal a 2-1 comeback win for 
host England over Spain on Wednesday 
to send her team to the semifinals of the 
Women’s European Championship. 


Tennis: Four-time Grand Slam champ 
Naomi Osaka ended her three-year part- 
nership with coach Wim Fissette. Osaka, 
24, won two of her Slam titles while work- 
ing with Fissette. 
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—— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 


SHORTS 
Wiggins regrets getting COVID vax 


In the midst of a prolific playoff run in 
which he helped guide the Warriors to 
their fourth title in eight seasons, it was 
easy to forget All-Star Andrew Wiggins 
almost began the year without his shot. 
His COVID shot. At the beginning of 
the 2021-2022 season, a San Francisco 
health order required Warriors play- 
ers to be vaccinated against COVID-19 to be eligible to 
participate in home games at Chase Center. Wiggins said 
in September he preferred not to get vaccinated, telling 
reporters that the decision was “none of your business.” 
Wiggins ultimately chose to get the vaccine, but even 
after the best season of his professional career and his 
first NBA title, the forward said he regrets the decision. 
“T still wish I didn’t get (the vaccine) to be honest with 
you,” Wiggins said in an interview Monday. “But you’ve 
got to do what you’ve got to do.” Had Wiggins elected not 
to get the vaccine, he wouldn’t have been paid for any game 
missed this season. The 27-year-old is entering the last 
season of a five-year, $147 million extension he signed with 
the Timberwolves before the 2018 season. 


49ers QB Garoppolo can seek trade 


Jimmy Garoppolo can officially return 
to the practice field now that he’s fully 
recovered from shoulder surgery — and 
start searching for his next home. The 
49ers have now given their 30-year-old 
quarterback and his agents permission 
to seek atrade, ESPN reported Wednes- 
day. Of course, this is no surprise for 
anyone who’s been following the Garoppolo saga this 
offseason. The team has signaled its desire for a trade since 
Garoppolo’s season-ending news conference in which he 
said goodbye to the Bay Area media members who had 
covered him since midway through the 2017 season. The 
49ers plan to go ahead with 2021 No. 3 overall pick Trey 
Lance under center, clearing the way to move on from 
Garoppolo and his cap hit of nearly $27 million. The 49ers 
begin training camp next week and are scheduled to open 
the preseason Aug. 12 against the Packers. Whether Garop- 
polo is cleared yet to play in preseason games or even 
participate fully in any camp practices is unknown. The 
49ers could place him on the physically-unable-to-per- 
form list at the start of camp. 


Lewandowski: Big goals with Barca 


Robert Lewandowski was officially 
introduced by Barcelona on Wednes- 
day, saying he’s ready to make history 
with the Spanish club. Barcelona last 
weekend reached a deal to sign the 
Poland striker from Bayern Munich in 
a transfer worth nearly $50.8 million. 
“T am ready to be part of this club with 
a great history and to make even more history and win 
titles?” Lewandowski said in Miami as Barcelona began its 
preseason tour. The Catalan club routed Inter Miami 6-0 
on Tuesday. It will next face Spanish rival Real Madrid in 
Las Vegas, then Juventus in Dallas and the New York Red 
Bulls in New Jersey. “I saw the win against Inter Miami 
and I think there is a lot of potential,’ the 33-year-old 
striker said. Lewandowski, voted FIFA player of the year in 
2020 and 2021, has been training individually since joining 
his new teammates in the U.S. on Sunday. He’s expected to 
be available for the team’s match against Real Madrid. The 
high-profile signing of the striker boosts a Barcelona team 
that didn’t win any titles last season following the depar- 
ture of Argentina great Lionel Messi. —News services 


BASEBALL SECOND HALF LOOKAHEAD 


Pointed in the right direction 


Yankees, Dodgers, Astros look 
to keep focus despite big leads 


By Jay Cohen 


Associated Press 


CHICAGO — Aaron Judge and the 
Yankees, Mookie Betts and the Dodgers, 
Jose Altuve and the Astros — they’re all just 
looking for more of the same. The Braves’ 
title defense is rolling along, and Julio Rodri- 
guez and the Mariners are looking to crash 
the playoff party. 

As baseball returns from the All-Star 
break — all packed up and ready to go after 
the AL’s 3-2 victory at Dodger Stadium on 
Tuesday night — the postseason picture is 
quite crowded, thanks to the addition of a 
third wild card in each league. 

The October equation can change in a 
hurry, too. Just ask Rodriguez and the Mari- 
ners, winners of 14 ina row. Or the contend- 
ers looking at the Aug. 2 trade deadline, with 
Reds ace Luis Castillo, Cubs catcher Willson 
Contreras and, yes, Nationals slugger Juan 
Soto, all believed to be on the market to vary- 
ing degrees. 

Welcome back, indeed. 

“We still got a long way to go,” Dodgers 
manager Dave Roberts said. “A lot of base- 
ball to play” 

Roberts’ club is one of three teams with 
at least anine-game lead in their respective 
divisions heading into the second half. Led 
by Betts and Freddie Freeman, the Dodgers 
are 10 games up on Manny Machado and the 
Padres in the NL West. 

‘Just a lot of good things happened in the 
first half for us,’ Freeman said. 

Altuve and the Astros still have a nine- 
game lead in the AL West, even with the 
win streak for the Mariners. The Astros and 
Mariners close out their season series with 
seven more games this month, beginning 
Friday night in Seattle. 

“T thought the Mariners had a good team 
from the very beginning, and I told every- 
body that then at the time, they finished 
extremely strong last year, and you know, 
you have to beat them,” Astros manager 
Dusty Baker said. “They are not going to beat 
themselves.” 

The AL East has been the best division in 
baseball — every team is .500 or better, even 
the 46-46 Orioles — but that hasn’t affected 
the Yankees very much at all. They begin the 
second half with a gaudy 64-28 record anda 
whopping 13-game lead over the Rays. 

While Giancarlo Stanton has delivered his 
usual power and Clay Holmes has been one 
of the game’s most dominant relievers, it’s 
Judge leading the way for the Bronx Bomb- 
ers. He’s batting .284 with 33 homers and 
70 RBIs, joining Shohei Ohtani among the 
frontrunners for AL MVP. 

“I think he continues to get better and 
better as a leader, which has always been, 
I think, a positive trait of his?” Yankees 
manager Aaron Boone said. “But I would just 
say he’s a more complete, refined, veteran 
player that is also in the prime of his career.” 


Aaron Judge and the Yankees head into the second half of the baseball season with a 13-game lead over the Rays in the AL East. ELSA/GETTY 


Judge and the Yankees are trying to chase 
down the franchise’s first championship 
since 2009 and No. 28 overall. But there 
are all sorts of potential roadblocks — both 
nearby and further away. 

The crosstown Mets are on top of the 
NL East, looking to hold off the Braves and 
take the franchise’s first division title since 
2015. Each of baseball’s Central divisions 
had a mediocre first half, but the Brewers 
and Cardinals have an array of stars, and 
Carlos Correa could power the Twins back 
into the playoffs after it finished last in the 
AL Central in 2021. 

Even the White Sox, who underper- 
formed early on, showed some positive 
signs while taking three of four at the divi- 
sion-leading Twins in the runup to the break. 


“We've been talking about it for a while. 
We're going to turn the corner,’ White Sox 
right-hander Michael Kopech said. “Things 
are going to start going our way.” 

The return of switch-hitting catcher 
Yasmani Grandal could provide a lift for the 
White Sox, who are looking for their third 
consecutive playoff appearance. 

The injured list might have a more 
dramatic effect on the pennant races than 
the trade deadline. 

Mets ace Jacob deGrom is coming back 
after he was sidelined by a stress reaction in 
his right scapula. 

Second baseman Ozzie Albies could rejoin 
the Braves’ loaded lineup next month after 
he broke his left foot on June 14. 

Phillies slugger Bryce Harper, Padres 


shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. and Astros 
right-hander Lance McCullers Jr. also could 
return in time to help their teams down the 
stretch. 

DeGrom, atwo-time NL Cy Young Award 
winner, hasn’t pitched all year. He could 
team with Max Scherzer to give the Mets a 
dominant 1-2 punch at the top ofits rotation. 

“We all want Jake back,” Mets left-hander 
David Peterson said. 

“We all want him healthy, that’s the most 
important thing. We want him to be produc- 
tive and we want him to be Jake, the Jake 
that we love.” 


AP writers Jake Seiner, Greg Beacham and 
Dave Campbell, and AP freelance reporter 
Jeremy Rakes contributed to this report. 


TENNIS 


Serena, Djokovic on US Open lists but may not play 


By Howard Fendrich 


Associated Press 


Serena Williams and Novak Djokovic were 
on the official U.S. Open entry lists released 
Wednesday, but that doesn’t mean they’ll 
necessarily play in the tournament — and in 
Djokovic’s case, he can’t, as of now, because 
he isn’t vaccinated against COVID-19. 

The singles entry lists are a formality, and 
they include all players who are eligible 
based purely on this week’s WTA and ATP 
rankings. Williams is on there by virtue ofa 
special ranking granted to her because she 
missed so much time due to injury; her first 
match ina year came last month at Wimble- 
don, where she lost in the first round to 
Harmony Tan. 

Asked after that defeat whether she would 
play again, the 40-year-old Williams said she 
didn’t know. When she was asked specifi- 


cally about returning to the U.S. Open, where 
she has won six of her 23 Grand Slam singles 
trophies, Williams replied: “There’s defi- 
nitely lots of motivation to get better and to 
play at home.” 

She missed the hard-court tournament in 
New York last year after hurting her leg at 
Wimbledon. But Williams made it to at least 
the semifinals in each of her 11 most recent 
appearances at the U.S. Open. 

Djokovic, a 35-year-old from Serbia, 
missed the Australian Open in January 
after being deported from that country over 
his vaccine status and has said since that he 
will not get COVID-19 shots just to be able 
to participate in tournaments. 

The United States doesn’t allow unvac- 
cinated noncitizens to enter the country, 
which is why Djokovic needed to sit out 
big events in Indian Wells, California, and 
Miamiearlier this season, and can’t compete 


at the Cincinnati Masters next month or the 
US. Open, which begins Aug. 29. 

In its news release announcing the entry 
lists, the U.S. Tennis Association said: 
“The U.S. Open does not have a vaccina- 
tion mandate in place for players, but it 
will respect the U.S. government’s position 
regarding travel into the country for unvac- 
cinated non-U.S. citizens.” 

Djokovic played in the French Open, 
where he lost in the quarterfinals to eventual 
champion Rafael Nadal, and at Wimbledon, 
which he won for his 21st Slam title. 

Only Nadal, with 22 major titles, has more 
among men in the history of tennis. 

After his triumph at Wimbledon, Djokovic 
said that he “would love” to enter the U.S. 
Open, but added: “I’m not planning to get 
vaccinated.” 

Djokovic has won three championships 
at Flushing Meadows and has been the 


runner-up a half-dozen times, including a 
year ago. His loss in the 2021 final to Daniil 
Medvedev prevented Djokovic from becom- 
ing the first man since Rod Laver in 1969 to 
win acalendar-year Slam. 


Venus gets Toronto wild card: Seven-time 
Slam champion Venus Williams was given 
a wild-card entry into the main draw of the 
National Bank Open early next month. 

She will compete in Toronto for the first 
time since 2019 and return to WTA Tour 
singles play for the first time since August 
2021. 

The 42-year-old former world No. 1 and 
five-time Wimbledon champion last played 
when she partnered with Jamie Murray of 
Britain in Wimbledon’s mixed doubles draw 
earlier this month. Williams is a 41-time 
WTA singles champion and Olympic gold 
medalist. 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 
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Clotilde Otero 
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Nina Evers 

Timothy J. Farrell 

Edward T. Rubinowicz 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Butler, Sharon L. 


Sharon L. Butler, 79, of South 

Windsor, died peacefully on 

Monday, July 18, 2022, at 

Vernon Manor, surrounded by 

her family. Sharon was born in 

Hartford, CT, on March 13, 

1943, daughter of the late 

James and Emma (LeVasseur) 

Butler. She grew up in the 

Elmwood Section of West 

Hartford and was a graduate 

of Conard High School with the 

« * Class of 1962. She worked in 

the Insurance Industry for The Aetna and 

4 retired after 34 years of service. Sharon 
was an active member of St. Patrick - 

Anthony Church in Hartford. A resident of 

South Windsor for over 15 years, she enjoyed volun- 

teering and spending time at the South Windsor Senior 

Center. Sharon loved to read, knit, and spend time with 

her family and friends. She leaves her sister, Gail Czapla 

of South Windsor, along with her niece, nephews, and 

their children who were her life. She was predeceased 

by her brother James Butler, and her sister, Pamela 

Peers. A Memorial Mass of Christian Burial will be cel- 

ebrated on Monday, July 25, 2022, 10 a.m., meeting di- 

rectly at St. Patrick - St. Anthony Church, 285 Church 

St., Hartford. Burial will follow at Rose Hill Memorial 

Park in Rocky Hill. In lieu of flowers memorial dona- 

tions may be made to House of Bread, 27 Chestnut St., 

Hartford, CT 06120. Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home in 

South Windsor has care of the arrangements. For online 

condolences please visit www.carmonfuneralhome. 


(c) CARMON 


= Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Conley, William H. 


William H. Conley, 85, a 62-year resident of 
South Windsor, beloved husband of 63 
years of Cira (Melillo) Conley passed away 
peacefully at home on Sunday, July 17, 
2022. Bill was born on March 27, 1937, in Hartford one 
of three sons of the late Edson and Stasia Conley. He 
was raised in Hartford and was a graduate of Hartford 
High School, Class of 1955. Bill was a proud veteran of 
the US. Air Force serving as an Air Traffic Controller. 


Bill was employed as a computer programmer for over 
thirty years with the Covenant Insurance Group. He was 
very active in the South Windsor Community. He was 
a life member of the South Windsor Fire Department 
where he had served as a Lieutenant, Deputy Fire 
Marshall and later as a Fire Commissioner. He enjoyed 
spending time at the South Windsor Senior Center 
where he was a member and past President of the 
Super Sixty Sportsman's Club. Bill was an avid fresh- 
water fisherman, photographer and enjoyed crossword 
puzzles. 


In addition to his wife Cira, he leaves two sons and 
their spouses, William and Jill Conley of Somers, and 
Mark and Kate Conley of Laconia, NH, cherished grand- 
children, Lucas and Anna Conley, Jessica Shackway, 
Olivia, Gillian, Jack and Carly Conley and his step- 
grandchildren Kaley and Zack Hodgson. He also leaves 
his two brothers and their spouses, Kenneth and Connie 
Conley of Enfield and Roger and Elsa Conley of Vernon 
and numerous nieces, nephews and their families. In 
addition to his parents, Bill was predeceased by his 
daughter Dawn Ann (Conley) Rouse. 


A time of visitation for family and friends will be at the 
Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home, 419 Buckland Road in 
South Windsor on Saturday, July 23, 2022, from 11:00 
am-1:00 pm with a service at 1:00pm. Burial will be 
private. Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Heart Association. To leave an online condo- 
lence please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 


ia CARMON 


—— Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Delinski, John B. 


John B. Delinski of Torrington, 

CT, passed away on June 29, 

2022. Born on June 27, 1970, 

he was the son of Daniel D. 

Delinski and Georgia Nash. In 

addition to his parents, he is 

survived by a brother, Mark 

Delinski and many cousins. 

He served with the U. S. Air 

Force during 911 and was 

se sm Stationed at Quatar Air Force 

a Base and also served with 

the ‘ale National eulard in West Field, MA and Idaho. 

John enjoyed art and working on antiques. A Celebration 

of Life will be held on Saturday, August 13, 2022 at 1 

PM at 8 Main Street, Riverton, CT 06065 on the corner 
of Rt. 20 and School Street. 


A Graveside Service with Military Honors will be held at 
Spring Grove Cemetery in Darien on Wednesday, August 
17, 2022 at 11:00 AM. To sign John's on-line guestbook, 
please visit www.lawrencefuneralhome.com. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


OBITUARIES 


Hamilton, Clifford H. 


Clifford H. Hamilton, 89, of 
Berlin, passed away on 
Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at Apple 
Rehab in Cromwell. He was 
the husband of the late Judith 
(Heslin) Hamilton. 
Born in New Britain, he was 
the son of the late Clifford M. 
Hamilton and Agnes (Trehy) 
Hamilton. Cliff was a lifelong 
Berlin resident and was a 
U.S Air Force Veteran of the 
Korean War. Cliff began his 
career working with his father at C.M. 
Hamilton Construction. He later worked as 
a sales engineer for Tilcon-Tomasso. He 
concluded his career working for the Town 
of West Hartford. 
Cliff was a long time member of the Berlin Lions Club, 
and served as the Memorial Pool President, Berlin Fair 
President, and Berlin Lions Club President. As a Berlin 
Lions Club member, Cliff was honored to be the recipi- 
ent of the Melvin Jones Award and the Knight of the 
Blind Award. He was a former member of the Knights 
of Columbus. 
Surviving are a son, Clifford M. Hamilton and his wife 
Kim of East Berlin; a daughter, Laura True and her hus- 
band Rhett of West Hartford; five grandchildren, Ava 
True, Carmen True, Amanda Merkt, Kyle Hamilton, and 
Morgan Hamilton; and a great-grandson, Henry Merkt. 
He was predeceased by sisters Norma Ross and Doris 
Prue. 
Private funeral services were held at Erickson-Hansen 
Funeral Home of Berlin. Burial, with military honors, 
was in Maple Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made the Berlin Lions Charities, P.O. 
Box 23, Kensington, CT 06037. Please share a memory 
of Cliff with the family in the online guest book @ www. 
ericksonhansenberlin.com. 


ERICKSON-HANSEN 


Berlin 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


McDade, Merline (Mutt) 


It is with great sadness that 
we announce the passing of 
Merline (Mutt) McDade at the 
age of 80. Merline Passed 
away peacefully on July 16, 
2022, at Hartford Hospital. 
She was surround by her fam- 
ily. Merline was born Feb 19, 
1942 in Andalusia, Alabama 
to parents of Clem McDade 
and Liza Foster Lee. Merline 
leaves to mourn her; 6 chil- 
dren Patrcia McDade, Charlene McDade, Andrea 
McDade, and Carnella McDade-Times all of Hartford. 
Judy McDade-Ayala of Florida and son Gregory McDade 
of Georgia. She was predeceased by her sister Geraldine 
McDade-McBride, brothers Henry, Cleve, Glen, Sedrick 
and Carleski May. She is survived by brothers Veniso 
May Sr. and Byron May. As well as 3 sisters Effie Smith, 
Doris Glenn and Libby Lee. Merline leaves a host of 
grandchildren, family and friends to mourn her. A cel- 
ebration of life will be held on Friday, July 22nd, 2022, 
from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the All-Faith Memorial 
Chapel 90 John Fitch Blvd, South Windsor CT. 06074 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Rubinowicz, Edward T. 


Edward T. Rubinowicz (Eddie 
Ruby), 57, of Berlin, passed 
away on Tuesday, July 12, 2022 
at John Dempsey Hospital fol- 
lowing a sudden illness, sur- 
rounded by his loving family. 
Born in New Britain, he re- 
sided there most of his life, 
moving to Berlin last year. He 
attended New Britain schools 
and was a graduate of EC 
Goodwin Technical School. 
Eddie was a dedicated employee at Anthology of 
Farmington Assisted Living, where he described having 
found his purpose serving the residents, he considered 
family and working with special coworkers. He always 
went above and beyond and spoke of them lovingly and 
so often his family and friends knew them by name. 
He was previously employed at Bel-air Manor, Russo 
Brothers and Tilcon-Tomasso. He was a member of 
the Spartans Veterans Athletic Club where he enjoyed 
playing pool and catching up with friends. He was 
a former member of the New Britain Elks Lodge 957 
and the Oaks Club. An avid golfer, he was a member 
of the Friday Golf League at Stanley Golf Course for 
several years with lifelong friends Joey Calvo and Andy 
Dziedzic. He looked forward to golf season each year 
with this group of close family-friends, as well as get- 
ting together watching UFC and other sporting events. 
Joey's wife Tracey and their son Michael, Andy's wife 
Irene and their son Andrew, Jr. were also very special 
to him. A sports fanatic, he was a big fan and enjoyed 
cheering on the Boston Red Sox and Dallas Cowboys. 
He was the “life of the party” always creating laughter 
and good times. 
Eddie is survived by his loving mother, Marianne 
(Faulkner) Rubinowicz of Southington; a brother, Philip 
J. Rubinowicz and his wife Melissa of Bristol; two sisters, 
Roseanne Silvia of New Britain and Marylou Rubinowicz 
of Southington; his aunts, Alyce Ann Rubinowicz and 
her partner Kathy of Indianapolis, IN; Eleanor Kallberg, 
MA; his nieces and nephews whom he adored, Rachel 
Silvia and her fiancé, Mike Fazio, Joey Silvia, Robbie 
Silvia, Scott Silvia and his wife Ali, nephew and godson 
Anthony Christiano, Lindsay Porter, Stephanie Brown 
and her husband Tyler along with several cousins and 
second cousins. Eddie treasured his friendship with 
Mike Fazio knowing they could depend on one another 
for anything they needed. He cherished time spent with 
Jacob Clark and long-time friend Tony Scierka, whom 
he considered his brother. Eddie was predeceased by 
his father, Louis E. Rubinowicz, his great aunts Bertha 
Greico and Helen Eissrig whom he doted over, his 
aunt Rosemarie and uncles Bob, Clarence and Adolph 
Kallberg, his cousin Brian Kallberg, his childhood friend 
and brother-in-law Rob Silvia and his beloved Pit Bull, 
Biggie. He most enjoyed time with his family, friends 
and pets whom naturally gravitated toward him and 
he cherished annual family vacations at the CT shore. 
Eddie enjoyed time with his little sister Marylou, who 
he could always count on for a good laugh. From 
childhood he and his sister Roseanne shared a special 
bond, celebrating the highs and supporting each other 
through the challenges of life. Eddie’s legacy as a kind, 
forgiving, generous and fun-loving Son, Brother, Uncle 
and Friend will live on through those who loved him. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on 
Friday, July 29, 2022 at 11:30 AM at St. Paul Church, 
Kensington. Burial will be at the convenience of family. 
Calling hours are Thursday July 28, 2022 from 4-6 PM 
at Erickson-Hansen Funeral Home of Berlin/Porter’s, 
111 Chamberlain Hwy, Kensington. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations can be made to the CT Humane 
Society at cthumane.org or an animal rescue organiza- 
tion of the donor's choice. Please share a memory of 
Eddie with the family in the online guest book at www. 
ericksonhansenberlin.com 


ERICKSON-HANSEN 


Berlin 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


eranousl® Stavros 


227% 
; 


we4 Stavros "Steve" Manousos, 94, 

eS of Wethersfield & Stonington, 

CT passed away Tuesday, July 

VF: % 19, 2022. He was born in 

_ Rhodes, Greece, son of the 

J late Triantafyllia (Mitsouli) & 

(gee* Stathis Manousos. He forged 

im his way, not only for himself, 

wa but for his family in Greece 

~ and for the family he built in 

the United States. He immi- 

grated to the United States in 

1951 to marry the late Stella (Socrates) Manousos, who 

was his bride for 64 years. Together, they raised three 

children, traveled the world, and loved spending time 

with their family and friends. He was a dapper busi- 

nessman who started and operated a successful travel 

agency, Colossus Travel, where he orchestrated numer- 

Ous trips, notably, for students to visit his homeland of 

Greece and many other destinations abroad. Stavros 

was extremely proud of his heritage, and he appreci- 

ated the opportunities that he was afforded in the 

United States. He was affectionately known as Pappou 

(grandfather) to his grandchildren, great-grandchildren 

and their friends, and he always had stories to share. 

He was involved in his community, particularly as an 

active member of the St. George Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral in Hartford, along with AHEPA, the Pan 

Rhodian Society and the Hartford Hellenic Soccer 
Association. 


Stavros is survived by his children, Phyllis and her 
husband Michael Zerbini of Stonington; Stylianos 
Manousos and Brenda Laasri of Florida; and Stathis 
Manousos of Stonington; seven grandchildren: 
Christina and her husband Todd Francis, Rena and her 
husband Adam Litwin, Steven Zerbini and his fiancée 
Sarah Beinkampen, Morgan and Nick Manousos, and 
Christopher and Michael Manousos; and three great- 
grandchildren, Gavin, Antonea and Noelle Francis. He 
is also survived by many loving nieces, nephews and 
cousins in the United States and Rhodes, Greece. 


Calling hours will be held Saturday, July 23 at 10am, 
with the funeral immediately following at 11am, at St. 
George Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 433 Fairfield Ave., 
Hartford. Burial will follow at the Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
The family would like to extend their sincere gratitude 
for the care provided by Angel Touch Care, particularly 
providers, Sandra and Igor. In lieu of flowers, contribu- 
tions in his memory may be made to the St. George 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 433 Fairfield Ave, Hartford, 
CT 06114 or the Alzheimer’s Association of CT, 200 
Executive Blvd. Ste 4B Southington, CT 06489. 


Re 
ata 5 , 
*4 Dillon-Baxter 
oc 
"are FUNERAL HOME 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


O'Shea, Agnes F. (Rossetti) 


Agnes F. (Rossetti) O'Shea, 96, 
of Windsor, beloved wife to 
the late John E. O’Shea, passed 
away peacefully on Monday, 
July 18, 2022. She was born on 
s} October 31, 1925, in New 


f Joseph and Fanny (Tomasso) 
Rossetti. 

® Agnes grew up in East Haven, 
sg attended local schools and 
MY Wik was a graduate of East Haven 
High School, Class of 1943. After she married the love 
of her life, John, they moved to Philadelphia, PA, for a 
few years before moving back to Connecticut in 1953 
where they have resided in Windsor since John took a 
job at Pratt & Whitney. Agnes was employed at Windsor 
High School for over 25 years as an office secretary be- 
fore her retirement. During her employment at Windsor 
High School, she would donate her time selling tickets 
for the school basketball and football games. She just 
adored working at the high school and enjoyed the stu- 
dents and staff just the same. She even had a yearbook 
dedicated to her back in the mid 1970's. In her spare 
time, Agnes was an avid reader and loved to cook and 
entertain at her home hosting many gatherings and 
parties for family and friends. She enjoyed playing 
cards and was a huge UConn Women’s basketball fan. 
Agnes was also a season ticket holder for many years 
at The Bushnell in Hartford and was a parishioner of St. 

Gertrude Church in Windsor. 
Agnes is survived by her four children, Barbara O'Shea 
and her husband Peter Hutchings of West Hartford, 
Susan O'Shea of Wareham, MA, Judith O’Shea of Midland 
Park, NJ and Thomas O'Shea and his wife Elizabeth of 
Windsor; six grandchildren, Christine Politelli and her 
husband Patrick of Warwick, RI, Elizabeth Crossman 
and her husband Anthony of Auburn, MA, John O'Shea 
and his wife Keri of Stratham, NH, Timothy O'Shea 
and his wife Andrea of Waterbury, Christian O'Shea 
of Suffield and Bryan O'Shea and his wife Kristin of 
Windsor; ten great-grandchildren; her brother Ronald 
Rossetti of North Haven as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and extended family. In addition to her 
husband and parents, she was predeceased by four 
siblings, Ann Berlepsch, Albert Festa, Elizabeth Wronki 
and Jennie Boffoli. Agnes’s family would like to express 
their gratitude to the kind staff at Delamere Woods, 
Kimberly Hall and to the personal care assistants from 
Hartford Healthcare Independence at Home for their 
care, compassion and support over the last few years. 
Calling hours will be held on Monday, July 25, 2022, 
from 5-7 p.m. at the Carmon Windsor Funeral Home, 
807 Bloomfield Ave., Windsor. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, July 26, 2022, 
at St. Damien of Molokai Parish - St. Gabriel Church, 
379 Broad St., Windsor. Guests are asked to please go 
directly to the church. Burial will follow in Windsor 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery. Memorial donations may 
be made to the Windsor Volunteer Ambulance, P.O. Box 
508, Windsor, CT 06095. To leave an online message of 
condolence for her family, please visit www.carmonfu- 

neralhome.com. 
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hare memories, express 
condolences, and celebrate 
life in the obituary section 


on courant.com. 
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OBITUARIES 


Otero, Clotilde "Tilde" 


Clotilde “Tilde” Otero, 87, of 
Hartford died July 17, 2022 
with his family at his side. 
The husband of Ermelinda 
(Cintron) Otero, he was born 
October 2, 1934 in Comerio, 
PR the son of Alejandrino 
Otero and Rosaura 
Maldonado. In addition to his 
devoted and loving wife, he 
leaves three daughters: 
. Yolanda Doak and son-in-law 
William, Evélui Hickey and son-in-law Matthew, Maritza 
Otero Senior, and Sammy Otero and daughter- in-law 
Wilma; grandchildren Stephanie Micucci, Nathan Otero, 
Christina Otero and Manuel Bonet, 7 great-grandchil- 
dren, many brothers and sisters, nephews and nieces 
he loved. He was predeceased by a son, Ruben and 
son-in-law Don Senior. 
Tilde came to New York City at age 18 and then brought 
his family to Hartford. He taught himself to read and 
write, and worked at Gotay Tropical Foods at the 
Hartford Regional Market, then for many years at King 
Phillip Middle School in West Hartford, then at Hartford 
Hospital from where he retired in 1998. He was a proud 
and hard-working man who loved his family, baseball, 
ice cream floats and his many compadres, both those 
he leaves behind as well as those he hopes to greet 
once again. Funeral services are Thursday, July 21, 2022 
at De Leon Funeral Home, 104 Main St. Hartford, with 
visitation from 4 until 7 p.m. Burial will take place at 
10 a.m. Friday, July 22 at Mount St. Benedict Cemetery, 
1 Cottage Grove Road, Bloomfield. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Piquette, Diana Jean 


Diana Jean  Piquette, of 
Farmington, CT, passed away 
on July 18, 2022 at the age of 
37. 
Diana was a graduate of Avon 
CT High School, and received 
her Bachelor's and Masters in 
Accounting from the University 
» of Connecticut. After gradu- 
ation she worked as an Audit 
Manager for Deloitte and 
Nf earned her CPA designation. 
she then went ie work for Nassau Financial Group in 
Hartford, CT, where she quickly moved through increas- 
ingly important roles to become the Chief Financial 
Officer at the age of 35. She was active in volunteer 
and mentoring programs and served on the Board of 
the Connecticut Science Center. Driven and brilliant, 
she was recognized as a 40 Under 40 leader by the 
Hartford Business Journal and was selected as a Rising 
Leader by the American Council of Life Insurers. Diana 
was not only successful in her career, but she brought 
joy to everyone around her. 
She was the most kind, generous, thoughtful, and loving 
person, and was always ready with a smile. Diana loved 
to travel and try new food, and had an eye for design 
that she leveraged with her husband in updating their 
home. She was a wonderful wife, daughter, sister, aunt, 
and friend. She will be missed by everyone who knew 
her. Diana is survived by her loving husband Justin 
Banulski, whom she adored; parents Helen and Thomas 
Piquette of West Hartford, CT; sister Debra Presutto, 
brother-in-law Gregory Presutto and niece Alexandra 
Presutto all of West Hartford, CT; mother-in-law and 
father-in-law Annette and William Banulski of North 
Port, FL; sister-in-law Madeleine Ziegler, brother-in-law 
Simon Ziegler, nephews Felix and Lucas Ziegler all of 
Chester, NY; many relatives, friends and colleagues. 
Services will be held at the Sheehan-Hilborn-Breen 
Funeral Home, 1084 New Britain Ave., West Hartford, 
CT 06110. Calling hours will be Monday, July 25,2022 
from 4 pm to 7 pm. Funeral service will be Tuesday, 
July 26, 2022 at 11 am at the funeral home. Online con- 
dolences may be made at www.SheehanhilbornBreen. 
com 


Sheehan Hilborn Breen 
FUNERAL HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Ramsey, Norman F. 


Norman F. Ramsey, 60 of 
Windsor, beloved husband of 
Brenda Ramsey, passed away 
peacefully with his wife at his 
side on Sunday, July 10, 2022. 
He was born in Hartford CT to 
the late Frank Sr. and Florence 
(Austin) Ramsey. He was em- 
ployed by the State of 
Connecticut, Department of 
Revenue Services as a Tax 
Operations Unit Supervisor, 
retiring earlier this year after 30 plus years of service. 
Norman also owned his own cleaning company for over 
25 years. Growing up in East Hartford, Norman gradu- 
ated from George J. Penney High School, where he 
played basketball. Spending time with his family was 
his greatest joy, always there willing to help or give 
advice. Norman was the go to guy for everyone whether 
at work or home, if he couldn't do it he found you 
someone else or another way to get it done. He never 
met a Stranger, he always had a welcoming smile that 
was contagious. He loved listening to old school music, 
dancing, going to football and basketball games in his 
RV with the fellows, or just watching the games on tv, 
working out in his home gym, and all his big boy toys, 
especially taking a ride in his Chrysler New Yorker. Not 
a secret to anyone that knew him, Norman's first pas- 
sion was his favorite sports teams the LA Lakers and 
the LA Rams, never missing a game. Norman could tell 
you every Magic Johnson stat from his rookie year to 
his last season. His second passion was his love of ani- 
mals. Norman will be deeply missed by his loved ones 
and friends. 
He leaves to cherish his memories, his loving wife 
Brenda, children; Tamarah Ramsey, Tara Norman, 
Chez Perez and Tajah Ramsey, grandchildren; Amayah 
Collins, Juliana Oliveras, Joshua Oliveras, Alyce 
Oliveras, Christian Collins and Maleah Collins and his 
canine children; Rylee and Dollaz. His siblings; Mary 
Matthews, Jean Washington, Linda Ramsey-Scott, 
Deborah Jones, Michael Ramsey, Sharon (Matthew) 
Davis, Sheila Hall, and Darlene Ramsey. Loving Mother- 
in-law, Miriam Rodriguez, Brother-in-law, Nelson 
(Isabel) Perez and Sister-in-law, Wanda (Michael) 
Lueken. He also leaves 70 nieces and nephews and 
a host of family and friends. He was predeceased by 
daughter Tysha Ramsey, brother Frank Ramsey Jr., and 
nephew Kehinde Ramsey and his canine children Tasha, 
Tango, Kobe, Cash and Chyna. 


His family will receive friends on Sunday, July 24, 
4-6p.m., at Carmon Funeral Home, 807 Bloomfield Ave., 
Windsor; and also on Monday, July 25, 11a.m. - 12p.m., 
with a Celebration of Life at 12 p.m., at The Lodge 
Community Chapel, 130 Deerfield Rd., Windsor. Burial 
will be private at a later date in Elm Grove Cemetery, 
Windsor. 

In lieu of flowers memorial donations in Norman’s 
name can be made to the American Cancer Society. 
For online condolences please visit www.carmonfuner- 


- jw CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Savage, Gary T. 


Gary T. Savage passed away 
peacefully in his home after a 
courageous battle with can- 
cer on July 16, 2022 sur- 
rounded by his beloved wife, 
Marie and children Allison 
(Vicino) and Thomas. 
Gary was a loving son and the 
best father, brother, uncle, 
grandfather, and __ friend. 
He was a creative thinker, 
planner, problem solver, and 
handyman; he utilized these skills to surprise, help, 
motivate, and delight the people who were most 
important to him. Whether he was constructing a “no- 
nagon” garden or creating an immersive family quest, 
Gary showed the people he loved how much he cared 
by planning and building amazing wonders. 
He spent his professional career at Moore Medical 
leading, developing, and challenging his team to col- 
laborate and improve. 
Gary loved many things including but not limited to 
Michigan sports (when they were doing well), bird 
houses, covered bridges, pickles, baseball, New 
Hampshire vacations, lawn games, potato chips, util- 
ity boxes, geocaching, puzzles, coaching, bowling, 
card games (when he was winning), and critiquing the 
coaching and refereeing of his favorite sports teams 
(when they were not winning). 
Gary spent most of his childhood in his beloved state 
of Michigan. His family moved to Simsbury, CT in 1972. 
He played baseball for Simsbury High School and was 
batting champion of his American Legion Team. 
He is missed by the love of his life and wife of 42 years, 
Marie (Griffin), daughter Allison Vicino (and her hus- 
band Charles), son Thomas (and his wife Rachel), and 
grandchildren Anna and Raymond Vicino and Brooke 
and Grady Savage. He leaves his loving mother Audrey 
(Savage) Murdoch and father Richard E. Savage and his 
wife Beverly, mother-in-law Carol Griffin, brother Craig 
Savage, and sister Sheri Wells. He is further survived 
by his best friends Noel and Mary Harroff as well as 
numerous other family and friends. 
Gary was predeceased by Robert Murdoch, Kelly 
McElmon, Richard W. Savage, and Raymond Griffin. 
Gary taught his family, "Do your best to do what is 
right." His wise words will live on, and the way he 
treated his family and friends has taught those he loved 
how to keep doing just that. Gary's legacy will continue 
in the thoughtful gestures, carefully planned surprises, 
and special traditions of his family and friends. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on 
Monday, July 25th at 10:00 am at St. John’s Church, 5 
St. John Court, Cromwell. Burial will follow in Cromwell 
Hillside Cemetery West. Cromwell Funeral Home is 
handling the arrangements. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations in his name to the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation at pcf.org. To share memories or 
send condolences to the family, please visit www. 
doolittlefuneralservice.com. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Shephard, Raymond Edward 


Raymond Edward Shephard, 75, beloved 
husband of 52 years, of Gloria M. (Wojtyna) 
Shephard, passed away peacefully at his 
home in Enfield on Friday July 15, 2022, 
with his family at his side. 
Raymond was born on March 30, 1947, in Kansas City, 
Missouri, son of Raymond and Dorothy (Ragsdale) 
Shephard, he was raised and educated in Independence, 
MO and graduated from Independence High School. 
After graduating from high school, Raymond enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy and served his country honorably for four 
years during the Vietnam War. 
Raymond has resided in Enfield for the past 36 years 
and was a Postal Worker, working out of the Hartford 
Branch, for over 15 years, before retiring in 2009. 
He belonged to the Sportsman’s Club and was a life 
member of the AMVETS Post. 
Raymond enjoyed target shooting, playing cards, and 
all sorts of board games. He loved surfing the internet 
for online stories and YouTube tutorials. 
He leaves behind his loving wife, Gloria of Enfield, 
and daughter, Melanie A. Commo and her husband, 
Christopher of Stafford, sister, Sharon Johnson of 
Sedalia, MO, brothers in law, Wesley Wojtyna of Enfield 
and Frank Wojtyna and his wife, Josephine of East 
Hartford. 
In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his 
sisters, Betty Shephard and Marjorie Wagoner. 
A celebration of life will be held for Raymond on 
Saturday, July 30, 2022 at 6pm at the Enfield Knights of 
Columbus 371 Washington Rd. Enfield, CT. There are no 
calling hours. Burial will be private at the Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in Agawam. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations in Raymond’s name may 
be made out to the American Cancer Society, P.O Box 
6704, Hagerstown, MD 21741. For online condolences 
please visit www.brownefuneralchapel.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Thomas, MD, John B. 


Dr. John Barry Thomas, 95, of 
Oak Bluffs, MA, passed away 
on Thursday, July 14, 2022. 
Jack passed away peacefully 
at his home in Harthaven. He 
was born in New Haven, CT, 
on May 18, 1927, to Dr. John 
J. & Eileen B. Thomas. As a 
child, Jack enjoyed summers 
in Rockwood, Ontario, at the 
home of his maternal grand- 
; parents. Jack was valedicto- 
rian of his radiating class at Ansonia High School. He 
then earned his Bachelors of Science at Yale University 
and his M.D. from Harvard Medical School. Dr. Thomas 
had a long career practicing internal medicine in 
Hartford, CT. In fact, it was one of his patients who 
introduced him to Harthaven in 1969, where he eventu- 
ally built his house. Jack and his family spent many of 
their summers there and Jack ultimately retired there. 
He has also lived in West Hartford, CT, and Naples, FL. 
Jack had many interests and hobbies including wood- 
working, cooking, sailing, and traveling. As a young 
man, he built several of his own sailboats and in his 
later years he devoted many enjoyable hours to model 
ship building. He was very proud of prizes he won at 
the Tisbury Agricultural Fair for his loaves of bread and 
ship models. 
Jack was predeceased by his wife, Ann Owens Thomas, 
whom he married in 1951. He is survived by his three 
children, Martha Osborne (Robert), Jack Thomas (Anne), 
and Matthew Thomas (Beverly) and his eight grandchil- 
dren, Thomas Osborne (Youn), Dr. Maggie Thomas (Dave 
Mich), Sarah Osborne (Justin Ovsak), Andrew Thomas 
(Katie), Hillary Minerd (Ben), Eileen Thomas, Brittany 
Thomas, and Owen Thomas. In his later years, the 
light of his life was his great-grandchildren: Madeline, 
Margot, Jojo, Sage, Clayton, Harry, and the newest 
addition to his family, Sloane. Jack had recently cel- 
ebrated his 95th birthday surrounded by many of his 
family members. 
Memorial donations may be made to Martha's Vineyard 
Hospital, PO Box 1477, Oak Bluffs, MA 02557. Visit 
chapmanfuneral.com for online guest book. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


isit the obituary section on courant.com 
fo share memories of loved ones, 


Traska, June 


June Ann Micha Antonacci Traska, 90, of Windsor Locks, 
passed away peacefully on July 18, 2022. She was born 
on June 26, 1932 in Springfield, MA to the late Edward 
and Ann (Sweet) Micha. June is predeceased by her 
husbands, Joseph Antonacci, to whom she was mar- 
ried for 30 years and Walter (Skip) Traska, to whom she 
was married for 22 years. June worked at the Hartford 
Electric Company for 8 years and then as a dental re- 
ceptionist in Windsor Locks for Dr. King and Dr. Barrett. 
June leaves behind her stepdaughter Shelly Traska of 
East Hartford, her step-grandson Kyle Benson of South 
Windsor, her step-granddaughter Callie Benson of East 
Hartford, her niece Jeanne Kopek and her husband Gary 
of Ashford and her long-time high school friend Evelyn 
of Somers. She also leaves behind many cousins, nieces 
and nephews. Jeanne and Shelly wish to thank all 
those who played an important part in June’s wellbeing 
during the last 6% years. A very special thank you to 
Flo, Mariama and Venetia for their dedication and care. 
Family and friends may gather from 10 - 11:30 am on 
Saturday, July 23, 2022 at the Windsor Locks Funeral 
Home, 441 Spring Street, Windsor Locks, followed by a 
service at 11:30 am. Burial will follow in St. Joseph's 
Cemetery, Poquonock. In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made in June’s memory to Trinity Hospice (https:// 
donate.trinityhealthathome.org). For online condolenc- 
es, please visit www.windsorlocksfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Welles-Grimaldi, Jennifer 


NE Jennifer Welles-Grimaldi, 33, 
of South Windsor, beloved wife 
of Daniel Grimaldi, died unex- 
pectedly on Saturday, July 16, 
2022. She was born in 

es Hartford, the daughter of 

Thomas Welles of South 

2, Windsor and Linda (Schneider) 

Welles of Ellington. Jennifer 

was a resident of South 

Windsor her entire life. She 

was a graduate of South 

Windsor High School, Class of 2006. She earned her 

undergraduate and graduate degree from the University 

of Connecticut. In addition to her husband, and her 

parents, she is survived by her brother Samuel Welles, 

and her sister Rebecca Welles, and many aunts, uncles, 

cousins and extended family members. Funeral ser- 

vices and burial will be private at the request of her 

family. Memorial donations in Jennifer's memory may 

be made to the animal rescue of the donor's choice. 

Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home in South Windsor is 

caring for the arrangements. For online condolences 

and guest book, please visit www.carmonfuneralhome. 
com 


) 


t@ CARMON 


= Community Funeral Homes 


+ 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Stories 
live on. 


Tell theirs. 


Share your loved 
one’s story. 


placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 


Hartford Courant 


@eeee media group 


In partnership with 


Legacy.com’ 


Every life story 
deserves to be told. 


Share your loved one’s story at 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 


ecece media group 


In partnership with 


Legacy.com 


8 Hartford Courant | Section3 | Thursday, July 21,2022 


LOOKING FOR 


SPACE? 


You don’t have to go here to find it. 


Role) @ fom se) aia. 
FIND A NEW HOME 


RREUE 


PUBLISHING 


a aalalm@)alllares 
ON ATEIAYAVeXel <elate 


Hartford Courant | Section 4 | Thursday, July 21,2022 1 


Hartford Courant 


LiVING 


FLAVOR 


Roasted chicken thighs are paired with tangy sour cherries and finished with a creamy, cooling cucumber yogurt in this balanced weeknight meal. RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


SHEET-PAN CHICKEN 
BLENDS SWEET, SAVORY 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


very July, I ques- 
E tion my sour cherry 

priorities. Their 
season is so short, and 
the fruit so scarce that 
Irarely get around to 
making anything beyond 
one big, gushy pie anda 
year’s supply of home- 
made maraschino cher- 
ries (must-haves in my 
Manhattan cocktail). 

But maybe, I always 
think, this is the summer 
V’ll try something new. 
Then the urge passes, and I 
never do. 

Last year, though, sour 
cherry season lingered a 
little longer than usual in 
the Northeast, so I was 
able to squeeze one more 
recipe into the lineup. I 
considered jam, a cordial, 
even meatballs before 
settling on sheet-pan 
chicken. 

Of the approximately 
1 gazillion sheet-pan 
chicken variations I’ve 


cooked, sour cherries 
never made it into the 
mix. But I knew that their 
tangy juices would work 
well with the chicken fat 
sizzling at the bottom of 
the pan. 

To accentuate the cher- 
ries’ sweet-and-sour char- 
acter, I simmered them 
briefly with rice vinegar, 
sugar and a bay leaf. Then 
Ispooned them over a pan 
full ofboneless, skinless 
chicken thighs and red 
onion wedges. 

As it all roasted, the 
smell of caramelized 
fruit and browned-edged 
chicken filled the kitchen, 
making me want to stay 
close enough to breathe 
it allin. I took advantage 
by throwing together an 
ad hoc sauce from thick 
Greek yogurt, slivered 
cucumber and more of that 
sweetened vinegar-bay leaf 
solution I’d used for the 
cherries. Dolloped on the 
chicken, it was a cooling, 
creamy counterpart to the 
roasted thighs, zippy cher- 


ries and soft strands of red 
onion. 

My family ate it with a 
torn-up baguette to catch 
all the drippings, and we all 
agreed: It was a marvelous 
summer meal — even at 
the expense ofa batch of 
cherry jam. 

I was so taken with this 
dish that I tried to create 
something similar after 
sour cherry season had 
passed. I tried red and 
green grapes, then sweet 
cherries, then cherry 
tomatoes. All were good. 
But none matched the 
intense sweet-tart char- 
acter of the sour cherries. 
(Note that I did not try this 
dish with thawed frozen 
sour cherries. I didn’t have 
any.) 

This year, as sour cherry 
season approached once 
again, I worried I’d have to 
choose between pie, cock- 
tails and my new favorite 
sheet-pan dinner. 

Luckily, the market 
yielded enough cherries 
for me to make them all. 


CHICKEN THIGHS 
WITH SOUR 
CHERRIES AND 
CUCUMBER YOGURT 


Makes: 4 to 6 servings 
Total time: 45 minutes 

2 to 2 % pounds boneless, 
skinless chicken thighs 

1 large red onion, peeled and 
cut into %-inch wedges 

2 V2 teaspoons kosher salt 
(such as Diamond Crystal), 
plus more as needed 

1 teaspoon freshly cracked 
black pepper, plus more as 
needed 

2 tablespoons minced 
tarragon, plus more for 
serving 

2 V2 tablespoons extra- 
virgin olive oil, plus more for 
serving 

V3 Cup unseasoned rice 
vinegar 

3 to 4 tablespoons 
granulated sugar 

1 bay leaf 

2 cups thinly sliced 
cucumbers, preferably 
Persian cucumbers 

2 cups sour cherries, 
stemmed and pitted 


1cup plain whole-milk yogurt 
Flaky sea salt, for serving 
(optional) 

1. Heat oven to 425 degrees. 
Combine chicken and onion 
on arimmed sheet pan. 
Toss with 1% teaspoons 

salt and 1 teaspoon black 
pepper. Add tarragon and 12 
tablespoons oil, and toss to 
combine. Let stand at room 
temperature while preparing 
other ingredients. 
2.Inasmall saucepan, 
combine vinegar, 2 
tablespoons sugar, bay leaf 
and remaining 1 teaspoon 
salt over medium-high heat. 
Bring to a simmer, stirring 
frequently to dissolve sugar. 
3. Place sliced cucumbers 
in medium bowl. Add 2 
tablespoons of the vinegar 
solution to cucumbers and 
toss. Set aside. 

4. Return pan to medium- 
low heat and add another 
tablespoon sugar. Once 
sugar dissolves, stir in 
cherries. Cook until cherries 
are slightly broken down, 3 
to 4 minutes. Taste and add 
more sugar if the cherries 


still seem very tart. (You’re 
not looking for them to be 
sweet, just balanced.) 

5. Spoon cherries and their 
juices around chicken and 
onions. (It’s OK if some 
cherries are on top of 
chicken and onions.) Roast 
until chicken is cooked 
through and cherries and 
onions are lightly browned in 
spots, 30 to 35 minutes. Give 
the dish a big stir and spoon 
the savory pan juices all over 
the top of the chicken. 

6. While the chicken is 
roasting, stir yogurt and 
remaining 1 tablespoon 

oil into the bowl with the 
pickled cucumbers. Season 
with a large pinch of salt and 
black pepper. Refrigerate 
until ready to serve. Just 
before serving, stir well, 
taste and add more salt if 
needed. 

7. Top chicken and cherries 
with a large dollop of 
cucumber yogurt, more 
tarragon and a drizzle of 
olive oil, then sprinkle with 
flaky sea salt or more kosher 
salt, if you like. 


Pickled jalapenos 


By Christopher Kimball 


For Associated Press 


One of the best ways to 
build flavor is layering, or 
using one ingredient in 
two ways or at different 


stages of cooking. Using 
the zest of alemon in cake 
batter, for instance, while 
using the juice in a citrusy 
glaze. 

It’s atechnique we 
rely on often in our book 


“COOKish,” which limits 
recipes to just six ingre- 
dients without sacrificing 
flavor. And it works partic- 
ularly well with pickled 
jalapenos in this recipe for 
asimple salad with arugula 


and avocado. 

The jalapenos add juicy 
bursts of bright heat, but 
we also treat the pick- 
ling liquid as a separate 
ingredient. Using “4 cup 
of the liquid as the acid in 


boost simple 


the vinaigrette boosts the 
dressing’s flavor without 
needing additional vinegar. 

Along with the avocado, 
pumpkin seeds offer 
enough richness to make 
the salad a light main 


salad 


course, or pair it with 
sliced grilled skirt steak 
or hearty grains, such as 
barley, farro or quinoa. 


Turn to Jalapenos, Page 2 
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This berry trifle is sure to be the star of your next summer celebration. SHILPA USKOKOVIC/THEKITCHN.COM 


Summer showstopper 


By Miro Uskokovic 
TheKitchn.com 


Cake, cream, fruit, maybe a shot 
or two of liqueur — what’s not to 
like about a trifle? They’re easier 
to put together than layer cakes, 
and the flavor possibilities are 
endless. I always feel trifles come 
into their own in the summer. 

So for this recipe, Ichosea 
summery combination of sweet 
berries and simple vanilla pound 
cake with a rich, almost cheese- 
cake-like cream for a showstop- 
ping seasonal centerpiece. 


Should you make atrifle a day 


ahead? 

I usually assemble trifles and 
keep them refrigerated for a mini- 
mum of two hours and up to 24 
hours before serving. You want 
to allow some time for all of the 
layers and flavors to meld — espe- 
cially for the cake to absorb those 
sticky berry juices before serving. 
After this period, the berries will 
start getting mushy and the cream 
will become stiff and dry. 


Can you use frozen fruit in trifles? 
Theoretically, you could, but it 
might get messy, and the texture 
of the fruit will suffer. When 
frozen berries defrost, they 


release an excessive amount of 
liquid and get too soft. I strongly 
suggest you go for fresh berries. 


Canluse something else besides 
the pound cake? 

You can make this dessert in 
asnap by using trifle-friendly 
options like ladyfingers or even 
Nilla wafers (think banana 
pudding, which is practically a 
trifle) in place of pound cake. And 
no one will judge you or even 
know if you opt out of making 
your own pound cake and instead 
reach for your trusted friend, Sara 
Lee. (Man, that texture is hard to 
beat.) 


Jalapenos 


olive oil halved, pitted, peeled and 
from Page 1 Kosher salt and ground sliced 

black pepper In alarge bowl, whisk 

4.cups lightly packed baby together the jalapenos and 
ARUGULA AND arugula their liquid, the oil and % 
AVOCADO SALAD 3 radishes, halved and teaspoon pepper. Add the 
WITH JALAPENO thinly sliced or ¥2 English arugula, radishes, cilantro 
VINAIGRETTE cucumber, halved and half of the pumpkin 


lengthwise and thinly sliced 
1cup lightly packed fresh 
cilantro or 4 scallions, thinly 
sliced on the diagonal 

Y% cup pumpkin seeds, 
toasted 


Total time: 15 minutes 
Makes: 4 servings 

3 to 4 tablespoons pickled 
jalapeno slices, chopped, 
plus % cup pickling liquid 


2 tablespoons extra-virgin 


seeds. 


Martjord Courant 


The jalapenos 
add juicy bursts of 
bright heat to this 

salad. MILK STREET 


2 ripe but firm avocados, 


seeds, then toss. Season 
with salt and pepper. Fold in 
the avocado. Transfer to a 
serving bowl, then sprinkle 
with the remaining pumpkin 


Housing 
Orel U] atsyy| 
SUNDAYS IN 


Home & 


BERRY TRIFLE 


Makes: 12 servings 

For the pound cake: 

8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted 
butter 

Cooking spray 

1cup granulated sugar 

v2 cup whole milk 

Ye Cup sour cream 

3 large eggs 

2 tablespoons neutral vegetable oil, 
such as avocado or canola 

1 tablespoon vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon kosher salt 

1% teaspoons baking powder 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

For the vanilla cream: 

2 (about 8-ounce) containers 
mascarpone cheese 

¥%, Cup sour cream 

1(14-ounce) can sweetened 
condensed milk 

1 tablespoon vanilla extract 

Ye teaspoon kosher salt 

2 ¥2 cups cold heavy cream 

For the berries and serving: 

3 pounds mixed fresh berries, 

such as blueberries, raspberries, 
blackberries and/or strawberries 

1 large orange 

Y% cup runny honey 

3 tablespoons granulated sugar 

3 tablespoons orange liqueur, such 
as Grand Marnier or Cointreau 
(optional) 

Fresh edible marigolds or pansies 
(optional) 

Make the cake: 

1. Cut 8 tablespoons unsalted 
butter into 8 pieces and place 

in asmall microwave-safe bowl. 
Microwave on high until just 
melted, 20 to 40 seconds. Set 
aside to cool slightly. Meanwhile, 
arrange a rack in the middle of the 
oven and heat the oven to 325 
degrees. Line the bottom of an 
8-%2-by-4-2-inch loaf pan (2 v2 
inches high) with parchment paper. 
Lightly coat the parchment paper 
and sides of the pan with cooking 
spray. 

2. Place 1 cup granulated sugar, ¥2 
cup whole milk, ¥2 cup sour cream, 
3 large eggs, 2 tablespoons neutral 
oil, 1 tablespoon vanilla extract and 
1 teaspoon kosher salt in a medium 
bowl and vigorously whisk by 
hand until combined and creamy, 
about 1 minute. While whisking 
constantly, slowly drizzle in the 
melted butter. Add 12 teaspoons 
baking powder and whisk until 
combined, about 10 seconds. Add 
2 cups all-purpose flour and whisk 
just until the flour is absorbed 
with no dry streaks or clumps 
remaining, about 30 seconds. 
Transfer to the pan and spread into 
an even layer. 


FOR SOME, FEELING 


3. Bake until the cake is golden 
brown, springs back when lightly 
pressed in the center, anda 
toothpick inserted in the center 
comes out mostly clean with just a 
few crumbs, 50 to 65 minutes. 

4. Place the pan on a wire rack and 
let the cake cool for 15 minutes. 
Run an offset spatula or thin knife 
around the cake, then invert the 
cake onto the wire rack. Let cool 
completely. 

Make the vanilla cream: 

1. Place 2 (about 8-ounce) 
containers mascarpone cheese, 

3%, Culp Sour cream, 1 (14-ounce) 

can sweetened condensed milk, 1 
tablespoon vanilla extract, and /2 
teaspoon kosher salt in the bowl 
of a stand mixer (or a large bowl 

if using an electric hand mixer). 
Beat with the whisk attachment 

on medium-high speed until just 
combined. 

2. Add 2 2 cups cold heavy cream 
and beat on low until combined. 
Increase the speed to medium-high 
and beat until thick and fluffy and 
soft peaks form, 3 to 6 minutes. 
Cover and refrigerate until ready to 
assemble the trifle. 

Make the macerated berries: 

1. Wash and dry 3 pounds mixed 
berries. If using strawberries, hull 
and cut in half if smaller or quarters 
if the fruit is larger. Cut bigger 
blackberries in half. You should have 
about 10 cups of fruit. Place ina 
large bowl. 

2. Finely grate the zest of 1 large 
orange until you have 1 tablespoon. 
Juice the orange until you have % 
cup. 

3. Add the zest, juice, berries, % cup 
honey, 3 tablespoons granulated 
sugar and 3 tablespoons orange 
liqueur to the berries and mix gently 
with a large spoon or spatula until 
combined. Set aside to macerate 
for 10 minutes. 

Assemble the trifle: 

1. Cut the cooled cake crosswise 
into %-inch-thick slices. Cut each 
slice into 4 pieces crosswise. 

2. Transfer 4 of the vanilla cream 
to a9-inch trifle dish (14-cup 
capacity) or alarge glass bowl and 
spread into an even layer. Arrange 
\% of the cake pieces on top of the 
cream in an even layer. Top with % of 
the berries in an even layer. 

3. Repeat layering the vanilla 
cream, cake and berries three more 
times. Garnish with fresh edible 
marigolds or pansies if desired. 
Refrigerate for at least 2 hours or up 
to overnight before serving. 
Mascarpone cream substitute: 
Mascarpone can be substituted 
with full-fat, room-temperature 
cream cheese. 


LASTS MORE THAN A MOMENT. 


WE CAN CHANGE THAT. 


We've all had moments where we've felt we didn't 
belong. But for people who moved to this country, 
that feeling lasts more than a moment. Together, 
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BELONGING 
BEGINS WITH 


BelongingBeginsWithUs.org 
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Natural wine transcends clichés in new doc 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


When the polariz- 
ing subject of natural 
wine arises, the discus- 
sion generally spirals to 
the stereotypes: flawed 
and funky wines, hippie 
producers and the debate 
over definitions. But a 
new documentary, “Living 
Wine,” hopes to change 
that trite discussion. 

The film, showing in 
select theaters, focuses on 
asmall group of natural 
wine producers in Califor- 
nia. It examines the myriad 
reasons they choose to 
work in natural wine, along 
with the many rationales 
for consumers to drink it. 

In this context, natural 
wine is presented neither 
as a trend nor a genera- 
tional emblem. Involve- 
ment is a conscious choice. 

Gideon Beinstock and 
Saron Rice of Clos Saron in 
the Sierra Foothills make 
wine without additives 
because they believe that 
method makes the best 
wines and offers the best 
expression of their vine- 
yard. 

“The fact that we don’t 
add anything is not because 
it’s natural,” Beinstock said. 


ity outside Santa Cruz 
with James Jelks of Floréz 


“It’s because, why would Wines, the reasons are 

Tadd anything? It will not more political, born of her 

improve the wine” demeaning experiences 
Darek Trowbridge of as ayoung woman ina 

Old World Winery in male-dominated winery in 

the Russian River Valley Napa Valley. 

believes in the traditional “T hated my job,” she 

methods embodied by his said. “I loved what I phys- 

ancestors, who planted a ically did, but the culture 

vineyard inthe areaalmost andthe way that I was 


100 years ago, before chem- 


treated, I dreaded going to 


ical farming became the work every day. Nobody 
norm. He wantstoexpress wants tobe at work when 
the distinctive terroirs of their abilities are doubted 
his vineyards, but he sees constantly.” 
himself as a custodian of The reasons to make 
nature, too. natural wines are primarily 
“Itrytoworktodogood cultural for Dani Rozman 
on my farm for the land, of La Onda, in the Sierra 


for the ecosystem,” he said. 
“Where I reside spiritually 
is where I want to reside as 
a farmer and not separate 
the two.” 


Foothills. He wants to wean 
Americans from the notion 
that the American wine 
industry traces directly to 
modern Europe. Instead, 


For Megan Bell of he wants to focus on North 
Margins Wines, who and South America, and 
shares a production facil- their centuries of shared 


Perfect 
dinner for 
any night 


By Amelia Rampe 
TheKitchn.com 


Growing up in South- 
ern California, I learned a 
thing or two about tacos. I 
grew up buying my carne 
asada from the carniceria 
because that’s where you 
went to buy the best. 

Now that I live on the 
East Coast, I rely on my 
taste memories to recreate 
the flavors that I miss. 

This steak marinade 
comes together in minutes 
and brings me back to the 
gatherings of my youth. 

Tlike to use flank steak 


STEAK TACOS 


for this steak taco recipe. 

It’s an inexpensive piece of 
protein that grills up nicely 
and has lots of flavor. After 


‘ae 


KELLI FOSTE! 


grape-growing and wine- 
making history that began 
when Spanish missionaries 
planted the listan prieto, or 
mission, grape in the Amer- 
icas. 

Having worked with 
farmers in Chile gave him 
insight into alternatives to 
mainstream winemaking. 
“All the equipment is devel- 
oped to make winemak- 
ing easier, but that doesn’t 
make it better,” he said. 

Following their personal 
muses, these producers 
have all ended up outside 
conventional winemak- 
ing, and have gravitated to 
styles of farming without 
chemical fertilizers and 
sprays, while employing 
traditional, preindustrial 
production methods. 

Looming over all is 
the climate crisis, which 
in California has caused 
intense heat waves, 
drought and repeated 


oe 


R/THEKITCHN.COM 


ap) 


the chipotle salsa-citrus 
marinade, the steak grills 
up in minutes, making it 
easy for a weeknight. 


from marinade to one side of a plate or 


the game but are inspired pesticides. 
from within,” she said in With the support of 
a phone interview. “This the government and Big 
story fell withinthe mold.” _— Agriculture, students and 
Though Miller, whose farmers were taught an 
producer credits include industrialized form of 
“They Came to Play” agriculture to increase 
and “Shakespeare High,” production. The industrial 
counts herselfasafoodand methods resulted in far 
wine lover, she knew little more specialized farming 
about natural wine before rather than in the more 
beginning this project. natural, complex ecosys- 
Her brother, Ben Miller, tems of preindustrial farm- 
and his family had moved ing, and built a dependency 
into anew home outside on Big Ag corporations. 
Santa Rosa, which came “Every form of agricul- 
with a vineyard. They ture is detrimental to the 
were dismayed to learn environment, on any scale, 
thatthe vineyardhadbeen —_evena garden, but we try 
regularly sprayed with to minimize the footprint,” 
the herbicide glyphosate, Beinstock said. 
which could have seeped Their winemaking facil- 
intothe wellthat supplied _ ities are rustic, far from the 
their household water. He wealthy tourist outposts 
was introduced to Trow- in the popular imagina- 
bridge, who began the tion. They are designed 
process of weaning the for work, and the labor is 
vineyard from chemical difficult. The motivation is 
treatments. more personal expression 
Lori Miller imagines than profit, yet choosing to 
that those who watch the work outside the main- 
film might be very much stream is stressful in its 
like her, hyperconscious own ways. 
about where their food “I’m at aspot still where 
comes from but giving T’ve been on food stamps 
little thought to the wine. for ayear and I still have 
GETTY The first words in “Living other jobs,” said Bell, of 
Wine” come from Trow- Margins Wines. “Because 
threats of deadly, destruc- bridge: I’m putting all my money 
tive fires. Each of these “The natural wine move- _into my business.” 
producers was directly ment is about 20 years As for natural wines 
affected by the fires. behind the organic food themselves, the film 
While these winemak- movement,” he said. “You acknowledges that 
ers do not say they work can’t see the processing, but | consumers may require 
specifically to combat typically wine is amanu- time to adjust to them 
climate change, the film factured, machine-driven because of expectations 
addresses the vast harm product. That means that arise from years of 
that conventional agricul- adjuncts tomakeitworkin drinking commonplace 
ture has exacted onecosys- atimely manner. examples, just as a farm- 
tems and the climate. It also “People justdon’tunder- _ raised tomato might prove 
holds out hope that, if the stand that,” he continued. shocking to one accus- 
world couldstepawayfrom “I didn’t know that until tomed to glossy supermar- 
chemical farming and focus Igotamaster’s degree in ket tomatoes. 
on building soilhealthand winemaking.” What the film offers in 
other regenerative meth- With the help of two the end is not a formula for 
ods, agriculture could be proponents of regener- the good life, but a way of 
an important part of the ative agriculture, Eliza- living well and reflectively, 
solution. beth Candelario and Dr. as Tahnee Shields, a harvest 
Lori Miller, the producer Timothy LaSalle, the film intern at Clos Saron, says 
and director of “Living traces the rise of chemical about Beinstock: 
Wine,’ saidshewasdrawn agriculture to the repur- “His philosophy is, 
to these subjects because posing ofclosedmunitions —_ thinking about whata life 
they work on the fringe. factories after World War can look like when you’re 
“T love telling stories IL. Nitrogenthat wentinto  inconstant cultivation and 


about people outside the 
normal corporate world, 
people who are not playing 


VALUED 
SUBSCRIBER 


bombs was instead used to 
make fertilizer, while nerve 
gas became an ingredient in 


Family 
Owned and Run 
Since 1932 


paying constant attention 
to something that you’re 
growing.” 


One of the 
LARGEST 
Italian 
Specialty 
RY a ie Ow i 


DoD Market is just minutes from Hartford, Newington, Rocky Hill, 
Cromwell, Glastonbury and West Hartford. Come Check Us Out! 


Butcher Shop 


Makes: 8 tacos, 4 servings 

For the steak: 

1 to 2 large oranges 

2 medium limes 

4 cloves garlic 

1medium bunch fresh cilantro 

1(7 to 8-ounce) can or jar blended chipotle 
salsa (about 2 cups) 

1small red onion 

1% pounds flank steak 

2 teaspoons kosher salt 

1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

4 tablespoons canola or vegetable oil, 
divided 

For the assembly: 

8 (5- or 6-inch) flour or corn tortillas 

¥2 cup avocado crema or sour cream 

¥2 cup pico de gallo or salsa fresca 

¥2 cup crumbled Cotija cheese 

1. Prepare following ingredients, adding each 
to same 2-quart baking dish or large zip-top 
bag as it is completed: Using a vegetable 
peeler, remove peel from 1 large orange and 
2 medium limes. Juice orange until you have 
¥2 cup (juice second orange if needed). Juice 
limes until you have % cup. Finely grate 4 
garlic cloves. Coarsely chop the stems from 
1 bunch cilantro until you have V2 cup. Add V2 
cup chipotle salsa and stir to combine. 

2. Slice 1 small red onion into thin rounds 
and add to the marinade. Add 1/2 pounds 
flank steak and turn to coat. If marinating in 
the baking dish, pile some of the marinade 
and onions on the top of the steak; cover the 
baking dish with plastic. If marinating in the 
bag, press out the excess air and seal the 
bag. Refrigerate for at least 1 hour and up to 
4 hours, flipping the steak halfway through. 
3.Heat cast-iron grill pan or 12-inch skillet 
over medium-high heat for at least 5 
minutes. Meanwhile, transfer onion rings 


baking sheet. Transfer the steak to the other 
half of the plate; discard the remaining 
marinade. Brush off any aromatics that are 
stuck on the steak and onions. Season both 
sides of the steak with 2 teaspoons kosher 
salt and 1 teaspoon black pepper. 

4. Drizzle 2 tablespoons of the canola oil into 
the pan. Add the onions and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until charred and tender, about 
5 minutes. Push the onions to one side of the 
pan and place the steak on the other. Cook 
undisturbed until the bottom of the steak 

is dark golden brown and charred in spots, 
about 4 minutes. Transfer to a clean cutting 
board browned-side down. 

5. Add remaining 2 tablespoons canola oil to 
pan. Return steak to pan browned-side up 
and sear undisturbed until desired doneness, 
an internal temperature of 128 degrees for 
medium-rare, 4 to 5 minutes, or 135 degrees 
for medium. Return to the cutting board 

and let rest about 10 minutes. Meanwhile, 
prepare the remaining ingredients. 

6. Pick fresh cilantro leaves until you have % 
cup. Warm 8 tortillas one at a time by holding 
them directly over amedium flame ona gas 
stove, or in a skillet over medium heat on 

an electric stove, flipping occasionally, until 
charred in spots and pliable. (Alternatively, 
wrap the stack of tortillas ina damp paper 
towel and microwave until warm, 20 to 25 
seconds.) Stack together and wrap in aclean 
kitchen towel or aluminum foil to keep warm. 
7. Cut the steak across the grain into %2-inch- 
thick slices. Cut any long slices of steak 
crosswise to fit into the tortillas. 

8. To assemble a taco, spread 1 tablespoon 
crema or sour cream on a tortilla. Top with 

a few slices of steak, a few pieces of onion, 

1 tablespoon pico de gallo or salsa fresca, 1 
generous sprinkle of Cotija cheese and some 
cilantro leaves. 


Fresh Ground Chuck - 5 lb. lots $3.99/lb. 
Fresh Ground Sirloin - 5 lb. lots $4.99/lb. 
D&D Market's Meatball Mix (Ground Beef, Veal & Pork) - 5 lb. lots $4.99/Ib. 
Gourmet Beef Patties $5.99/lb. 
Choice Porter House or T-Bone Steaks $14.99/lb. 
more out Choice Bistro Steaks $12.99/lb. 
Hummel Red Hots $5.99/lb. 
Our Famous Hand Sliced Pork Cutlets $4.99/lb. 
of your Thick Cut Indiana Bacon $5.99/Ib. 
Our Lemon Pepper Chicken Breasts $5.99/Ib. 
Have the finest for your Summer BBQs or Vacation 
subscription ee AA 

Cento Imported Tomato Paste - Tube (4 2 02.) $2.29 
by setting Cento Imported San Marzano Tomatoes (28 oz.) $3.99 
Anna Imported Pasta (Reg. Cuts, 1 Ib.) $1.59 
Cento Gluten Free Panko Breadcrumbs (9 oz.) $3.49 
up your Cento Hot Sliced Cherry Peppers (12 oz.) $2.29 

Produce , lies 
dig ital Native Green or Yellow Squash 1.59/Ib. 
Yellow, Orange or Red Italian Style Sweet Peppers 1.99/Ib. 
Green Beans 1.99/lb. 
accou nt Fancy Heirloom Tomatoes 2.99/Ib. 
Romaine Hearts 3.49/pkg. 
Pas. . am . 
Mediterranean Chicken Salad 9.99/Ib. 
Penne Primavera 7.99/\b. 
Thick Cut Mango Habanero Smoked Pork Chops = 7.99/Ib. 
D&D Market's Store Made Vodka Sauce (Quart) 8.99 ea. 
Stromboli Stuffed Breads 8.99 ea. 


It’s easy to 


Taking Party Orders & Great Things to Bring on Vacation 


e ean 
start your Deli Oe ae 
Boars Head is a Premium Quality Deli Product & 
online access! It's Always Available at D&D 
Leoncini Imported Mortadella 8.99/lb. 
Aurrichio Imported Provolone Cheese 10.99/lb. 
Visit: Leoncini Imported Prosciutto Cotto Ham 14.99/lb. 
Cooper Sharp American Cheese 5.99/lb. 


go activate.com Taking Party Orders & Vacation Orders 


We believe in Quality and Service at All Times at D&D Market 
* Not Responsible for Typographical Errors 


Prices effective 
Week of July 21 - July 27, 2022 


675 Wolcott Hill Rd. e Wethersfield ¢ (860) 785-8998 


[TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday (8:30am-7pm) 
Saturday (8:30am-6pm), Sunday (8:30am-2pm) 
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Tahini steps in for mayonnaise 
in this vegan take on the classic 


potato salad, finished with fresh and 
charred scallions. DAVID MALOSH/ 


THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


Creamy, tangy, sweet and 
savory, a mayo-dressed potato 
salad is the crowd-pleasing heart 
of countless American cookouts 
and picnics — just as long as you 
make sure to keep it out of the 
sun. 

But what if your crowd is not 
among the legion of mayon- 
naise lovers? Alternative options 
abound! Potato salad in some 
form or other has been around 
for centuries, but only since the 
1920s has jarred mayonnaise 
been the defining ingredient in its 
dressing. 

The beauty of potato salad is 
that you can use pretty much any 
kind of dressing, dip or sauce to 
make it. If you love it on vege- 
tables, starches, proteins, your 
fingers, it will probably taste just 
as good tossed with warm chunks 
of velvety potato. Maybe even 
better. Hot bacon dressing, herby 
pesto, garlicky yogurt all make 
fantastic potato salads, without a 
jar of mayo in sight. 

For this version, I wanted to 
come up with something that 
was as creamy as mayonnaise, 
but vegan-friendly and able to sit 
outside for hours without anyone 
getting anxious. 

The key is tahini. 

When seasoned with lemon 
and garlic and whisked with ice 


Fish dish 
should be 


summer 
staple 


By JeanMarie Brownson 
Tribune Content Agency 


Summer vacations are synon- 
ymous with fresh fish. My father 
set out in the wee hours of the 
morning to catch Wisconsin lake 
perch and walleye for a family 
meal. 

Nowadays, when traveling, 
Torder local fish at restaurants 
or seek out fish markets to cook 
someone else’s daily catch. Then 
Tlight the grill at our vacation 
rental or at a beachside park. 
Armed with some good olive oil, 
salt and pepper, the grilling could 
not be easier or faster. 

When grilling fish at home, I 
start by making a pot of creamy 
mashed potatoes or corn-sweet- 
ened polenta to accompany the 
fish. Seasonal vegetables, such 
as asparagus or small zucchinis 
can be grilled before the fish; they 
taste great at room temperature. 
Sides done, the cook can concen- 
trate on grilling the fish. 

Thick fish fillets, such as 
salmon, halibut and mahi-mahi, 
taste great on the grill. Plan on 11 
minutes per inch of thickness for 
cooking time. Thinner fillets, such 
as ocean perch, snapper or tilapia, 


Potatoes, scallions, lemon, garlic and herbs are used in a tahini potato salad. 


water, tahini goes from gloppy 

and oily to pale, thick and emul- 
sified with a bright and pungent 
flavor that’s also earthy and rich. 

Getting the right texture is 
not necessarily intuitive. The 
more ice water you drizzle in, the 
thicker the mixture gets — until, 
that is, it reaches maximum thick- 
ness, at which point adding more 
water thins it out again. Proceed 
slowly, adding the water gradu- 
ally, spoonful by spoonful, until 
the results please you. 

Add the dressing to the pota- 
toes while they are still hot, so 
they can absorb the most flavor 
(a good rule for making any kind 
of potato salad). Let the potatoes 


cool in the dressing before serv- 
ing. 
Most potato salads call for 
some kind of allium, be it red 
onion, white onion, scallion 

or shallot. I went with two full 
bunches of scallions here. Half 
are charred until smoky and 
sweet, and the rest are left raw, 
lending it all a fresh, sharp, green 
note that livens up the starchi- 
ness. If you add the raw scallions 
just before serving, they’ll add 
crunch, too, since they won’t have 
achance to soften and wilt. 

Then serve this at your next 
cookout. No matter how high the 
mercury rises, this potato salad 
will be crowd-pleasing indeed. 


An easy smoked tomato vinaigrette transforms simple fish into a 
restaurant-worthy treat. JEANMARIE BROWNSON/TNS 


cook in about halfthe time. 

Many large supermarkets 
sell whole, farm-raised rainbow 
or brook trout. They typically 
are less expensive than other 
fish and have delicate flesh and 
mild, sweet taste. Purchase them 
cleaned and trimmed; I remove 
the heads before grilling so I can 
use them to make a mild fish 
broth. Cook the headless fish, 
splayed out flat on a hot grill 
skin-side down for a couple of 
minutes. Then, finish the cook- 
ing by the indirect method (away 
from the heat source) for a total 
time of about 5 minutes. 

Leftover grilled fish makes a 
beautiful salad. Thinly slice ripe 
fresh tomatoes and arrange them 
in overlapping circles on a plate. 
Top with flakes of the grilled fish, 
diced avocado and spoonfuls of 


the vinaigrette. 


Fish grilling tips 

@ Always preheat the grill grate 
so it is very hot. 

@ Oil the fish, not the grill grate, 
to help prevent sticking. 
 Donottry to move the fish 
around or flip it over; it will stick 
and break. 

@ After the fish has developed a 
golden sear on one side, rather 
than attempting to move the fish, 
turn off the burners underneath 
it to finish cooking indirectly. 
Ifusing a charcoal grill, rotate 
the cooking grate so the fish can 
finish cooking in a cooler section 
of the grill. 

@ Use avery thin flexible spatula 
to remove the fish from the grill 
with minimal breaking. 


VEGAN POTATO SALAD 
WITH TAHINI 


This robustly seasoned vegan potato 
salad is lively and earthy froma 
dressing of cumin, charred scallion 
and loads of tahini, which gives it 
arichand creamy texture. This isa 
good one to make a day or two ahead 
as the flavors get better as they sit. 
Just be sure to let it come to room 
temperature so everything is at its 
brightest and most supple. 


Makes: 4 to 6 servings 

Total time: 45 minutes, plus at 
least an hour’s resting 

134 pounds yellow potatoes, such as 
Yukon Gold, cut into 1-inch chunks 
Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

2 bunches scallions, trimmed 

¥3 cup extra-virgin olive oil, plus 
more for drizzling 

2 tablespoons freshly squeezed 
lemon juice, plus more as needed 
1 to 2 garlic cloves, finely grated 

] teaspoon ground cumin 

Y% cup tahini 

Ice water, as needed 

¥2 cup soft herbs, such as cilantro, 
parsley, mint, dill or a combination 
1. Place the potatoes in a large 
pot with enough salted water to 
cover by 1 inch. Bring to a boil over 
high heat and cook until potatoes 
are just tender, 10 to 15 minutes, 
depending on the kind of potato. 
Drain very well. 

2. Heat the broiler. Arrange 1 bunch 


GRILLED TROUT WITH 
SMOKED TOMATO AND 
PINE NUT VINAIGRETTE 


Makes: 4 servings 

4 farm-raised rainbow trout, 
cleaned, 9 to 10 ounces each or 
about 2 pounds trout filets, ocean 
perch or small tilapia filets 

Coarse (kosher) salt, freshly ground 
black pepper 

7 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, 
divided 

2 cloves garlic, finely chopped 

Y% cup pine nuts (1.5 ounces) or 
slivered almond or chopped pecans 
¥3 cup (about 1 ounce) finely 
chopped smoked sun-dried 
tomatoes (not oil packed) 

2 green onions, thinly sliced 

Y% cup finely chopped flat leaf 
parsley 

1 tablespoon sherry vinegar or red 
wine vinegar 

1. Rinse fish and pat dry. Place on 
an oiled baking dish. Season fish or 
fillets with salt and pepper on all 
sides. Sprinkle with 1 2 tablespoons 
of the olive oil, turning to coat all 
sides. Refrigerate covered for up to 
acouple of hours. 

2. For vinaigrette, heat 12 
tablespoons of remaining olive oil in 
small skillet over medium heat until 
warm. Add garlic and pine nuts. 
Cook, stirring constantly just until 
nuts are golden, about 3 minutes. 
Remove from heat and stir in sun- 
dried tomatoes and green onions. 
Let cool to room temperature. 

3. Prepare charcoal grill or preheat 
a gas grill to medium hot. Let grill 
grates heat for at least 5 minutes. 
4. Stir the remaining 4 tablespoons 
of oil and the vinegar into the garlic 
mixture. Add % teaspoon each salt 
and pepper to taste. Set near the 
cooking surface. 

5. Add fish to grill, skin-side down, 


you can linger over 


scallions on a sheet pan. Thinly 

slice the other bunch, reserving the 
slices for serving. 

3. Season the whole scallions in the 
pan with salt and pepper, and very 
lightly drizzle with olive oil. Broil until 
charred, tossing occasionally, for 3 
to 7 minutes. Transfer to a cutting 
board to cool. Coarsely chop 
scallions and set aside. 

4.|Inalarge bowl, whisk together 
lemon juice, garlic, cumin and 

a large pinch of salt. Let sit for1 
minute to mellow the garlic and 
dissolve the salt. Whisk in tahini, 
then gradually add ice water, 1 
tablespoon at a time (about 3 to 6 
tablespoons total), until the sauce 
thickens and is smooth enough 

to drizzle. The sauce can take 30 
seconds to 1 minute to thicken so 
keep whisking; if it gets too thick, 
thin it down with a little more water. 
Taste and add more lemon juice 
and salt if needed. 

5. Transfer hot potatoes and 
charred scallions to the bowl with 
the tahini dressing. Drizzle in the 
remaining ¥ cup olive oil and toss 
until potatoes are well coated. 
Taste and add more salt and lemon 
juice if needed. 

6. Let cool to room temperature for 
at least an hour before serving, or 
refrigerate for up to 24 hours. The 
potatoes will absorb the dressing 
as they sit. Just before serving, 
taste and add more salt or lemon 
juice if needed, and toss with the 
raw scallion slices and herbs. 


directly over heat source. Cover grill 
and cook until skin starts to turn 
golden, about 2 minutes. Turn off 
gas burner directly under fish (leave 
other burners on) or rotate charcoal 
grill grate so fish is no longer over 
the coals. Do not try to move the 
fish and do not flip them over. 

6. Cover the grill and cook until the 
flesh is opaque and nearly flakes 
with a fork, 3 to 4 minutes more. 

7. Use avery thin metal spatula to 
carefully remove fish from the grill 
and transfer to a serving platter. 
Drizzle with some of the smoked 
tomato vinaigrette. Garnish with 
parsley. Serve immediately. 


SWEET CORN AND 
PARMESAN POLENTA 


Makes: 4 to 6 servings 

Note: You'll need 3 large ears of 
corn to yield 2 cups of kernels. 

2 cups (about 12 ounces) fresh or 
frozen (thawed) corn kernels 

3 cups chicken broth 

1 clove garlic, minced 

1cup (6 ounces) instant polenta 

Y% cup shredded Parmesan cheese 
Freshly ground black pepper to 
taste 

Y% cup hot water 

2 tablespoons butter, softened 

1. Puree corn kernels in a blender or 
food processor until smooth. 

2. Put chicken broth and garlic into 
alarge, deep saucepan. Heat toa 
boil over medium-high heat. Slowly 
whisk in the polenta until smooth. 
Reduce heat to low. Cook and stir 
polenta until it thickens, about 3 
minutes. Stir in pureed corn, cheese 
and pepper. Remove from heat and 
cover tightly for up to 30 minutes. 
3. To serve, gently warm mixture 
over low heat while stirring in % cup 
hot water and the butter to return it 
to acreamy stage. Serve hot. 


